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Peaccable Moderator : 
OR SOME 


Plain Conſiderations to give Satisfa&tion 


to ſuch as ſtand Dil-attected ro Our 
BO Um O-F- 


COMMON PRAYER 
 Eflabliſhed by eAuthcrity EE. 
Clearing 1 It tron the Aſperſic on of Popt ry, 


and viving the Reaſons of all the things 
therein Contained and Preſcribed. 
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The Preface. 


oY 


"T was the complaint of Deftor Eedes, that Reverend Dean of 


Worceſter long ago, the fatal 'miſery of theſe latter times bath 

made nothing good but in Shew, nothing true but in Opin'o1 , 
when foy Tuſtice between Kingdom and Kingdom, the longeſt $word 
bath eaten up the Law of Nations, and for Juſtice between Sub ett and 
SubjeBt under the ſame Goverr ment Laws are loſt wa the caſes of Las; 
An for the Preſerver of all, bath Iruth and Juſtice, Religion wr ſelf is 
in a manner loſt in: the Queſtions of Religion, Our Fathers (yew ſee) 
complained that the dayes were bad; we have teq much cau(e to cry one 
that they are worſe, ard our fear 1s that yet we have not [een the worſ : 
T bat of the Heathen Poet will ſi: be verified, Aias parentum pe- 
jor avis, tulit nos nequiore;>— mox daturos Progeniem yitio- 
fiorem, ever were more Queſtions amynug us raiſed #hout Religion 
then 11 theſe days, yet never leſs pratlice of the dutirs of Rel:iyton; We 
all cry #7 Religion with our mouths and lips, but deny the power of| it in 
our Allins and inour Lives, ſo that we may ſay as that worthy Whi- 


. taker from Linacer did, Aut hoc non elt Evangelium, aut nos non. 


ſumus Evangelici , Either this ts nat the true Gofpel which we dd pros 
feſs, or if ut be the Truth, our Alt io: 5 are not ſmirable to our Profeſſi- 


0n, mor our L:ves anſwerable to the truth of this Goſpel, We have” 


marr*d the very face of Reltgion, being in Matters of Religion broken 
into uu many Sells, Fatlion', Shred, and. Pieces almoſt as be Ileads 


and Per ſous among w, Every man ge erally d fer ing = his Opinion 


6ne way or other from his Neighbour; we have Conformſts, No»on- 


formiſts, Separati/ts, Presbyterians, Independents, Anabapriſls, Qua - 


hers, hanters, Seekers, ard what not ? Some of ail Rel. gions ſome of 
n» Religion. Ard all Sceptichs queſtioning 4!l that ever wa; before 
5 3 not only ſo, but oppoſing themſelves againſt all Ant'quty, every 
man framing Keligion to himſelf, which (without Gods mer(y) w+ 

weeds bring Confufton in the end : Hye are all Self-conceited, highly ofs- 
»10:Ated, and puffed up with the conceit of our own Knowiedge, Parts, 
Gifts and Graces, ſo that we need Solomons check , Ecc'eſ, 7.|18. 


Be not thou juſt over much , neicher make thy ſelf over wiſe, 


B | Som: 


«5 oe re 


| The Preface, - 
$:me ave of ſuch a croſs humour, high-conceited and contentions Sy;- 
rit, that they raiſe and foment van Janglings, Differences, and Di- 
ſputes about ſuch things as themſelves neither know nor underſiand . 
whom I may we'l liken 10 thoſe two Manlius ſpeak; of, who meeting to- 


gether fell in Diſcourſe, a:d at laſt ro a hot asſpnte about their Faith, 


Ons ſ#id he was of Dottor Martins Religion, the orher flord tif tha: 
he was of D.ftor Luthers Opinio», not knowing (poor S 'mpletons) that 
Martin 4:4 Luther were both the names of one mar, Theſe diviſor; 
in Op:nien m ft needs cauſe great Diſtra:tions in rhe hearts of well- 
meaning people, /who ſering the diſferences among us about Religion, 
Ard not knowing what fo chuſ. e.6r to whow to cleave R become ver y 


Atheiſts intheir judgments, and reſolve to pitch non m1 Religion at all, | 


T bis we may lament. but ſo-much liberty hath been given ſo long m 
theſe diſiratted times, and people generally grow ſo high that we bave 
little hope to amend it ,, yet it lieth upon every one of us to pive our 
helping hand , wherem me can tomake up our Breaches, to Yea? our 


Rents and Wonnds, and to give that information t0 0ur people ind mild © 


and gentle way, (Seeing Ignorance ts the general ground of all} Errour; 
«1 that Natura vult Duci non Cogi) whereby they may come to [ et 
the Truth , and the true ſtate of thing, and ſoby Row way be rt- 
ductd to a better temper, with Gods bleſſing brought tnto rhe ULnit y of 
th: Church, and may all endeavonr to keep the Kyity of the Spirit 3n the 
Bond of Peace. | | 


Many fiumble much at onr Bock of Common Prayer Eſtablifeed by | 


Amnthority, and {, ome of them I take to be good C briftians, honeſt mode- 
rate, and well-neaxing people , and have found by experience much of 


their Diſ-affeftion to 18, doth lie wpon therr Miſtake through sgnorance 


(mot peeviſh wilfulneſs)becauſe they doyot underſtand the true Ground: 

nd Reaſons of the things therein contained and required, miſtaking 

2c the right meaning of them, If this may comribute any thing to 

— "vox Satisfattion, I ſhall account this my Labour to be will b:- 
owes. Wy 
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Some are againſt all F arms of Prayer, all Litnrgies, 4s they art pre- 
ſcribed and ſtimted Forms of Adminiſtration, | 
Others again are not againſt Forms, but take Exceptions againſt, this 
ony Book, of Common-Prayer Et abl:ſhed by Authorit ”. 4 


O begin with thoſe who account all Forms of Prayer 
to be unlawful, and condemn all. Their Grounds|and _ 


chief Objections are theſe. 


: ObjeR, | 
That tobetiedto afet Form Faw # a flirting of the Spirit of 
God, nj: 
| Azuſw. 
To this we ſhall Anſwer, | p 


1. We find fer Forms of Prayer preſcribed by God hi 
in the Old Teſtament, and by Chrilt «ae our Saviour in 
New, and therefore we cannot bur judge that they are allo 
and approved of God. There were ſet Forms of Prayer pre 
bed to the people of God of old and uſed 'by them: To 
Priefts by Moohes from the mouth of God-himſelf, Namb. 6, 23. 
Another uſed by Moſes bimſelf, who had abunaance of Spirit, 
both at the ferting forward and reſting of the Ark, Numb. to. 


35, 36, In caſe of an uncertain Murther, Dem 21, 7, 8.;In 


paying their third years Tithe, Dewr. 16,13, 14, 15. At a 
bublick Feaſt, Fee/ 2, 17, The 92 Pſalm was appointed for the 
Sabbath, and fo uſed, and the 102, Plalm was the Prayer of the 
Church, Chrift himſelf in the New Teſtament gave a Form|of - 


Prayer to bis Diſciples, . Luke 11, 1, fWhich the DireRory tells 


us is not only a Patern of Prayer, but it ſelf a moſt Comprehen- 


| fiveprayer, and recommended there to be uſed in the Prayers 


ofthe Church, And the Chriſtian Church hath been fo far 
_ 21 from 
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from condemning all Forms as utterly unlawful, that for abont 


twelve hundred years ſhe hath thought it expedient to uſe them 
in Publick Divine Worſhip, beſides all chis, herein they con- 
demn all the Reformed Churches , which (asthey themſelves 


of ”raxc , en'va, the Lower and Upper Germany have {till ſer 
Forms ot Rrayer, and Scor/ard had till theſe diſtracted times, 
either Impoſed or at leaſt Allowed for the Miniſter to ule in 
Publick Livine Adminiſtrations : And if we look upon Anti- 
quity, the ”Presbyterians chemſelves will and do'confeſs in their 
Sm ttym 1, The cccafion that moved the Church to appoint 
a Publick Form and Licurgy at firſt, was when the Arrian and 
Pelagian Hereſies did invade the Church , then - becauſe thoſe 
Herecicks did convey aid ſpread their poyſonous Doctrine in 
their Forms of Prayer and Hymns, the Church thought it con- 


cannot but acknowledge) have their Lirurgies. The £ All et 


. venient to reſtrain that Liberty, ard fe: an Order that none. 


ſhould vary in their Prayers; bur all ſhould uſe the, fame Form 
which was approved of and preſcribed, Now be pleaſed to 


coi ſider rightly of ir, doth not the ſame reaſon hold good with 


us? Have we not tov. much cauſe ro-complain of our Errours, 
Schiſms, Hereſjes and Diviſions, and ſo juſt cauſe and reaſon 
upon the ſame grounds to tie all to one Form not upon any O- 
pinion that we conceivea ſet Form to be of an Abſolute neceſii- 
_ only expedient to ſtop Schiſms and Errours , to prevent 
thofe Extravagarcies, and to preſerve Unity and Order ? 

2. Be pleaſed without prejudice or any ſtrong over-tuling 
Aﬀe&ion or Paſſion, to take into your ſerious confideration this 
Argument, JIfthe Miniſters conceived Prayer which he doth 
make as the Mouth of the Congregation (wherein all the. Con- 
gregation doth or ſhould joyn with him in his ſuittro God for 
them, and in their behalf) is no ſtinting of the Spirit of God to 
them, nor counted unlawtul. though ir be a form to them , why 
ſhould a Prayer conceived by others and made and framed ac- 
cording to the Rules of prayer preſcribed to the Miniſter, to uſe 
for himſelf and the Congregation, be a ſtinting of the Spirit to 
kim or them? That the Miniſters conceived prayer isa Form to 
the people and Congregation aſſembled, cannot be onyed , 

PS< 23 8 2 |06y 
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' 14, 15. Why doſt thou cry unto me? Neither can we think that 


ſtop ic at his pleature, 


(5) 

they are tied to it as to a Form, becauſe they may not vary from 
him in their hearts, but ought in their hearts to joyn every wa 
with him in theic Pecicions:ro God ; ſtill in thei hearts pointy 
along with him for Matter, Form, and Manner of expreiiinn 
The tie in regard of a form is {till one and a like, if the peop!e 
may be thus ried ro the conceived prayer of their Minitte 
(which is a form to them) why may not the Minifter likewiſe bt 
tied to a form conceived by others, made according to the rule; 
of prayer, and preſcribed to him both to uſe and tollow? It it 
be no {tinting otche <pirit of God inthe one, then how can i 


!, beinthe other? We confeſs that without the help of the Spirit 


of God we cannot pray atall, thats. pray aright ſoas to find 
acceptance wit God : For the Apoſtle Pau! relleth us, 2 Cor! 


9.5. Weare not ſufficient of our ſelves to think any thing as of . 


our ſelves, but our ſufficiency is of God , and Phr/, 2, 13 Ir is 
God which werkethin you the Will and the Deed even of his 
good pleaſure; So that i" mult be the Spirit of God withit: us 
muſt move us to pray and work it within us, moving our hearts 
to prav, and we know God regardeth not multitude of words, 
Mat b. 6:7. Floquent or Elegant Phraſes, or neat expreino. s; 
it is the heart God looks upon how that is affected, he regardeth 
the groan- and deſires of the heart iſſuing from true faich, and 
procecding from the Spirit of God as he rellech Meſes, Exod; 


the 'Spirir' of God excludeth reaſon and prudence, ſetting a 
mans Tongue ſo agoing, that he cannot rule ir, and guide it, or 


Objc. 2. 

Jrarer 1 4 Spirrval wh procerd ng from the Spur, and a work 
of the Syrit th:ref. re weearth mt a Form or Beok to way by, oy to read 
ir 430m 4 Bok Orr Say our [a:hb, Yoan 4; 23,24. The true. wor- 
ippers ſhall wor (hip the Father in Spirit and {ratb;, for the Father 
requireth even (uch. t1 weſhip tim ; God gy a Spy, and they tha: 


wor(hip him na? worſh-p k:m 31 Spirit ard Ivu'h And the Avf/el 


Paul rel/etrh wa, Rom, 8. 26. Linewiſe the fp:rit alle h:/o*tb Our th. 


firmicges ; fer we know xet nkat ito p ay 43 we ought, but the ſþiru 117 


!f mak eth Lnterceſſion for 1 with oroans which c annat be tiered. or 
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(6) # 
as the Old Tranſlation uv, with ſight which cannot be expreſſed , ſo 
that prayer needeth net the halp of _ or Buck, 
(|!) Anſw 

Thoſe words of our Saviour were ſpolento the Woman of 
Samaria, and are grounded on ver. 20. as an anſwer to her 
words, where ſhe [peaketh of the difference between the Jews 
and the Samarirans about the place of Gods worſhip, The 
* Samaricans tied the place of Gods worſhip to that Mountain 
called Geri/ziws, The Jews to Jeruſalem, Chriſt tellech her that 
the time is now coming under che New Teſtament, that the 
worſhip of God ſhall be tied to no certaia place, neither to that 
mourt4in, nor to Jeruſalem , *burt che true worſhippers ſhal! 
worſhip God in Spiritand [ruth, ' The word (Spirit) is there 
ſer againſt chat Commandment which is called carnal, Heb.7.26, 
And (Truth) againſt the ourward Ceremonies of. the Law which 
were only ſhadows of things to come. The meaning of them 
: then mult be chis, that under the New Teitament Gods worſhip 
ſhall be tied to no certain place, neither ſhall ic conſilt in any 
outward corporal or carnal things, ſacrifices, purityings, wafſh- 
ings, and the like Ceremonies of the Law , they ſhall all ceaſe 
and be ended in Chriſt ; | Buc the true worſhippers ſhall wor- 
ſhip him in ſpiritand crutch , chart is, ina ſpiritual manner, not 
with outward obſervances, but the inward Devotion of the 
heart and mind: (The mind 15 there called the Spiritz-it is not 
meant of the Spirit of God, but of the mind, the ſpirit of man) 
with true faith, true love, reverence, obedience, holineſs and 
righteouſneſs, Now chis we do acknowledge doth forbid and 
cut down all carnal! worſhip, ifany man chink that the outward 
action of reading a prayer upon a Book vr ina t ook,js tlie Wor- 
ſhip of God, but no mancan deny but a man may pray by thc 
ſpirit of God, with ſighs |and groans proceeding trom Faith , 
. when prayers are uttered after a preſcript form,or read upon a 
Book, Aad for the words of che Apoſtle. expoſitonrs give us 
the meaning thus: There is no cauſe why we ſhould faint under 

the burthen of our AfMiitions, ſeeing prayers yield us a ftron 
defence; help, and comfort, which cannot be in vain becauſe 
they proceed from the ſpirit of God , lisewiſe the ſpiric belperh 
j our 


& 


| | KED | | 
| ourinfirmities, beſides the ſupporr of faith, hope, and patience 
[| (mentioned before) the ſpi.ir helperh ro. bear up'ti.c burthen 
thac we fink not under it; for we xnow'norwhat ro pray as we 
ought, bur the ſpirir materh knterceſſion for us with groanz 
whictrcannot be uttered ; thar is, rhe ſpiric doth move us an 
ſtir us up to prayer, and doth a+ it were dictate words, groan 
and ſighs within us , helperh chat dulneſs, ignorance,and blind 
neſs in us, teaching us how and what to pray for : And he th 
ſearcheth rhe heart knowerh the meaning of che ſpirit. Wha 
ſighs and groans proceed trom the ſpirit. from the motion jw 
breathing of the ſpirir, becauſe i maketh Interceſſion for the 
Sainrs according to the will of God, It reacherh the Saints tg 
pray according to his will, it worketh in us thoſe wiſhes and 
defires, and kindleth in onr hearts choſe earneſt, fervent, and ' 
ardent affections, fighs, and groans, which pleaſe God. This 
we all acknowledge, that we can do nothing in prayer withou 
the help of the ſpirit which ſtirreth up earnelt affeRions, defires 
and groans in the heart , but this ſpiritof God doth not exy 
clude reaſon and prudence or apy helpes that may be afforde 
4 us ro forward us 1n , Th good duty; bur joynerth as it were with 
T them, and followerff them with his aſtittance. | 
In the. performance of this dury of prayer, three things are 
eſpecially requiſite and needtul, , | | 
1. 1, Topray with Underſtanding, to know what we ſay, and 
E what we pray for. _ | _— 
= 2, To pray in Faith, to come in the name of Chriſtians to: 
1 - ask thoſe things that are agreeable to Gods will, believing; 
chat God both can and will hear us, and help us, and a 
: ſwer our Petitions as far as.he ſhall ſee and judge fitting 
p for his own glory and our good, | 
3. To pray in the Spirit, with zeal, fervency, intention of| 
mind and ſpirit, and with earneftneſs and rrue Devotion 
. of the hearr. _ | | | 
Now . who cat ſay bur a man may pray with Underſtanding, 
pray in Faith,and pray inthe Spirit with true Devotion of heart, 
and with fighs and groans when the prayer is uttered after 4 
p:eſcript form, or-read upon a Book? We grant that, prayer ' 
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_ was ſerup in his Throne, and the preſcribed forms delivered in 


(8) 
is a ſpiritual work proceeding from faith , neicher is faith in | 
any bur there is ſome power to utter ſome matter of prayer-in ©: 
every one that prayeth. in faith, and to open his mind and to * 
pour out his deſires in ſome meaſure : and that no prayer is + 
regarded of God unleſs it do proceed from faith, But becauſe | 
ſome are ſo overwhelmed with ignorance, others ſo weak in ex- | 


preſſions and dull in their conceit; and tome fo perplexed in 
mind and diſturbed in their thoughts, thar they cannor tell how 
to pray or what to utter of themſelves, therefore they need the 
help of a ſet form of prayer preſcribed by anocher, or may joyn 
with another in a form that is read upon a Book. Yet when we 
pray thus by a Book, we do not fetch the matter trom the 
Book, bur from our hearts with ſighs and groans , only we are 
helped by a Book as che Congregarion which prayeth wich the 
Miniſter is helped and (tirred up by the Miniſter for the manner 
of delivery of their prayers unto God, Chriſt himſelf appointed 
a ſet form , ſaying, nr when you meditate, but when you pray, 
lay thus, &c, Lyke 11, 1, 2. | 
| Objc&: 3. : : 
| Read Prayers were deviſed by Anti-Chriſt, and maintain Superſti- 
tion dolatry, and an le Miniſtry, 1 Þ 
Anſw, | 2 
There were Liturgies in the Church of old before Anti-chrilt 


the Scriptures ro be uſed, and which were practiſed in the * 
Church (as you have'ſeen before recited) ſhew the thing'to be 7 
allowed of God. We may farther adde chis, that in ſinging ot © 
Pſalms 'we cannot but confeſs, They did read them upon a © 
Book and did {ing chem 40 the Lord, and many of thoſe Plalms ? 
are full of Petitions and Prayers, as ts evident to all men. Thelc | 
forms were firſt ſer up and are {till continued for Order and * 
Uniformity, to avoid offences and inconveniencies which then | 
did and ſtil! may ariſe in the Church, neither doth ic maintain | 
an idle Miniſtry. Our Miniſters have liberty not only in pri- 

vate, but in publick, both before and after their Sermons to cx- | 
erciſe their Sift of prayer, and to enlarge themſelves upon any 


emergent occaſion 'or opportunity. afforded ; as God o_ 
_enadle 


| (9) ; 

enable them, and they themſelves ſhall judge fic, or any way 
expedient and needful : Beſides, in alighe Reformed Churches 
they have a Liturgy, and yet have abltMiniſters, Apain, if 
; Read prayers and Impoſed Liturgies be Idolatry,where ſhall we 
find a viſible Church? For all Churches that are and have been 
for many-hundred pe have bad Licurgies, either Impoſed or 
Allowed, yet not branded with Idolatry, Superſtition, /or any - 
ſuch reproachful terms. | | | | 
Obj. Ser Forms and (tinted Prayers cannot be as neceſſity ob r= 
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ure, 
, Anſw. The prayers of our Church axe publick prayers, and 
Common-Prayer. They are called publick prayers in|regard 
of the time and place, when and. where they are uſed, and 
- Common Prayer 1n reſpec of the perſons that aſſemble roge- 
+ ther, unite, and-joyn their hearts and voices together in their 
| Prayers and petitions unto God, all joyn together : So that: nv 
 mancan expe that the private neceſlities of particular perſons 
(unleſs there be ſome extraordinary.cauſe) can be there recom- 
mended unto God in their publick prayers, and Common- 
Prayer of the Church, 5 Now no man can deny but ſome things 
are' neceſſary to be geaven forat all times, and for all perſons , 


þ as the confeſſion of our fins and prayer tor the forgiveneſs of 
iſt } them : For the acceptance of our perſons and prayers, for our 
mn B protection from danger, for peace, for grace to live well accor- 
be + - dingto Gods Laws, and the like, Of thele there may be a ſer 
be 3 form preſcribed and uſed in the Church, tome things again are 
of i - Not neceſſary at all times; theſe are-not required butar (ſpecial 
1a Y [times and occaſions to be uſed, as 'the -particular neceſlities of 
[ms .. the time require , as in time ot War, tor Peace and deliverance 
iclc FF from our Enemies, prayers in the time of Deartl's. vlagues, Pe- _ 
and Y fltilence, or any great Mortality; prayers for Rain, for Fair- ' 
hea Þ ' weather, inthe time of Need and Thankſgiving accordingly : 
ain | For' theſe alſo there. may be aſet form in che Church, bur tor 
pri- | that which is extraordinary the Miniiters may ſupply z-*we do 
ex- F not lay thata ſet formis of ablolare neceſlicy either in publick 
any or private prayer. * If. there were in all a perfe&tion of know- 
__ ledge and [oh ,4 quickneſs of conceir, and a full freedom and 
jadic | , is 


power 


| (10) 
erof expreſſion, we ſhould not need the outward help of 
Form! or Book But in the pub'ick Service of the Charch a 
form is Only prefcribed and required for convenience, to pre- 
vent ſome mugarriages and - extravagancies ' which - otherwiſe 
wightariſe.; ::1. 1. 1: e900 LE ER, 2 9k I 
Thus we have Anhwered alb the chief Ob jeRtions which' are 
made againſt all ſer forms of prayer, and ſhewed you rhe true 
Grounds and Reaſons how they came upart firſt, and why they 
are {til continued; not for any abſoluce neceſfiry we- put in 
rhem, but only for conveniency, to prevent Schiſms,ſtop Errors, 
preſerve Order, Unity, and Uniformity in the Church , ang 
bow we bold them lawtul and: allowed of God. We are now 
to come to thoſe exceptions which are made more- direRly and 
preciſely againſt our Book of Common-Prayer Eſtabliſhed and 
Enjoyned by*Authofuy to be uſed. 
Obj. The grand, great, and ch.ef exception that taken againſt 
or Liturgy, us that our Book of Common- Prayer 1s Popery, taken ont 
of the Popiſh Maſs-bock. | | | 
Anſw. Tothis we anſwer in general before we come to exa- 
mine particulars Be pleaſed to rake into your conſideration 
' this moderate point of Wiſdom, that all chat the Papiſts have or 
make uſe ofzcannot properly be called or accounted Popery, as 
we'call Popery, Theold Rule is good here, Qui bene dijt1n- 
gut, bene decer , It is the part ofa Wiſe-man to diſtinguiſh 
chings, to put a difference berween things,-and not to confound 
and pur together things thar differ : Therefore we ſhould right- 
ly know what Popery is, Popery is properly the Erronrs, A- 
buſes, Corruptions, Superſtitions, Idolatries, and Abominati- 
ons which are uſed and mantained by the Pope, Papitts , and 
Church of Kome, either in Docrine or Worſhip, 

Theſe indeed may properly and truly be called and account- 
ed Popery ; if we ſubmir our ſelves to the Pope of Rowe, re- 
ceive his Laws, his Do&rine, his Worſhip, if we cleave to his 
Adherents, to them that worſhip him and receive bis Mark, if 
we mairrain or profeſs cither thoſe falſe DoErines, or that Su- 
perititious or 1dolatrous worſhip which is profeſſed among 
tema and maintained by them 3 Then indeed we may derightly 

| . al 


* . -_ 


id tofall into Popery, andcoincline unto it; but if we call all 
thoſe cruths which they have, and arc kept ſound among|them 
in matters of Doctrine , or thoſe things which in matter of 
Worſhip are good, and purezandfree from corruption, by the 
name of Popery, weare very much miſtaken, If we muſt make 
uſe of nothing in the Service and Worſhip of God which they 
uſe, nor may have liberty to afſume to our ſelves the right uſe 
of thoſe chings which they do or have abuſed (being purged 
from their corruptions) we muſt then leave and renounce the 
Scriptures, borh the Old and New Teſtament, both Baprtiſin 
and the Supper of the Lord, yea; renounce all the Ordinances 
of God, pull down our Churches, and abandon all Religion, 
Now it is known to the world,that the Church of Engl 
nounceth the uſurped power of the Pope of Romer, and dot 
claim all his Religion and Laws, all: Errours, Herefies, $4 
tions, ldolatries, and Abominations of the Church of Ry 
that nomancan accuſe her unjuſtly of Popery, or bran 
with the name of Popery, ſecing ſhe hath made a tull Separati 
from the Church of Reme , And though ſhe maketh ule of 
things which they uſe in the Service and Worſhip of God 
they ave ſuch things as are lawful in themſelves,and fully 
from their Corryprions and Syperſititions, and cannot. juitly be 
accounted or called Popery, The Church of Rome was once a 
erue and found Church, . though we profeſs no pertection in the 
world, and not ſo-pure bur might be tainted with ſome Cor- 
- ruption-, and-was famous for the profeſſion of the true Faith 
and Do&rincof Chriſt, Kvmr. 1,8, Their Faith was ſpoken of 
throughout the whole world; andas for her Biſhops, they 
godly men (molt of rhem being Martyrs) for three þ 
years after Chriftand-more, yer ſhe was never accounted the 
Catholick or Univerſal. Church, but a Member of the Catholick 
or Univerſal Church, Burtas time doth corrupt all things, {6 
ſhe by degreesfel{ 'inco. corruptianz, The: Church of Exg/and 
even inthe time:of Poperywas a Member of the Catholick or | 
Univerſal Chuech; and bad not the: being of a. Churehi.af, Chritk a 
from Rowe, or by ſepararing her ſelf from Rome, but having her [| k F 
eyes openedts ſec ber Gregg andins Spirics quickned and = Kit 
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them for her uſe. 

We do acknowledge our Liturgy and Book of Commors- 
Prayer to be the work of many and as by man it was firſt com- 
poſed, ſo by man it may beat any time altered or put down ,; 
and there is no work ef indnto perfe&t, though never fo abſo- 


tute and complear , bur may have ſome Errour in 1c,or be taint- 


ed with ſome Corruption. Burt thar it is Popiſh, Superſtirious, 
1dolatrous, dr. Anti-chriftian, as ſome (who had more Zeal then: 
Knowledge) have been bold to defame it., favourcth of too. 
much Ignorance, Pride- Raſhneſs,) and Preſumptien. This we 
alrogether denyz and the very Ordinance of Lords and Com- 
mons which did put down this Book of Cammon-Prayer (as 
you may ſee in the-Preface ro the DireQory) did not. accuſe ir 
of any ſuch matter as Superſtition, or ldolatry', no, nor ſo much 


* asof Errour, but ſpeakerth reverently of the firſt Compoſers of 


it, and modeſtly and diſcreetly of the Book it ſelf, onely they 
alledge this, that they found by experience that it proved an 
offence to manyat home and abroad, diſquiered many mens 
Conſciences,of Miniſters and others , was too much heightned - 
by the Prelates, made as it were an Idol. by many ignorant . 
people, was a means to hearten Papiſts,and-to nouriſh an idle 
Minifry ,” therefore did agree and refolve to put.it down, and. 
to ſer up the DireRory in its: room, | Though it be granted, 
that ſome things in this our Book do agree with theirs (not ſo 
much perhaps as ſome imagine and give out) yet if we. do ac- 
Wi ng Jo knowledge 
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knowledge that Rome was once a true and ſound Church, we 


cannot bur ſuppoſe her Docrine and Worſhip (Then) to bt 
ſound and pure, alchough ſince it hath been corrupted, if the 
upon our Reeformation (for we djd not make a new Church, bur 
only reformed the Errours of the old) our prudent Retormers 
did take ſuch things as were good and pure after the ancien 
Form of the Liturgies of the Church, which they had corrupte« 


] wich Errours (being purged and refined) for their uſe, whac 
{ jaſt cauſe have we to complain? The abute ofa thing doth not 
1] aboliſh or take away the Right uſe of ic; thar were (as the Hea 


then ſaid) ro take the Sun out of Heaven, that hath been wor- 
ſhipped and abuſed, There is no Creature made by God, 
thing uſed and made by man, bur hath been ſume way wronge 
or abuſed, They were Wrſe-men and godly men who did a 
firit make and compoſe this Book of Commor-Prayer 
ſme of z the chiefeft of them being Martyrs and burne 
in Queen Mars days for the Profeſſion of our Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, and maintaining of this Book , Arch-Biſhop Cra»mer, Bi- 
ſhop Ridley, Latymer, and others, ſo that whatſoever they dil! 
in'compoſing and ſercing of this Book, is to be preſumed to b 
done upon good | rpg and with great wiſdom and diſcreti- 
on, 1t we conſider of their times and rhe neceſlicies which la 
upon them, the chief Grounds /and Reaſons may be conjeRure 
to be raeſe. 'Þ - | 

1. They might make uſe of ſome ofthe old which was ancj- 
ent, good, and ſound, and purged from their corruptions, that 
their Adverſaries might ſee thartthey did not make a Reformatj- 
on of the Liturgy from any Love to Novelty , or out of any fon{{ 
AﬀeRion of ſingularity 3 but that they vid it only in a ſtron 
zeal to the glory of God and love to the cruth, and therefore 
did and would joyn with them wherein they could, And t 
all che world might take notice that they difſented from the 
11 nothing, but in that wherein they themſelves were now tall:n 


from che ancient Purity, and fdifſented from the truth. F 
2, They found thar the people were then generally Popith!ly 
affected, unwilling to leave their old Religion and their old 
Service, tterefore to prevent Tumults,and itop — >, 
. | | raty 
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they gi, come as near the old Form as they could. Alcera- 
tions of Religions (beſides the change of Princes) do canſe many 
times great troubles in States and Kingdoms, and our own 
Chronicles will tell you if yon examine them, that the alteration 
of Religion with other occurrences at this time cauſed great 
Commotions and Iuſurre&ions in divers places of this our 
Kingdom, the Land was much imbroyled ar that time with 
Forraign \\ ars without the Realm abroad, as well as Commo- 

motions and [nſurre&ions at home within the Realm. They 
were forced to ſend an Army into Scotland, where they met the 
Scots ata place called Muſche/borowgh near Edenborough , when 
the Victory (by Gods bleſſing) fell to the| Engliſh, who flew of 
the Scors thirteen or fourteen thouſand (as ſome compute) and 
notabovean hundred Engliſh ſlain, The place is called M»/- 


chelborough Field to this day. Then the Frezch perceiving the ? 
'Sreat Diviſions among us, fell upon the Ifles of Gearneſta and | 
erſea, but were repulled by our Ships with the loſs of a thou- ? 
ſand men, and great ſpoil of their Ships and Gallies, and fo ? 
forced to return with ſhame, theſe were without the Realm. 
Then within our Land ſome Commotions were began in the 2 
arts about Oxf-rdand Buckingham, but they were ſoon appei- F 
ed by the Lord Gray, There wasa great Rebellion in No:fo'k 'Y 
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and the parts thereabout, called:Ketrs Rebellionzthere were up * 


to the number of 4000, wherein the Lord Sheffeild was ſlain at fl 


Norwich, There was another Rebellion in YTork-ſhire, where | 


were up about 3coo, Rebells., the cbiffſtirrers of it were 0»;- 


bler and Dale :. There were troubles in other parts, but the grta-* ? 


teſt of all was the Rebellion of the Devor-ſhire and Corniſh-»%n; 
there were gathered together to the number of 10000. Rebels ' 


 whogrew very ſtrong and high: they twice burnt the Gates of ' 


- the City of Exeter, bur (till had the repulſe with loſs : They | 
ſentup their Articles to the King and Council what they did de- ? 
fire. The ſubſtance of all was, chat their old Religion might | 


be reſtored and old Service. The fix 


cight ſet up, called che bloudy Articles, by ſome the whip with | 
{ix ſtrings or coards, The King ſent his anſwer to them, which 
1s yet extant in the Monuments of our Church, and tells them 

| there- 


rticles of King Herr the | 
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"Tn 
herein rather in yy (as fome think).chen otherwile to cop2.- 


rent chem, to ſtop their Rage and ſtay their furious actempry , 
; ſaying, the-Service in the Engliſh Tongne perchance ſeemethto 
| you a new Service, whereas it is none other but the old. The 
ſelf fame words in Englith, which wete in Latnie , ſaving , fey 
I things taken our,fo fond thac it had been a ſhamie to have heard 
h {| :bem in Engliſh; if ic were good in Latine it is good in Engliſh, 
- FT it 1s meant for your good, to let you underſtand what is ſaid for 
y Þ} you, to the intent you may further it with your own Devorior 
c 
n 


1 Againſt this Sedirious Company was fent ,Sir john Ruſſe! Knigh 
J Lord Privy Seal, as Lieutenant General of che Kings Army. wh 
through the gracious aſtiltance of Gods help, though in numbe 
0t equally turniſhed to the other, gave them the repulle in c 
Bartel , who notwithſtanding being obſtinately-bent, encour 
'ie A cred with him the ſecond time, having recovered themſelyes af- 
1d A cer che firſt Barrel, bur then were all clean overt! rown:They dic 
2- A what they could to quiet the people and ſtay Commotions as 
ſo A bere you ſee. Now whereas ſome ground mucffupon this Let-. 
n. MH'ter of King Edward, and fo conclude that our Common-praye 
he JI Book is nothing elſe but the Maſs-book tranflated into Engli 
1- FF rou muſt know ir is accounted a point of policy in Kings ang 
/k FJ rates, ſometimes to ſpeak and to pretend fair (when the thing 
ap IF is otherwiſe) to quiet unruly people, and to content a Rageing 
at [J nultitude, For it it were their Mais-book, what necded Arch 
re I diſhop Cra»mery proffer Queen ary in his Declaration, Sepe. 5 
;> J 1553. To defend ir againſt all Papiſts? Next, what needed 
af J Ueen Mary be fo violent to put it down with all ſpeed and fe 
»; Þ up her own Maſs-book ? Laſtly, why do the Papiſts themſelves 
els & condemn it for Hereſic, and burn our Martyrs tor maintaining 
f Ut? | | 
No: 3. They ſaw that the people were at that tie very blind anc 
de- Y ifnorant; they could ſay their Pater-Neſtor,,Creed, and Ave Ma 
ht Y':« in Latine (which they called rbeir prayers) but underſtood 
the I not one word of what they faid ; Andall the Common prayers 
-ich Y ofthe Chorch were in Larine, fo that che ordinary people could 
dich Y underſtand nothing of what was faid, Theretore the Lord: 
xem Þ proyer in Engliſh was ſo often to be repeated upon the pertor 
| mance 
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| (16) + | 
mance of ſeveral offices, that the people might ſearn it in En- 
Sliſh and underſtand it |, yea, at firſt upon the Reformation, the 


Miniſter was commanded every Holy-day when there was ng | 
Sermon, immediately after the reading of the Goſpel to go up * 
into the Pulpit,and there to read diſtintly the Lords Prayer, the » 
Creed, and the ten Commandments in Engliſh, and to perſwade 


the people to learn them, and to labour to underſtand them, 


and not only to learn them themſelves, bur to teach them tg * 


their Children'and Servants, and to bring them to the under- 


ſtanding of them. - They appointed the people alſo to ſay the * 
Anſwers with the Clerk, to encourage them and draw them on © 
to joyn with the Miniſter in thoſe prayers of the Church , that © 
. they might know that thoſe prayers were not the prayers of the # 
Miniſter alone, but they were Coommon-prayers, their prayers, # 
the prayers of the whole Congregation, the Miniſter was bur 3 
their mouth to utter them as their Servant, they were all to ſe- * 
 condhim and joyn with him wich their Voices and Mouths, or | 
_ atleaſt with their hearts, following and ſealing them with the | 


true Devotion of their hearts, and ſaying ( Amer) to all, Then 
again they appointed ſeveral Geſtures tor them to keep them 
from flumbring and flugging, thereby to quicken their attent- 


on, raiſe their Devotion, and by c_ to bring them to the # 
that chey might not offer 

a blind ſaccitice to God, but might do all with Knowledge and ! 
Devotion. : ENS - | 
Theſe things they thought fit and neceſſary, and we conceive 
no underſtanding mancan count them unlawful, or can jultly | 


underſtanding ot that which was ſai 


except againſt chem, 


Obj. But it may be ſaid theſe things mi 'ght be good ard neceſſary a 
that time, but now we have more l:ght to diſcover Errours, and man) 
taks off ence at th: Brik: T herefor: to give ſatusfattion, ut nere good 


that it were put down. 


Anſw, To this itmay be anſwered, We cannot diſcover Er-Y] 


rours where there be none ; though fome may,and many times 


do judge ſome things to be Errours wherein they erre chem-Y 


ſelves, they being none, But 
I. Whereas many people ſtand much upon this ſaying , Thu: 
| , 
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we have more Light then our fore-Fathers had , we deſire to 
know what Light it is, either ic muſt be a natural Light or a fpiri- 
tual Light, and chart either Inſpired or Revealed , either it muſt 
be meant of the Light of knowledge, or of the Light of grace: 
orit muſt be meant of a general Light, which is common to all 
men, or of a particular Light which is imparred ina more ſpecial 
way to ſome peculiar perſons, either by Inſpiration or Revelati- 
on, we know of no other kind of Ligat, Now we confeſs if we 
look uponthe generality of our people of theſe times (though 
ſome be bin and ignorant enough) we have generally more 
Light of knowledge then our tore-Fathers had, becauſe we have 
more plenty of the means of knowledge , we have the Scrip- 
tires open in our own Tongue to be read by every one that, ei- 
ther can or will read, which before were kept from the common 
people, we have Divine Service read alſo in our Engliſh 
Tongue, which before was all in Latine : Then we have con- 
{tanc Preaching, Teaching, Catechiling, to bring the people to 
kffowledge, ſo that we have more Brain-knowledge for Diſ- 
courſe then our fore-Fathers had, Bur then look again upon 
the generality of our people in their Carriage, Converſation, 
Lives and Actions, we cannot but ſee that we have leſs Saving 
knowledge, leſs Light of grace in our hearts then our f. re-Fa- 
thers had. Then again, : though the general ſort of men of- our 
daycs have more Light of knowledge then our fore-Fathers 
had, as having more means of Inſtru&tion to gain it, though leſs 
Light of grace in their hearts : Yet look upon particular men 
{not to mencion the times of the Primitive Church, when chey 
had thoſe extraordinary gifts ot che Spirit ; what parcicular- 
men can we name, eicher of cheſe our times or of late times, who 
had more Light.ot knowledge , that is, more Learning,or more 
Light of grace, chatis, more Holineſs, and Gracivulſneſs| in 
their Lives, then either thoſe ancient Fathers who were ſince 
thoſe Miraculous Gifts cealed, Ambroſe, Hierome, Anguff ne, 
and others , or then choſe who were the Reformer» of this gur 
Proteſtant Religion,and Martyrs, the Compilers, the Compoe 
ſers, and Defenders and maintainers of this Book? Search the 
Ats and Monuments of our Church, cake a full view of their 
| | D | Exaitt- 
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Examinations; Diſputations, and eſpecially their Godly an 
Divine Le:cers,you cannot but fee how full they were of Lighe, 
of Light of the ſpirit, of knowledge, of zeal, of __ hojje 
 sefs, and all ſpiricual Gitts, You ſhall there find how roundly 
and reſolutely Mr, Phi/po: replyed upon. Do@or Morgay, Thou 
art not able to anſwer the Spirit of God which ſpeaketh in me 
for the defence of his true Religion, I am able by the might 
thereof to drive thee round about this Gallery before me. We 
bave little cauſe (if we compare with them) a, of our 
Lighr, as if we had more Light of knowledge, or more Light of 
grace then they had, but may remember the old Proverb, 
Young Folks and Children think their Fathers to be Fools, but 
their Fathers know them to be Fools ; As for thoſe who are En- 
thuſiaſts, pretending to immediate Revelations, and depending 
wholly upon the Light and Guidance of the Spirit, negleing 
and deſpiſing the mea!1s which God hath appointed us, we can- 
not but account them| either meer Fancies, or the Deluſions of 

the Devil. , 
2, Whereas it is pretended that many take offence at this 
Book; We know there is Scanda/urm Datum and Scandalum Ac- 
ce2:um, an Offence given and an Offence taken : Many take an 
offence where no juſt cauſe, where no juſt occaſion of offerce 
is given, The Jews, Scribes, and Phariſees often took offence 
£ tour Saviour Chriſt (as we find in the Goſpel) at his Words, at 
his Works, at his Doctrine, at his Miracles, yea, at his Life and 
Converſation, that he was a Glutton, a Wine-bibber, a friend 
to Publicans and Sinners , yer no juſt cauſe of offence was given 
by bim. Some are ſo nice and curious, ſo fantaſtick, and ſelf- 
conceited intheſe days, that they take offence at every thing, 
yea, at nothing, things of no Concernment, as the-Bull is offen- 
ded witha Red colour , the fault is notin the things, bur in 
themſelves. But for thoſe things which were excepted againit | 

as offenſive in the Book of Commor.-prayer, being moſt of them - 
Words, Phraſes of Speeches, wrong Tranſlations, or ſomewhat 
hard expreſtions : They are all or moſt of them (eſpecially ſuch 
as gave any ſeeming ground of juſt exception } are Altered, 
CorreRed, or Expung'd inthis our new Book of Common- | 
P: 2 | prayer 
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pam to give ſatisfation, Bur to put down this Book! and 
et up a new Form, they did not think fit, and conſiderable Rea- 
ſons may be given for it, Li 
1, If they ſhould put down this Book, when as no man! can 
alledge that there is any thing in it Repuggant or mal 9 


the Word of God, nor any neceſlity requiring it. it muſt 
be accounted a great diſparagement to the Wiſdom and 

ment of our firſt prudent Retormers of this our Proteſtant 
gion, who were counted Learned, Godly, and Wiſe-men ; 
rook a great deal of pains and care to compole it, and ſerled it 
{as they thought) with a great deal of Wiſdom and Diſcrerion ; 
yea, gave their Lives to the Fire to maintain ic. We have grear 
cauſe not only to Honour them, but to preſerve their Credi: 


and Eſteem, becauſe a pore of the Credit of our Proteſtant Reli- 
the 


gion dependerh upon their Credit; ye know what odious and 
Reproachful terms ſome brand our Religion with, and therein 
blaſt the Credit of our Reformers allo. The Lords and Com- 
mons who did put down this Book of Common prayer, yet were 
ſo tender of the Honour of our firſt Retormers, that in their 
Preface to the Dire&ory (which is to be ſeen by all) they pro- 
feſs to the World that they did it not trom any love to Novelty 


or intention to diſcourage our firſt Retormers , whom we |ac- 


knowledpe (ſay they ) as excellent inſtruments raiſed by God 
tobe inthe purging and building of his Houſe, and deſire to! be 
had of his and our Poſterity in everlaſting remembrance with 
thankfulneſsand Honour, Now what tribute of thankfulneſs 
ind Honour ſhall we give them, if (no jult cauſe requiring | ic) 
we ſlight, deſpiſe, and reject this cheir Work which chey Com- 
poſed with ſo much pains, induſtry, care, wiſdom, and diſcreti- 
on went"through to many difficulties and dangers to c9m- 


12? 

2, The putting down of this Book would alſo call in queſtion 
the Wiſdom and Gravity of all our Parliaments, which have 
been theſe hundred years. which have not only paſſedit oyer 
Hd conſented to it, but Eſtabliſhedir, and again and again 
Confirmed it by Law, Our Parliament is the great Repreſien- 
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tative of our Land and Kingdom, made up of the moſt Learned, 


moſt Wiſe, moſt Godly, and choiceſt men of jrhe Realm : And 


if this Book were ſo Erroneoas, Superſtitious, or Idolatrous as 
ſome defame it, ſurely we cannot conceive bur ſome of them 
would have ſeen and obſerved thoſe Errours, and moved ro 
have had it ſome way changed or altered info many years: 
ſeeing they are as much concerned in itas any, and their duty 
doth muctflie upon it to'ſee our Religion pure; the putting 
down then of it now upon ſuch an account could 'not bur be a 
great blemiſh to them. | . 

3. This would alſo prejudice and wrong not only the Lear- 
ning and Wiſdom, bur the 'ntegrity, Sincerity, and Conſcien- 
riouſneſs of all our Godly and Grave Divines, who have lived 
and been in Eng/avd ſince the firſt Reformation of this our Pro- 
reſtant Religion ; who have not only ſubmiced to ir, but have 
ſubſcribed ro it as lawful and not contrary to the Word of 
God. Were all blind, and have led the blind all this time, 
and could not ſee ſuch groſs Errours as are now pretended to 
be in it? we cannot conceive ſo hardly or uncharitably of 
them, but ſuppole they wereas Learned, Wiſe, Religious, and 
Conſcientious as our ſelves : But ifwe now make a change of 
it upon that account, either of Errour, Superſtition, or Idola- 
try, we mult needs acknowledge and confels ſome great defect 
m chem, eicher that they failed in knowledge, or in Conſcience, 
or in both, and ſo condemn them all. 5 | 

4. Let it be granted that this Book ſhould be put down, then 
one of theſe two muſt needs follow 3 then either there muſt be 
no Form of Common-prayer ſet up and preſcribed, or a new 
Fornrdeviſed. | 

1, If there ſhould be no Form ſet up, but every man lefr at 
Liberty and have Liberty of Conſcience (as we call it) to do *' 
what is good in his our owneyes; we have ſeen too much of 
the fruits of that already : There is no man ſo blind but can fee 
it is that Liberty of Conſcience which hath been long given and 
taken among us, which hath brought all theſe Errours, Schiſms, 
Se&s, Factions, Hereſies, and Diviſions among us, which with- 
out Gods mercy muft needs end in Confuſion, Forms of 
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| prayer, of Common-prayer, were firſt ſer up and are Qiill conti 


nued, eſpecially ro this,end, to ſtop Errours, to ſtop Schiſms. 
prevent Fa&tions, preſerve Order, and to keep Unity and .|Uni. 
formity in the Church. 


2, It anew Form ſhould be deviſed tr» farisfie the Nicenefs, 


Curioſity, or Scrupulouſneſs of ſome (who are never long(con- 
tent with one thing, but (till running upon change) What 
Form could poſlibly be invented co contenc all, eſpecially in 
theſe times wherein we are all broken and ſhattered into as ma- 
ny Sects, Fattions, Shreds and Pieces, almolt 'as be Perfons > 
Nothing can poflibly be framed co farisfie all, and it is probable 
that whatſoever ſhould be deviſed would be as little or leſs ſa- 
tisfactory then this. | 
Now upon theſe Grounds and Reaſons (as wema 

je&ure) and many other which might be alledged, ic wer 
judged molt expedient to continue this our Book of Com 
prayer { being ſomewhat altered in thoſe things which were ex- 
cepted againſt) and ro Confirm ir, becauſe ot the Fickleneſs of 
our nature, who are never long content with any ſer courſe in 
any thing, or in any condition ot Life ; bur ſtill greedy and de- 


- ſirous of. Novelty and Change, though many times the change 


rove for the worle. | 
-The truth is, all men, yea Wiſe-men and Good men have 
their Aﬀections, and the miſery 1s,that menare many tme more 
ſwayed with their affections then ruled by judgment, or oyer- 
ruled (as they ought to be ) with perfe&t reaton which ſhould 
regulate the judgment. Some meerly out of humour and pre- 
judice, who never did examine this Book oft Common: prayer 
throughly with underſtanding-and judgment , nay, perhaps did 
never ſo much as vouchſate to read it over, unleſs it werein a 
Curſory way , but if. they {aw fr, threw it away with 1nd:gna- 
tion counting it an abominable thing , yet clamour againſt lit as 
Popiſh, Superſtitious, Idolatrous, and Anti-chriltian ; Surely 
DoRor Kon ard T ay/or Miniſter of Hadley in, Sufo/k, who in| the 
times of Queen Aſ.ry was there burned at Hadley, February g, 
1555- dying. a giorious Martyr for the Teſtimony of the Go- 
Ipe!, was no Papilt nor Superſtitious 1d later. "You may read 
! in. 
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in the Book of Martyrs how toutly he defended our Religion 


ro the face of Stephen Gardener then —— Wincheſter and 
Lord Chancellour, and told them | mn t he wasa Revol- 
ter,that he had forſaken the truth,denyed our SaviourChriſt and 
his Word, and done contrary to his Oath and Writing which be 


' gave and made in the rime of Hemry the 8th. and Edward the 6th. 


and there maintained (as Mr, Fx Recordeth) Marriage of 
Prieſts.and cheCommunion againſt the Maſs,and the Papilts Pro- 
pitiatory Sacritice for Quick and Dead , denying Tranſubſtan- 
ciation, &, And ar lalt when he was delivered over to be car- 
ryed to the Kings Bench, he fell down upon his knees,and lifting 


- up both his hands, prayed, and ſaid, Good Lord / thank thee , and 


from the Tyranny of the Biſhop of Rome and all his deteſtable 
Errours, Idolatries, and Abominations, Good Lord deliver ws, 
ec. By theſe words you may ſee he was neither Papiſt not [do- 
later. Yer this man and Martyr, who was Door both of the 
Civil and Canon Laws, a right perfe& Divine (as Mr. Fox (ti- 
leth him) who was ſo Learned, Godly, and Religious, ſtood (o 
{toutly and ſtrongly againſt Popery, and dyed fo conſtantly for 
our Religion, did not rake this Book of Common-prayer then 
uſually called (the Sevice-book) to be Popiſh, Superſtirious, 
Idolatrous, or Anti-cbriſtian, for (as Mr, Fox tells us) he had. it 
conſtantly by him, and made uſe otit during all the rime of his 


- Impriſonment, And the Night after he was degraded,and fo 


put over to the Secular Power, his Wife and his Son Thow4-,and 
John Hull his Servant, came and were by the Keepers of the 
Kings priſon ſuffered to Sup with him. And at their coming in 
before Supper they al kneeled down and faid the Letany, which 
by ſame is now reputed the worſt and moſt 'Abominable part of 
all the Book of Common-prayer, beſides this, Mr, Fox there 
reporteth that when this Door Kowlard | aylor was to be car- 
ryed away to Had/zy to be burnt, and took his leave of his Wife 
and Son, he gave to his Wife this Book of Church Service (chen 
io called) ſet out by King Edward, this Book of Common- 
prayer (which he a|wayes uſed in his Impriſonment) as the laſt 
rcoken and beſt roken of his love unto her. Here you ſee the 
judgment of this glorious Marryr; who was the true Servant of . 


2 God, 


Lk (23) 
God; ſtood for our Religion to the Death in thoſe fiery times of 
Queen Mary, Sealing it with bis blood, how much he pri 
this and highly efteemed ir. - To this I might adde the Authort- 
ty-and Judgment of Arch-bifhop Crazmer, Latymer, and Kidley, 
with many more who were the makers of this Book,and content 
ro give their Lives to the Fire to defend ir and our Religion : 
They could not ſee, neither judge any thing in it to be Popiſh, 
Superſtitious , Idolatrous, or Anti-chriſtian; we ſhould not 
therefore accuſe ir wrongfully, or defame it wilfully without 
cauſe, Are we wiſer thenall chey, or more Conſcientious thea 
they ? If we had but modeſty and the grace of humility injus, 
we could not but ſuſpe&t our own Judgment, andthink we [are 
deceived,unlefs we would be of the mind of 4belardry, ſingular 
and crofs to all, and ſay as he did and was wont to fay.; Omnes 
a/ri fic,ezon0n fic, All men are of this mind and judgment, but I 
am of another ; howſoever we ſhould not reproach it or {| 
thus Contemptuouſly of ir, Ss accuſaſſe ſufficia', as the laying 
was of old, 1fit be enough to Acculſe, Traduce, and Detame 
without Proof, Ground, or Reaſon, Innocence it felt cannot 
G0 free. | 
Some paſſages in it perhaps may ſeem ſtrange to ſuch as are 
ignorant or have a prejudice againtt it, by reaſon of ſome Raſh; 
High, aad Self-conceiced Spirits (who had more Zeal then 
Knowledge) who were among us in theſe late diſtracted times, 
a_—_ openly againſt this Book and againſt all Antiquity, 
never underſtanding the Grounds 'of things, nor dreaming| of 
ſuch a miraculous change as hath come upon us, untill they come | 
to know the true Reaſons of them. | 
1. The Book itſelf in general, it cannot but make a man! of 
Underitanding to admire the boldnets of fome Raw, Young, 
Self-conceited Zealots, who ſhould cry up this Boox of Com- 
mon-prayer for Popery, and condemn it ſo confidently as , 
piſh, when as | | 
1. The Papiſts themſelves willnot own it nor acknowledge 
it, nay, they deteſt it,,abbor it, and condemn it as Heretical, 
and account and call us Hereticks for maintaining it and for 
uſing it, Though Queen 4Zayy was. belped to the Crown e s 
* | clully 
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cially by the aid and aſſiſtance of the Suffo/k men, who were aft- 


wayes forward for the promoting of the Goſpel, and for our 
Proteſtant Religion » and promiſed them faichfully that She 
would nor alter the Religion then Eſtabliſhed, being this our 
Proteſtant Religion ; yet as ſoon as She got poſſeſſion of the 
Crown,She not only negle&ed her promiſe made, but puniſhed 
one Mr, Dobbe living about #indhans ſide, (trangely, for putting 
her in mind of her promiſe, ſecting him three times in the Pit- 
lory to be a gazing itock to all men for the Terrour of others, 
and made ir her chief work, care, and ſtudy, with her Adherents 
to put down with all poſſible ſpeed that might be,this our Book 
of Common-prayer, and ſet up their old Latine Service, She 
came to the Crown bur in F«ly, and in che next Moneth, Augy/7 
27. The Service began in Latine in Paw'/s Church at: Longos : 
There was a rumor ſpread abroad of Arch-biſhop Craumer, tha: 
he had Recantedand Revolted from his Religion, cauſed che 
Maſs to be ſaid at Canterbury, and had himſelf faid Maſs before 
the Queen, &c. To purge himſelf, and to ſhew to che world that 
all was untrue and meer ſcandal, and that there was no ſuch 
matter, bur that he was conſtant in the truth, he ſent out a Decla- 
ration 1n Print, dated Sep.5.the next Moneth, wherein he cleared 
himſelf trom all ſuch falſe Aſperſions, and added withall, that if 
it would pleaſe the Queen, he with Peter arty (who was then 
come from Oxford to London) and five or fix more whom he 
would chooſe, would in open diſputation maintain the Fook of 
Common prayer, with che Ceremonies and Rites there preſcri- 
bed, and the DoErine of our Church ſer forth in the time of 
Edward 6 by the Scriptures and Fathers, againſt all perſons 
whoMſoever, Burt while he was in expeRation to have this 
Diſputation obtained, he with other Biſhops were laid fait jn 
the Tower, and Peter Martyr ſuffered to depart the Realm, 
who went to Argentine, And in the next. Moneth, ©, 5. 
begun a Parliament, wherein this our Book of Common- 
prayer was put down, and the old Latine Service ſet up through- 
ourthe Land. Now with what face can any man ſay that this 
Book of Common-prayer is Popery, when asthe Papiſts them- 


ſelves willnot own it, nay, deteſt and abhor it, yea one 
or 
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| ood forour Proteſtant Religion againſt the Pope and a 
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for Hereſie this Book of Common-prayer,bent all their trenorks 
and endeavours with all poſſible ſpeed to ſuppreſs it; yea, con” 
demn us, count us and call us all Hereticks tor uſing; deterding, 
and maintaining it ? 


2. Again, if they had ſo much-Learning and Underſtantirg 


as to/ underſtand the Monuments of our Church, they might bc 
informed that this Book of Common-prayer was at firſt Com- 
poſed and made by Mr, Cra»mer Arch-biſhop of Canterbary, 
Ridley Biſhop of Loadox, Latywer Biſhop of Weſter, and divers 
others, Wiſe, Learned;and Godly men in the time of Edwardthe 
Sixth upon the firſt Reformation of pur Religion, Biſhop Rial-y 
was the firſt thatread this Book,,of Common=prayer in Pas's 
Church at London, preacbed in the Forenoon in the Quire, |and 
in the Afrernoon at Pax: Croſs, to commend this Book unto 
the people, and to perſwade them to accept it and embrace ir. 
Thele men the makers of this Book were at thac time the only 
Oppeſers of Popery, which had long been foſtered and -conti- 
nued in this Land, and was then in the heighr.* Theſe were the 
men who were the greateſt and chiefelt Oppoſers of Popery, 

{ his 

dherents, againſt all. the Papiſts and ' Popiſh Biſhops: jyea 

ſtood ſtrongly to the Death, Sealing ir ich cheir bloud, bring 
burat immediately afrer in Queen ar: days for the profeſſion 
ofit, which if they had not done, inall probabiliry our Prore- 
{tant Religion had been much weakned, if not wholly ſuppreſ- 
ſed and utterly extinguiſhed: Bur God: was pleaſed to 'ſhew 
his ſtrength in theic weakneſs, and togive them rhat*conſta 


whereby many wete Confirmed in the truth, and: Converted to 


the truth. The beheading of Martyrs (as F uſtine. Marrir ſpeak- 
erh»is like the'cutring of Vines, the more they be cur, che more 
they proſper and fructihe.; ſoir was wich the burning of Mar- 
iyrs, ' Sanugnr Martyrum, Semen Exclifia; was the old' fit 
The bloud of the Martyrs is the Seed of the Church: for 
the blond, of the Martyrs the Church is notddeſtroyel bur- 


redand refreſhed. Irtisa very Memotablething whicl'MF.F.« 


reportethin che Book of Martyrs, chatwhen Biſhop. 
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ind Rid/ey were brought to theſtaketg be butdr tor ur Reli- 
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Sion, Mr, Latymer ſpoke theſe words to Biſhop Ridley; Be-o 
2ood Comfort Mr. Kidley and play the man, we ſhall this day 
dy Gods grace Light ſuch a Candle in Evxglandas I truſt ſhall 
never be put out again, 'This Candle by Gods mercy hath 
burnt hitherco, and by his blefling (if our ſins do not hinder) 
way continue and never be put out again, Mr, Bagſhaw who 


made a ſtrong Speech in the beginning of our late: Long-Parlia-- 


ment againit our Biſhops, to bring them all into a Premunire 
for their late Canons then made, and exceeding and going be- 


yond their Commiſſion according to Law , giveth this honou- 


rable teſtimony of the Martyrs who firſt ſtood tor 6ur Religion 
in the Commendation of Pembroke Hall in Cambridge , that 
William Sawtree was Martyrum Primw, Ridley Martyrum Dottiſſi- 
mu, and Brad/ord Martyram Piiſitimm , yet ail theſe tour 
Champions for the truth, who were the yery Pillars to bear up 
-our Religion, muſt be cryed up by theſe young men for Papiſts, 
and this Book, of Common-prayer (their Work) for Popery : 
This cannot but ſhew a great deal of Pride and Ignorance. Had 
theſe men þeen well bred at the Schools of the Prophets, broughc 
up at the Univerſity their full time, and tarried at Jericho till 
their Beards were grown, they would have had more Humility, 
Modeſty, Wiſdom, and Diſcretion. | | 
2, For the ſeveral particulars ofthis Book, which are eicher 
by the Ignorant, Curious, and prying wits of our Age, or by 
the prejudiced Aﬀecions of men excepted againſt, ic were end- 
leſs ro examine all, ſome being meer Pun&ilio's and Trifles, not 
worth an anſwer ; The ſubſtance of all beſides Te Denm, bene - 
difte,Glaria Patri, The three Creeds, the Apoſtles Creed, the 
Nicene Creed, and the Athanaſian Creed, and theprayers there 
ſet are all Canonical Scripture, which cannot be excepted a- 
Sainſt, neither can any alledge and prove any thing. in it to be 
RePugnant and contrary to the word of God, only they ſtand 
upoa theſe or ſuch like ſcruples. (124 


The chief exceptions which are made againſt this our Book of 


Common:- prayer are theſe. 


ec” + | | 
1, Againſt many Words, Phraſes of Speech, wrong Tranſla- 


tions, and hard expreſſions io ct, 


& 
3, Againſt 
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2, Againſt the ſet and Sele& Chapters called eſſons, and 
the Epiſtles and Goſpels appointed. - 
3. Againſt the Reſponds and Anſwers of the Clerk, ; 
4. Againſt the Shotneſs and Multitude of our Prayers, | 
| 5+. Againſt the ſeveral Geltures preſcribed, the ſtanding up 
1: at the Creed, the bowing at the Name or our Lord Jeſus, 
; kneeling at the Lords Supper, | 
i 6 Againſt the Idolizing of this Book, and clogging it with 
Popiſh Ceremonies, which are againſt our Chriſtian Li- 
berty, | | 
| _Inall theſe we ſhall endeavour to give ſatisfaRion to reaſo- 
nable and moderate men, by ſhewing the true Grounds and 
Reaſons of them all in order, hs 
Obj. There be many unfuting Words, Phraſes of Speech, Corrupt 
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Verſions, wrong Tranſia:ions, and hard Expreſcions sn this Book, of 
.Common-prayer.. | | Be Y 

Auſw, We doacknowledge many paſſages in ic have been | 
excepted againſt . yet of ſal! Concetnmenr, if they had been + 1 
favourably and charitably copſtrued. Exception hath been ra- i 4 
ken at the firſt Sentence, At what time ſoever a ſinner doth' re- " 
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pent, &c,.as there is no healch in us inthe Conteſlion of fins, © © + + | 
JT at Te Devm, Beneditte, the praying part ofthe Letany by the Clerk Wi * 
: and people, at words in the Communion, with Angels and Arch- [H | 
J. angels, after the Communion in the prayers which for our un- | Hil 
worthineſs we dare nor, and for our blindneſs cannotask, vouch- ; i 
ſafe to give us for the worthineſs of thy Son, Jeſus Chriſt our | 
Lord, at the words in Baptiſm that Infants may receive Remil-- » 1} 
ſion of fins by ſpiritual, Regeneration, ar ' words in,the' Rubrick | 1 


after Confirmation before the Catechiſm, that Children dapti- | BY 
zed are undoubtedly ſaved, though they had nor Confirmation, . | k 
at the ci ſes inthe Commination; chew at many paſſages in the _ | 
reading Pſalms which are according to the old Tranflacion, P/-. ; | 
28. 9. P/a.37, 38. Pſa. 38.8 r(4.68. 6. Pſ4 105, 28.P(-, 197. 
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on Palm Sunday, and in Eph. 3. the Epiſtle onthe 16th. Sunday 
after Trivi:y. Bur the greateſt exception of all was ar the 


words of Burial, We=commit. bis body ro the ground, Earth to 


_ Earth, Aſhes co Aſhes, Duſt to Duſt, in ſure and certain hope 


ofReſurreRion to eternal life. Theſe words indeed (at the firſt 
f}pht or found of them) To be ſpoken of all indifferently, wirh- 
out any diſtinction, though their Lives had been never ſo bad 
and looſe, might ſeem ſomewhat ſtrange and harſh ro many an 
honeſt and well-meaning man, who did not underſtand them a- 
right, or know the Grounds or Reaſons of them, 

I, If you mark the words well, it is not faid in ſure and cer- 
rain logs of his or her Reſurre&ion ;to eternal Life, as in parti- 
cular 
{ſpoken in general In ſure and certain hope of Reſurrection to 
eternal life , that is, of (a) Reſurre&ion to eternal life, or as it 
i5-now Corrected and ſet down in the Book, in ſure and certain 
hope.of (the) ReſurreRion to erernal Life: To fhew that we 
Chriſtians do believe that there isa ReſurreRion to eternal 
life, and that we bury our dead ina ſtrong hope and faith, thac 
weandall true believers ſhall riſe again to eternal life. In 
doubtful Speeches charity ſhould take the beſt conſtruRion and 


faireſt interpretation, and not pervert the meaning of che 


words, : 

2. If they will not be perſwaded, but that it. was meant by 
the Church, as they take it and will apply it in reference to the 
party deceaſed , yet this at moſt 1s bur the charicy of our 
Church, and you know what the Apoſtle Saint Pas/ ſpeaketh of 
charity, 1 Cer, 13.5. Charity thinketh no evil, belieyeth all 


things, hopeth all things, covereth a multitude of faults, we 


have no warrant in Scripture (as far asT find) to judge, cenſure, 
or condemn any man (eſpecially for his final end) though he 
lived never ſo ny, he might have grace '(for ought we 
know) to repent before his death, but rather command to the 
contrary, Luke 6.37. Judge mor, and you ſhall not be judged ; con 
demn net, and ye ſhall not be condemned, Again, Rom, 14,4, Wh 


art. thouthat cond: another mans Servant ? He ſtandeth or fall? 
«th (ſaith the Apoſtle) ro his awn Maſter. And this charicy © 
ha _ grounde * 
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erounded upon more Reaſon then every one underſtandeth , 
if. we con{ider the conſticution of the Government of 6br 
Church, whe itriftneſs oi Diſcipline that: was ſet up aid execu- 
red, and the temper and condition of the people of thoſe times, 
vou w1il find bor Reaſon and Equity init The Governmetc 


ſetup was ſtrict, ifany of the Congregation were -known, p 


upon common fame noted ro be Drunkards, or any way Swea- 


rersz, Fornicators, unclean Perſons, or any way prophane ; th 


were tO be preſented ro the Court by the Church-Wardens of 


| the Pariſh upon their Oath (which was uſually done twice | a 
year conſtantly if not oftner) they were ſummoned and con- 
vented to the Court, and upon Proof or Evidence of the Fa 

cenfured and pur to open penance for the terrour of others : 
If the party Delinquent did ſubmu, repent,and promiſe amend- 


ment,upon his penace all was remitted , he was receivedin asa - 


Brother, and reconciled to the Church ; bur if he continued ob- 
{tinate and wilful in his courſe, was excommunicated and caſt 
out of the Church, and ſo {tood rill he did repent: And being 
excommunicate, if he died ſo,he was not thus to be buried, , bur 
was by the Law and by the Church debarred of the, priviledge 
called by the ancients by the name of ( Chriſtian Burial) ſo thar 
ifa man were ſucha notorious Offender and Excommunicate by 
the cenſure of the Church, as few ſuch were in thoſe days (peo- 


ple were not ſo looſe by far as now, and again they feared much- 


the curſe of the Church, the danger of Excommunication) he 
was excluded from this priviledge by the Law, and might nor 
be thus buried by the Miniſter. Now if we look upon other 
forms of Government, the Presbyterians and Independents alfo 
will acknowledge that no private man, nor ſole and fingle per- 
pn, nor the Miniſter himſelf ſhould have - power to judge, cen- 
ure, or condemn-any man, or as muchas todifown him as a 
Brother for any fault till he be cenſured and condemned by the 


Church, this were tootyrannical : Then let any man judge - 


(if he look upon our Diſcipline being now fully again-revived, 
if it be fully executed as it ſhould be) whether cbariry be. here 
altogether miſtaken, or what juſt ground there is .given of ex- 

ception againſt thoſe words. But all theſe we will pafs over: 


= Cr a ee Ea a Eee ee ee Ge SN een = 


(39) | | 
' --a94 not mention them any farther, becauſe all of chem or the 
moſt of them (ſuchas gave any juſt ſeeming cauſe or occaſion of 
offence.) are amended, altered, or expunged, and pur out in 
this our book of Common: prayer to give ſatisfaction 
Obj. There ſhonld be m1 fer and preſcribed Chapters to be veal 
called Leſſons, ner ſelett Epiftles and Goſpels, but we ſhouldread the 
Scriptures all «lng, fer they alledge, Luke 16. 29. At, 13,15. AR. 
"IF, 21. Colof, 4. 16. 2 Tim\3. 16. 5 | 
Axuſw. Surely we conceive that no reaſonable man can think 
that chis doth any way abridge our Chriſtian Liberty, but that 
herein we may ſubmit co the wiſdom of our Governours , who 
bave. thoughr fic thus ro appoint it, partly for Order that Uni- 
 formity might be kepr, and partly tor Edification, becauſe ail 


parts of the Scripture are nocalike Edifying and Profitable to 


the people. 

1, For the Chapters called Leſſons, the Latine word for 
Chapters is (Capita) from the word (Cap) in the 77 2M num- 
ber, ſignifying a Head, an Article, a Clauſe, the ſumme and 
'principal point,a Chapter. Now you muſt know that the divi- 
lion of the Bible inco ſeveral Seftions hath much differed, ir 
was alons time parted into Titles, for Saint Matthew 355. for 
Saint Mark, 335. for Saint Ewke 343. for Saint Jobs 3 32, &c. 


Some are of opinion thar the preſent diſtin&ion of Chaprers | 


now generally uſed; _—_— Lanfranck Arch-biſhop of Camerbu- 
ry Anno Dom. 1060, becauſe we do not meet with it ſooner,and 
Kabb: Kimehi and other Learned Jews from that time uſe rhe 
ſame partition of Chapters in the old Teſtament, yer Jobs Bal: 
-affirmeth, that Scephey Langton Archbiſhop of Canterbury divi- 
ded the Bible into Chapters abour 4» Dew. 1224, But to 


bring the Chaptersinto Verſes was the work of Roberr Stephens, 


Anno Dom. 1550. as his Son'Henry Stephens teſtifieth in his Epi- 
{He before the Greek Concordance, fo that rhe word Chapter 


__ the ſumme, chief part or portion of the Scripture 


which4s tobe read atone time :* And tor the word Leffon, it is 


cakeh from the Laring word (Lettio) which ſignificch a Reading, 
-z LeQure, a Leſſov, or Choice ſumme gathered together, -both 
ſhewing that theſe Chapters are Sele& portions of Scripture 
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moſt fir for Edification, and appointed to be read tor the inf 
Rion of the people. | | 

2, For the Epiſtles and Goſpels which are moſt * excepted/a- 

gainſt, be bur-pleaſed ſeriouſly ro conſider of thele things, 

1, They are all parts and portions of Canonical Scripture, 
_ an that regard they cannot any way be diſallow- 
ed. wr 

2. Thatthey are ſo ordered, that the Epiſtles for the moſt 
part hold forth the Docrine of Manners for the regula- 
ting of our Lives, andthe Goſpels the DoEtrine of Faith 

unto the people, forthe perfe&ting of our knowledge, and 
ſerling of our Judgment and Conſciences by way ot belief 
tn the great Myſteries of our Salvation, being ſelec porti- 
ons moſt fit for Edification, 

3. They are De Tempore, applyed to the time, putting us 
mind either of ſome duty God requireth of us, or of fo 
ſpecial bleſiing which we have received from God at that 
time of the year ,, for which wearecalled uponand ſtirr 
up to thank ulneſs acthat time. 

4. This courſe hath been anciently uſed and long obſerved 
inthe Church , Walfr:d#s Strabo the Abbot doth aſcribe ir 

_ tothe firſt Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, Indeed we find in 
the Primitive times that they had their (Letwre:) their 

| Readers, who read the Scripture to the people in thei 
publick Aſſemblies when they met together, bue whether 


_ theyreadtheſe, is uncertain, | f 
Some ſuppoſe St. Hierome did Collet them, and Dawaſhe 
brought them into the Church, but Hierome bimi@f in his Aps- 
logetico adverſu Vigilantiam, maketh mention of theſe Porti- 
ons of the Goſpel uſed in the Greek Church long before his 
time; others ſay it was Alcurm the Maſter of Charles the 
Great, and ſome Paulus Diaconms, but the beginning is alto 
ther uncertain; but this the moſt affirm, that this courſe hath 
beenuſed in the Church twelve hundred years and upward 


And the Reformed Churches in Germany ute them ſtill, and re- 


tain them to thisday. 2 
As for the Places and Texts of Scripture aNledged againſt rhis 
| #7 | cour! 


| 2 | (32) "0 
| Courſe,they conclude nothing, neither are they of any value, 
we deny not bur as it is L»kz 16, 29. 44(es and the Prophets 
* areto be read, are to be heard, and as Act. 13, 15. and Aa, 15. 
21,” they are to be read upon the Sabbath days, ' Bur there 
you ſee they are but Lecures, Parts, and Portions of them, no: 
whole Books at one time; and no man can ſay but that we do or- 
dinarily and uſually read them to them people. As for that C/-/. 
4.16. we do not tind that he doth command char that Epiſtle 
wſhould be read all at one time, though we acknowledge ic is not 
ſo long but irmight be conveniently read all ar one time, eſpe- 
cially when it: came firſt unto them, hut only to be read of 
chem, and inthe Churches of the Laedicears , And for that of 
2 Tim. 3.16, we confeſs, that the whole Scripture is given by 
fl | Inſpiration of God, and is profitable to teach, to convince, to 
= 1 correc, and to inſtru&in'righreouſneſs. But withall no man 
can deny bur one part of the Scripture may, be far more Edity- 
ing, far more profitable for the people then another, Then 
what are all theſe Texts,to the purpoſe ? we find in the ancient 
Records, that the Jews in Gods anctenc Church had their ſeve- 
ral Se&ions, Parts, and Portions of Scrzpture: (which they 
called ?ara/ch19th)' diſtinct parcels ſer: our 'tobejread gn the 
Sabbath days; which St. Luke calleth LeRures, AA.z 23.15. At 
rer the Lecture of che Law andthe Prophets, &c, ſhewing tha: 4 
part was read out of the Law, 'and a part opt of the Prople:-. 
And inthe Primitive times we do;nor find; that; rhey. were ticd | 
cither to rcad or to expound upon, one-Byok Wholly, and go 
through it all along ſnorder 3 but. cook parts. aa&portions of | 
= 'Y Scripture, fuch as'they accounred/moſtufeful and profitable tor 
| | the people, moſt Editying, and allo moſt .proper for the time , 
which rhey did nor only read but expound and preach upon, c- 
ſpecially theſe.ſele& Epiſtles and Goſpels, as may plainly ap- 
pear to any.man by the. many and ſeveral Poltalls,yhich are cx- 
rant upon them, - Es om od: aid nif”s; 
Object; -The Reſprndi and Aiſners 'of the Clerk are not fitins; 
none ſhould ſpeak tn the Church but the Miniſter. 


4 


Anſw. We acknowledge as the Miniſtex is the Mouch of ; 
-Gog unto. the. people. by Preaching, {9;; he-is.che Mouth 
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Y 


" Devation of their hearts; as' prayers are 
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of the people againto God by prayer, But then 

1. You muſt remember to conceive of the Miniſter as the - 
ſervant of che Church and helper of the Congregation in 
prayer, he is not there as a private man praying —_ him- 


a | 


lelt, and pouring out his own neceſlities, but as a publick per- 
ſon preſenting to God the Petitions of the-people, GErayers 
And ſurely we mult needs think and judge, though the botresvt 
the people be there preſent, yet if their hearts (it not their lips) 
do not joyn with him, thoſe prayers which he maketh and there 


' poureth out (being their prayers and in their behalf) cannvot be 


{aid to be the prayers of the people, or any way effeRtual for 
them,or acceptable to God from them {but rather accounted by 
Goda deluſion in them) ſeeing heisbur cheir Mouth) their 
Speaker, to deliver and preſent their Petitions co God, to utter 
them for the people and intheir behalf, It is a grear milk 
in people to think that inthe Common-prayers of the ch 


. the Miniſter can do all their duty ro God for them without 


them ; They muſt conſider they come not to the Church(the 


' Houſe of prayer) to hear the Miniſter pray, but to pray them- 


ſelves, and to joyn their hearts (if not their voices) with the 

Miniſter in the Common-prayers of the Church. | 
2 You muſt alſo take notice. that this is Common-prayer 
wherein all ſhould joyn and unite their hearts —_ Gif not 
their voices) in their joynt and common Supplications unto 
God, that they may the bectcer prevail with God, the whole 
Congregation ſhould agree and joyn with the Miniſter in them, 
as the Apoſtle ſhewerh in 1 Cor, 14. 16. where ſpeaking of 
him that prayed in the Church with a ſtrange rongue, not |\un- 
derſtanding of che people , he ſaith, How ſhall he rhat occupreth 
t oe room of the unlearned ſay (Amen) «t thy grying of thanks ,| ſee- 
ins he knoweth not what thou ſayeſt? whereby it appeareth 
that at that time it was the cuſtom of the Church. Though one 

(the Miniſter) utter'd the prayers, yet all the Congregation a- 
greed to them, witneſſing and giving their confent anto them 
by anſwering { Amen) following and ſealing them up with! the 
pon_—_ 

chai The c 


ayes 
| 6 


lifting up of our hearts to God, ſo (tiled Hoſe 
| F 


(34) | | 
of our lips,they are thoſe ſweet odours, Rev. 5.8. thoſe rich 
preſents, Att.1o 4. which being carried up to heaven do beſt 
reſtifie our dutiful affeRion, and are the moſt undoubred means 
to purchaſe apy favour at the hand of God. You know what 
St, fame; faith, Jamy.16. The prayer of the rightrans availethmuch 


with Gad if it be fervent; the word is ( rai: ) in the fingukar 


number, the prayer of one righteous man is ſtrong and torci- 
ble wich God, Foſhwah by his prayer made the Sunto ſtand (till 
in the Firmament, Jo.10 Hezeksah made the Sun to go back 
ten degrees inthe Dial of Abaz., E[. 38, 8. Elias by his prayer 
did ſhut uptheaven, 1 King: 17:3,and open; heaven, « Kmg, x8; 
45- yea, fetchr fire thrice from heaven. Peter by prayer raiſed 
Tabitha, Att.g, Panf,Emtychns, Att, 20, Yea it! ftayerh the very 
hand of God, when hes ready to ſmite, God himſelf ſpeak- 
ethto Mofrs, Exod.32. 10. Let-axe alone that my wrath may wax 
bet againſt them, Moſes ſtood ih the gap to turn away Gods ari- 
Ser. from them, and by his prayer ſtayed his hand , Qui re Li- 


 $4vit Dowine Deus } Ligatum habent Saxttt Drum, ut neon puniat | 


11ſt permiſerint pſi, wt non puniat niſi dinſſus upſe, ſaith Bernard. 
The Saints of God: do bind God, that he cannor puniſh except 


they give way. H the prayer of one righteous man be fo power- - 


ful wil Gogd, the prayers of many righteous can not but pre- 
vail more; we have 2 ipecial promiſe, Math, 18.20.' Where-tw» 
or three are gathered together in my name, | amthere 1 the midſt 2- 
"-2w0ng them Jaith our Saviour: Afnlts mmirum cum. Congregantur 
- Hnanimes: ſnnt magni,  multorum preces, impaſsibile eft contemn'!, 
ſaith Ambroſe ,, many Littles make:a great body, and ſuch forces 
do as it were beliege God and make himyield: God cannot bur 


hear the prayers of many; they are like:the roaring Sea, or like - 


a Thunder-clap in the ears of God. Not to trouble you with 
our own Chronicles how the men of St. Edmynds Bury prayed a- 
Sainſt that cruel Tyrant Swarw, andthe Lord heard them and 


\mote Swans that he died roaring. and yelling, and they were ' 


delivered; There is a memorable ſtory'ir our” ancient Monu- 
ments, how in the hoaſt of M4. Aurel a Company of Chriſtiah 
,, Souldiers by pr trained Rain when all the hoaſt was like 
to periſh for waFof water , they alſo obtained Thander-bolrs 

| PL | to 


” 


f 


[ 
i 
1 


(35) 


thence were called Legi Fulminea: We have divers ex 
inthe Scriptures, I ſhall name but one, you read At. 1 2,1. 
Hered ſtretched out his hand co ves certain of the Church, he 
killed James the Brother of Johz with the Sword, procceged far- 
ther and took Peter and put him in priſon, intending after the 
Paſſover to bring him out unto the people (for ought we 
know ) for execution , it is there ſaid, ver, 5. carneſt 
was made of the Church for Peter, God could nor but he 


prayers of his Church, of his ſervants aſſembled and united to- 


gether in prayer.and did hear them. For the night before Peter 


was to be brought forth, he ſent his Angel into the priſon, rai- 


ſed Peter being aſleep, bound with two chains and lying between 


two Souldiers, cauſed his chains to fall off, opened unto him the 
riſon doors, ' went before him, led him our into the City, and 


: lodelivered him our of the hand of Herod and from the ) expe- 


Ration of the' people. Thus you ſee the power of Common- 
prayer, how much it prevaileth with God whea the rye ſer- 
vants of God joyn bands and unite themlelves rogerther ur 
prayer, beſeeching God for any ſpecial blefling; remember 
well what is written, A, 4.24. when Peter and Foba| being 
threatned by the Prieſts and Elders, and commanded to teach 
no more in the name of Jeſus, came to their fellows and ſhewed 
them whar had been done uncothem, it is recorded when they 


| heardir,theylift vp their voices with one accord, and ſaid, 
| Lordthou art the God, ec, And that God was well pleaſed! with 


the lifring up'of their voices together with their hearcs in prayer, 
may appearby ver. 31, and whenas they prayed,the place was 
ſhaken where they were afſembled together, and they were all 
filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and they fpake the word off God 
boldly, What are our words and voices but the Expreſlions and 


Interpretations of our hearts ? then why may not our geople 


joyn their voices as well as their ,bearts (eſpecially ar|{-me 


times). with the Miniſter, to ſtir up themſelves, and expreſs 


their Devorion,. and to ſhew that they own the prayers 6i tae 


{iniſter, and do joyn with him in the Common-prayers of the 
Church? © | | ; 
F 2 : : Zo Con- 
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3. Conſider the Reaſons why the Clerk is ſometimes to ſay 


after the Miniſter, as in the conteſſion of Sins, the Lords prayer, 
| &c. and why art other times to anſwer the Miniſter, We may 


think-that Wiſe men and* Godly men would ordain nothing 
in the Church without good Reaſons and Ground for it, 

1. Forthe Clerk, you muſt know he is only appointed to an- 
fwer as the Guide and Leader of the people and Congregation, 
ro draw them on and to encourage them to follow him , fer 
what he ſays, all ſhould ſay with him in the confeſſion of ſins, 
the Lords prayer,in the Letany,repeating of the ten Command- 
ments or elſewhere , yea all, Miniſter, Clerk, and Congregati- 


' on ſhould joyn with their hearts (and may ſometimes with their 


voices) in all the prayers of the Church, for Deliverance, for 


Mercy, for Grace, for Peace, &c. what is uttered by one,ſhould 


be ſeconded with the Mouths, or at leaſt with the hearts of all 
the Congregation, eſpecially in ſaying (Amen) to all, becauſe 
all ought to joyn in the Common-prayers of the Church, 

'2, For the people, why they ſhould joyn their hearts always 
with the Miniſter in the Common-prayers of the Church, 
and may, atſome ſer times,their voices, theſe Reaſons may be 


_ readred. 


1, To ſtir them up to attention, to fhake off their fluggiſh- 
neſs, to keep them from ſlumbring, and co bring them to the 
knowledge of the ſeveral parts of Divine Service ; you cannot 
but take notice that our common and ordinary people are not 
only ignorant, but very dull and lumpiſh inthe pertormance of 
Divine Service : They do it without Reverence or Fear, need 
often ſtirring up and quickning. Many of them think ir is e- 
nough if they come to Church and be there with their bodies, 
whereſoever their hearts be; therefore ſome as ſoon as they are 
ſetled in their ſeats, hold down their heads and fall aſleep, 0- 
thers gaze: about, and ſome are ſlugging and ſlumbring, little 
minding the Service of God, ſo that they need quickning and 
ſtirring up. Now if they would joyn andſay with the Clerk (as 
they ought) ir would be a means to put life into them, to ſhake 


' 


mind them of the buſineſs they are about, and to bring them 
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1 they imagine that theic much ſpeaking will cauſe them to, 
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ro ſome meaſure of Knowledge and Underſtanding. 
2. To make them know that the prayers there uttered by the 
Miniſter are their prayers, made intheir name,tor them and lin 
their behalf, that rhey ſhould own chem, go along in their hearts 
ifnot always in their voices) with their Minitter, and ſaying 
(Amen) to all, that it may appear that they underſtand whar 
they do, and not only give their conſent, bur do joyn along 
, 

> 


Ad 
| 
| 


man can juſtly take offence at the Clerks anſwering, but ſuch 
underſtand nor the true grounds and reaſons of tt. =” 
Ob}. Our prayers are 169 many and tco ſhort ; ſome count them Of 
ot call them) Shreds and Pieces of prayer. | | 
Arſw. We cannot think that God is delighted with the rmyl- 
titude of words, you know So/vmmns counſel, Eceleſ. 5. 1, Be ne 


with him in the Common-prayers of the Church , ſo that i 
| 


raſh with thy mouth, and let mt thy heart be haſty to utter a thing be- 


fore God, for God 13 19 the heauen,and thou upon earth;therefore let thy 
words be few; and what our Saviour ſaith, Aar.6.7.hben jou pray, 
ſe nowain re etitions 45 the Heathen , for they thizk to be heard 


for their muc babling, yet we do not diſallow of long prayers, 


{0 that the heart do not flag, -but be kept bent unto them, a 


the fervency of the Spiric go along with them. Ir is not as ſome 
©1magine (ſaith an ancient Father)<hat long praying is that faule 


of much ſpeaking in prayer, which our Saviour doth there re- 
prove, for then he would not himſelf have continued whHo 
nights in prayer, as you read Luk? 6-12. that he ſfext the whole 
»icht in prayer to God, bur that we ſhould uſe no vain ſuper- 
Auity of words as the* heathens do, no vain Tautologies, for 


heard ; whereas in tru-h the thing which God looketh upon,js 
how well our hearts are affected in prayer, 'and not how co 
ous our tongues are, how well weare affected in the true devo 
tion of our hearts when we come to preſent our Supplication 


' before him, and not how long wetalk. Our Saviour Chriſt de- 


nounceth a woe againſt the Scribes and Phariſees, Mar, 23. 14. 
Woe unto you Scribes and Phariſees, Hypocrites, for you devour widow 
ko»ules under colour of long prayers 3 noting their ſin of Hypocriſy 
in that they devoured Widows goods, and under a ſhew of 
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godlineſs, not as if he did find fault with long prayers, ſo they 
befree from Hypocriſie and from yain olteatation,and attended 
with the true Devotion of the hearr, yet ſhort prayers may be 
as effecual alſo ro prevail with God tor a bleſſing, when they 
are poured out ofa contrite and' broken |hearr , proceeding 
from fairh, and followed with the feryency of the ſpirit, Look 
upon the Parable of the Phariſee and Publican mentioned by 
our Saviour, Luke 18.10, Two men went up to the Temple to 
pray, the one a Phariſee, the other a Publican; the Phariſee ma- 
keth a long prayer juſtifying himſelf, laying open and cenſu- 
ring the taults and fins of others, and condemning the poor 
Publican, © God, I thank thee that I am mit as & her men, Extortic- 
ers, Hnjuſt, Adulterers, cr as this Publican, 1 faſt twice in the 
week: | give tithe of all that ever I poſſeſſe, re you fee how he 


* dothinlarge and commend himſelf, but the Publican ſtood a 


far off,and would not lift ſo much as his eyes up to Heaven, as 
being aſhamed of his fins, confounded in himſelf, and afraid of 


| Gods judgments ; but ſmote his breaſt tro ſhew the true contri 


tion of his heart, his prayer is ſhort, only this, © God, be merci- 
ful to mea fonner ;, yer this man went home to his houle juſtified 
(ſaith our Saviour) rather then'the other, God accepred of the 
ſhorc prayer of the humble Publican proceeding from faith, and 
rejeed the long prayer of the proud Phariſee. The ſacrifices 
o6God (ſaich Davis, Pſal. 51.17.) are a contrite ſpirit, A 
broken and a contrite heart O God thou wilt nat deſpiſe. Hoc negutium 
plernung, plus gems quam Sermon bus apitur, plus Flety qnin! 
affa:u, faith Ber:ard ,, God regardeth the Groans, Sighs, and 
Tears of an humble foul more then words, We read that when 
AMonicathe Mother of St. Angaſtine (a good Religious Woman) 
did often complain, weep, and devoutly pray to God for her 
Son Axga«ſiize (being thena wild and unruly youth) that the 
Lord would be pleaſed to convert him and make him a new 
man, St, Awbroje comforted her, faying, It is impoſlible char a 
Son. of ſo many tears ſhould periſh , fo may we ſay, it is im- 
poſlible that the prayers, groans, and tears of an humble ſoul 
and cantrite heart ſhould be in vain, Mark the prayer of Ha- 
wah, 1Sam,1,13. Whenſhe prayed in Gods Houſe for a Son, 

| the 
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the Text ſaith, ſhe ſpake in her hearc, her lips did ohly mo\ 


- her voice was not heard ; ſo that E/: the Prielt cook|her to be 
drunk, but ſhe anſwered, ver. 15,16, Nay my Lord, ut { am| 4 . 


woman troubled in ſpirit, I bave drunk, neither wine nor firong drink» 
but have poured out my /oul before God , for of the abundanceof my 
complaint aud of my grief have 1 ſpoken hitherto, God heard jn 
Heaven the very groans and deſire of her heart, and gave her|a 
Son according to her delire, The Form of prayer command 
by God for the Prieſts to bleſs the people, Nnwb. 6.23 t 

prayer of Moſes at the —_— forward and reſting of the Ark, 
Num#$.10.35. thei\prayer preſcribed in cafe of an uncertain mut- 
ther, Dewt.21 7,8. 1n paying their third years tiche, Denr.26.13, 
14, I5. the very Form of prayer which Chriſt himſelf gave r 
his Diſciples, La«ke 11.1, to bea pattern to them and us, all ar 


C 


very ſhort, pichy, ſubſtantial, and comprehenſive , long prayer © 


is a dutling of the| edge of our ſpirit, and of the earneſtneſs an 


fervency of the heart which is required in prayer. Now our 


prayers are Common-prayer, fitted for the capacity of our 
plain, common, and ordinary peope, whoſe hearts cannot by 
long bent fully to, one thing, but are aptto#itray, therefor 
our prayers are ſhort, to keep up the Attention of the heart an 
ſpirir, and many becauſe they conſiſt of many ſeveral Petitio 
aud Requeſts. It we look upon Antiquity, St, Auguſtine Ep. 121 
tells us, that the Brethren 1n Egypr are reported to have ma 
prayers, but every one of them very ſhore, as if they were dart 
thrown out witha kind of ſudain quickneſs, leaſt the vigilan 
ind ere& attention of the mind which in prayer is very nece 
lary,ſhould be waſted and dulled, if their prayers were tew an 


long. And.Luthber faith, that prayer is Chri/tianorum Bowbarda 


the- Chriſtians Gun-ſhot, asthena Bullet out of a Gun, 
Yrayers out of our mouth can go no farther then the ſpirit doth 
arry them : Therefore iris humble and fervent Devotion, th 
frong bent of che hearr, mind, and fpiric that doth pierce th 
owes of Heaven and pleatech God, as you may ſee by Hannah 
| Samy, 1. 13, and the ſhort Ejaculations of an eartieſt and de 
your ſoul are a loud cry in theears of God, as you may ra 
by Gods words to\/Moſes, Exod.14, 15. Why deſt'hau cry unto "1 
3 ( 
| 
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ſo that if our prayers be ſhort and many, as conſiſting of many 
everal Petitions, as Jong as our hearts and the fervency of the 
Spirit are joyned with them, there is no doubt but they may 
. and ſhall find acceptance with God. |\_ 

Obj. That the ſeveral GeSF ures preſcribed inthe Service of God, 
the ſtanding np at the Creed, the bowing at the name Jeſus, and kneel-\, 
ing at the receiving of the Lords Supper, are Off enſtue to many, : 

Anſw, There is an old ſaying, Feliz qu prtwic rerum co91:- 
ſcere cauſas,, if moderate and wiſe men were ſo happy as to 
know the true grounds and reaſons of theſe things, they would 
not ſo ſoontake offence, nor be offended atall; we all acknow- 
iedge the Geſture and Poſture of the Body in the Service of 
God to be counted among things indifferent, as a thing indiffe- 
reat in it ſelf, neither neceſſary nor ſinful, Morally neither 
Good nor Evil, neither Commanded nor Forbidden in Scrip- 
ture, God regardeth not ſo much the outward Geſture or 
Poſture of the Body, as the inward frame of the Soul and true 
Devotion of the heart, yer it-is the Apoſtles charge, 1 Cor, 14. 
40. T hat all things in the Church ſhould be done. decently and in order, 
Indeed Order is the Beauty of Nature, the PerfeRion of all 
things, Government the preſerver of Order, Laws the Soul of 

Government, and Execution the life of all, without which no # 
Society, State, or Kingdom, nor the Life of Man or Service of 
God can well ſubſiſt, Now ifin time of Divine Service, ard 
in the performance of one and the ſame Office, and at the ſame 
time one will ſtand, another kneel, and another fit ; what or- | 
der ſhall there be in the Church, or what decency? And who 
ſhall ſettle this decency and order in the Church but the Go- ! 
vernours of the Church? Then if we owe obedience to our | 
Covernours according to Gods command, Row. 13 1.we ſhould 
ſubmit to their judgment in thoſe things which we count indit- } 
ferent, and though in themſelves conſidered they be indifferent; ; 
yet (all circumſtances being conſidered) when they are com- 
manded by our lawful Governours, and in a lawful way and 
forala#fulend, only for order and decency , they are not in- 
different to us, but ve are tied to obedience, co ſubmit to their 
judgment and lawful commands, Andas for the ol Oy 
ures 
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| 
| 


{tures which are required and injoyned by our Governours in 


their ſeveral places to be obſerved in the performance of the 
Service and Worſhip of God, though we know not, nor under- 


 {tand prefearty the grounds of them , yet we may have ſo much 


cbaricy as co think and conceive they do not require ror injoyn 
cheſe things 'alkrogetber without reaſon, | 


Ki 
Take a view & examine all particulars,the ſeveral geſtures in- 


joyned & commanded by our Church. The chief of all ar c. 


1, Kneeling in the time of prayer. _ —_— 
2, Standing up at the rehearſal of the Apoſtles Crecd. . 


| 
| 
| 
3. Bowing at the Name of the Lord Jeſus. | 


4. Knecling at the receiving of che Sacrament of the Lords 


Svpper, | 

x, Kneeling in time of prayer the Scripture doth hold ouc 
unto, us eſpecially theſe three ſeveral Geitures in the time of 

rayer. | 

4 4 Proſtrating and caſting down our ſelves upon our faces in 
our prayers to God; for this we have the example of our'Savi- 
our Chrift, Matrhew 26. 39. it is ſaid there of our Saviour 
Chrilt a little before he was apprehended, Ther be went « 
little farther and fell ow bis face and prayed, &c, and Mark 14.35. 


' it is ſaid He were formarda littlegwnd fell down nponthegro | and 


prayed, And thus we read of the Primitive Chriſtians in former 
times; the warning ſound was no ſooner heard but the Churches 
were preſently filled, the pavement covered with bodies| pro- 
trate and waſh'd wich rears of devout joy ; A4 Domes ffarins 
Dominicas currimns, Corpora buny ſtermmos, mixits cuns Fletu 


| Gaudits ſupplicamu, faith Saluvienus. 


| 
e that the !ſrac/ite; did many times 
riſt -our Saviour feemerh to Bo : 


2, Standing. ſome f 


Mark. 11.25 laying, When ye fhall ſtand and pray forgive and 1 
read of the Phariſee and Publican wheri they came boi 4p :4 
the Temple to pray, Luke x, ic is ſaid of the Pharitec, --/. : 7 


a8 © 
| 


' The Phariſee food 819 prayed thau with himelf, and of the Vubiican 


ver« 13, Bat the "ublican flandong afar of, &c, 32d Chriſt f 
eth of the Phariſees, Marthew 6. 5, ind whe: thou prayeſt be 
the Hypacrites, far they love to ſtand and pray w the Synagog 

corners of the ftreets. G s: 


< nag” 
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3 Kneeling . that was always tbe moſt uſuat Geſture ; thug 
we find everywhere in Scripture ; it is ſaid of Sz/omor, 1 Keg, $. 
54, when he had ended his 7 20 and ſupplication to the Lord 
tor the Temple, that he aroſe from kneeling upon his knees, it 
s recorded of D-nie/, Dan. 6. 10. that he uſually kneeled three 
times a day upon his knees and prayed & praiſed his God; and of 
St. Paul and > Church with him, A#.21.6. When be deparicd 
from them, they kneeled dgwn upon the ſhoay and prayed, 

Now the uſual Geſture among us in time of prayer is either 
ſtanding or kneeling; we do nor altogether diſallow of ſtanding 
in prayer, but we may ſtand asa ſervant hefore his Maſter, or as 
2 iubjet before his Prince, we may kneel upon our knees, 
St. Stephen (as we may ſuppoſe) uſed both theſe Geſtures, pray- 
ing for himſelf, we may conjecture he prayed ſtanding. At. 7, 
59- it is ſaid they ſtoned S:ephen-who called upon God and ſaid, 
Lord Jeſus receive my ſpirit, but v:r, 60, when he prayed for his 
_ enemies the Text faith, And he kneeled down and prayed with a loud 
voice, Lord lay not this fin to their charge, Bur kneeling we account 
' and judge the ficteſt poſture ro ſhew our true humility and our 
reverence to God, This no man queſtioneth, : 

2, Standing up at the rehearſal of the Apoſtles Creed, and 
making our Chriſtian confeſſion , this many ſtick at. - The 
reaſons why this poſture is injoyned and required, may be theſe 
upon conjecture, | 

1, To ſtirupthe dulneſs and fluggiſhneſs of people, and to 
keep them from ſlumbring and ſleeping, and co ſtir up their at- 
tention to conſider of the ſeveral parts of the Service of God. 
Common people are very dull and lumprſh, and. many times 
very drowhi 1n the performance of the Service of God, and ha- 
ving-ſate long in hearing the Pſalms read unto them,and the 
Chapters read, axe many times overtaken with ſlumbring and 
drowſineſs; and this ftanding up. then at the rehearſal of the 
Creed may; be a good means to cauſe them to: ſhake off their 
drowſinels, ta;keep them from ſlumbriag, and to quicken their 
attention tothe Service they are about. If there were nothing 
elſe, this might (in ſome mens judgments)be a ſufficient ground 
for this injunRion as long as the Geſture is indifferent in ic - E 

| 2. Tixs 


%. | Ra 
2, This ſtanding upatthe Creed (the Confeſſion of our Chri- 
{t1an Faith ) may be required co teach blind and ignorant peo- 
ple, and ro inform them that the Creed is no prayer. There be - 
ro0 many ignorant people (notwithſtanding the great Light we 
Lave,and the plentitul means of inſtruRtion by continual Preach- . 
ing, Teaching, and Catechiiing) here among us, yet {tilt rake i +18 
this Creed to be a prayer (which formerly by moſt was atcount- _ i! 48 
ed among their prayers, and ſo uſed by them as a prayer!) Now [l | \ 
becauſe ordinarily in our prayers we do kneel as 45 ficting and _! 
weare required; This very poſture of {tanding upar the rehearſal. i} 18 
of this Creed, may convince them fully that 1tis no prayer, bur [i (8 
a publick Conteſlion and Profeſſion of our Chriſtian Faith, 


$3. The chief reaſon at-all why we ſtand up at the rehearſal of 


Qrine which they received from Chriit our Saviour, and: Bo: 
red to us in the New Teſtament. The rule of our Faith, tle li} I: 
Touch-ſtone of Truth, the very Pith and Subſtance of our Chr1- | || 387 
{tian Religion, the very Badge and Cognilance ofa Chriſtian , | 
whereby he is not only known from- Pagans, but diſtinguiſhed go 
from Hereticks: Therefore weare injoyned not only to {tand | 
| upat the rehearſal ofit, but to joyn our ſelves alſo in rehearſing - 1 
ir, to teſtifhie to the-world our readineſs and conitancy to main- 
t21n this our Religion and Profeſſion (being the true Catholick 
Faith whereof this is a full abridgment) char we are willing to. 
. ſtand to itto the death, and to live and dic in the Fpofcilion | 
ern, --:-| p61 
i 3. Bowing at the Name of che Lord Jeſus,this indeed 1s/alfo re- | Jt 
quired ; | that as all perſons ſhould reverently kneel upon their ES lf 
| 
| 


knees when the general Confeſlion and other prayers were 
made, {tand up at the ſaying of the Creed and Beliet , {6 when 
in the time of Diyine Service the Lord Jeftus ſhould be mentio- 
ned, due and lowly reverence ſhould be doneby all perſons pre- 
ſent, teſtifying by theſe outward Ceremonies and Geltures 
their inward humilicy, Chriſtian -Refolution, and due acknow- "1178 
ledgement that the-Lord Jeſus _ the true and eternal Son $141 
p 


| | ii 
| ; 88 
| 
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Of God is the only Saviour of the world, in whom alone all the 
Mercies, Graces, and Promiſes of God to mankind for this life, 
and the life co come are tully & wholly comprifea according to 
that of $. Peer, Att,4.12.Neither 1 therg SalyQtion in apy other, for 


 erzong men there is giyen none other Name under hraven whereby we 


iſt be ſaved: Though all do not agree that this bowing is ci. 


ther commanded in thoſe words of the Apoſtle, Pbil.2 10, T7 har 


at the Name of Jeſus every kner ſhall bow, of things 1n heaven, thing, 
1% #arth, and thizgs under the tarth, Nor that it can be by a 

trong and undeniable Argument drawn from them , becauſe 
they conceive that the Apoſtle doth not mean or intend rhoſe 
words of the outward knees of the Body, ſeeing Angels and De. 
vils have no bodily knees : But his meaning is, that all Crea- 
ture in Heaven and Earth, and under the Earth ſhall acknow- 
ledge him to be their Lord, ſhall honour, worſhip bim, obey 
him, and give him the Glory that is due unto him : yet we can- 
not think that any reaſonable underſtanding man can judge ir 
alcogether tintawful, either to uncover the head or bow the bo- 
dy at the namin ofthe Lord Jeſus, to ſhew the reverence that 
is due unto bios. fo that the inward intention of the Mind and 
Devotion of the Heart be joyned, and go along with the out. 
ward Geſture of the Body; bur the fear 15, thax God may 
complain in this of many, as he did of the Jews, Ef.29. 13. 1hey 
Come near me with their lips, and bononr me with their months, but 


thiiy be arts are far from me, So niany honour the Name of the 


Lord Jeſys formally ina complemental outward way of Cap 
and Kne regard him not in their bearrs, nor make any 
Conſcience to live up unto him in their lives, yet again , we 
muſt conſider that Ni is our faulr, che fault of men and their 
eorruption, not the faukt of the Ceremony. And we may alſo 
conceive that it was the Wiſdom of the Church, when ic ſaw 
how dead, dull, and lumpiſh, nay ftupid commen people are in 
Drvine Service, to appoint this Ceremony to ſtir up people 
ſhake off their ſlaggifhneſs, raiſe up their Devotion, an 

quicken rheir attention to the hearing of the Word of God 
Read or Preached, leaſt they ſhould be overcome of drow. 
ineſſe, and fo if vightly_uſed, ic might -be a goodfmeans 


ro 


/ 
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to help us to amend that fault; and co quicken our attention.) 

But you will ſay why ſhould we give more honour to the Son 
then to the Father? to the Name of the Lord Jeſus then to the 
God, who i$the Father? ; 

Tothis we may anſwer, he that honoureth the Son, honour- 
eth the Father, we do not thereby deny any honour that is due 
unto the Father, or rob God the Father of his honour , bur we! 
do honour God che Father in his Son, acknowledging the grear|. 
love and wonderful mercies of God the Father unto Mankind 
ſealed up in the Lord Jeſus his Son for the Redemption of the 
world, accordingto that of our Savionr, fob» 5. 23. all men| 
ſhoutd honour the Son as they honour the Father , He thar hc-| 
J --ureth noc the Son, the ſame honoureth ns: the Father nhith hath 
ext him ,, ſo that thereby we do notdeprive God the Father of 
the honour due unto him, but rather add to his honour inclu- 
ding in the Lord Jeſus al the' mercies and graces of God. the 
father which are conveyed unto us by his Son, and ſealed up/ | 
unto us in the Lord Jeſus his Son, But you will ſay, We deſire 
to know ſome Reaſon for it, why we ſhould give mere ho-| © 
nour to the Name of the Lord Jeſus then to the Name of God 
the Father.. [+ . 

Theſe Grounds and Reaſons may not unfitly be given, | 

1. There is no Nation in the world bue doth acknowledge 
God ; Nulla N ati tam barbara, Nulla Gens tams Efferata,cui non 
inſideat hes Opini» Dem efſe, could Twlly an heathen man ſay 
that there is no Nation in the world ſo barbarous, but doth ac- 
knowledge God and worſhip God or ſomewhat inftead of | 
God, But we know there be a great many Nations in the | 
world, Jews, Turks, Pagans, and all Infidels, that do not ac- |. 
knowledge the Lord Jeſus ro be the Son of God and the Savi- 
our of the world ; Ther -to convince and convert them, 
and ro make out our proteſtionto the world, we Chriſtians may 
give ſomewhat che more reverence to the Name of the Lord | 
Jecus, | | 
| 2 The work of our Redemption which was wrought by the | 
Lord Jeſus, may in fomereſpet be accounted a greater work 
of power and mercy then the work of Creation, In the creat- 


(46) 
ins of other creatures God ſpake the word,and jt was done , bit 
when he came to make man the moſt-noble creature, we find 


that he entred into a Conſultation, Gev»,t.26. Let us' make man 


afrer our own Imate;yet we do not read that God beitowed much 
pains or labour aboar his making, ic is ſaid, Gen 2.7. The Lord 

| God alſo mad: the maniof the duſt »f the ground, and breathed tn his 
face the breath of life, ard the man was @ (ltving ſoul, Put for the 
Sreat wors of our Redemption wrought by the Lord Jeſus, thac 
was a work' of greater difficulty, we mayday of that as the 
Poet ſpeaks, Mulra:ulr fecitq, jejm, ſudavit  alſit; rhe did not 
_.only abaſe himſelf for us men and for. gur ſalvation in coming 
down from heaven, but being God became man, ſuffered all the 
_milerieg belonging co mankind, Poverty, Ignomy, Stripes, and 


Bufferings , yea, bore all our fins, ſweat drops of bloud, beſides 


that cruel, curſed, and ſhameful death of che Croſs which he 
did ſuffer and undergo for our Redemption, in ſo much that an 
ancient Father faith, 1/aj# erat opus reficere quam facere , it 
was a greater work 10 Redeem us thenat firit to create us. For 
in our Creation God made man, bur in our Redemption God 
himſelf became man, was made man : In this regard then- you 
ſee we have cauſe to give then ſomewhat the more reverence to 
the Name of the Lord Jeſus. 

3. The work of our Redemption is a more beneficial work 
to us then the work of our Creation, It is true, that ar the firſt 
God made man a glorious creature aiter his own itage in 

righteouſneſs and rue holineſs, indued him with. many: cxcel- 
lencies, and gave him power over all creatures, bur yer made 
bim mucable and ſo mortal, ſubje& to death, if he broke the 


Covenant; And man by his diſobedience did break the © ove- 


nant with God, ſo plunged himſelfand his Poſterity into all kind 
of ecernal miſcries,had nor the Lord Jeſus cometo ſave us and 
redeem us, Thea in this regardalſo ſeeing the Lord Jeſus did 
1ndure thole birter corments co redeem us and to ſave us from 


che curſe and wrath of God, and all thoſe miſeries wherein by 


the tall of Ada» we were plunged, and were brought into fucl 
an eltate of miſery, as withour the mercy and merites of che 
ord jeſs 1n working our Redemption, ithad been happy for 

£ | « U» 
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ns never to have been born, never to have been made ; we 
have cauſe for ever to reverence the Name of + our Lord 

elus, ; | | 
: 4. The word (Jeſus) ſignifieth a Saviour , it is Chriſts proper 
name, the name of his nacure, a name above every name, a name 
given him by the Angel before he was born. IVomuratis prin/- 

«2m na:14, he had his name before his Birth, yea a full and 
foniGeant name, expreſling all his goodneſs to us, as you find, 
Math. 20, 21. where the Angel cells Joſeph, Thou ſhalt call by 
name Jeſus, and giveth che reaſon, Fer he ha/l ſave hw people from 
their ſins, A'name ſo ſweet that itcontaineth in it all the tre» 
ſures of comfort, it 1s ſel in Ore, Melos in +we, Jubiliss in corde, 
as Bernard ſpeaketh, as ſweet as honey to the mouth, melody to 
the ear, and joy unto the heart, in delight whereof St. 7 au 
vſerh ic = Gezeb:ard obſerveth) five hundred times in his Epi-, 
ples; and Mr, Fex writeth ot that zealous and Learned Martyr 


Johannes Moliins, that he never ſpake of the. name of Jeſus but in- 


{tantly tears dropt from his eyes. Seeing then it is a name 3- 
bove every name, and that name alone whereby we muſt be ſa- 
ved as St. reter ſpeakerh, At.4.12, Neither is there falvaiion in 
any ether, for among men there us g ven no other name whereby we cp 
be faved, How can we then deny this honour and reverence to 
this name ? to bend not only the knees of our bodies, bur the 


knees of our hearts ; yea all the powers and faculties of Soul. 


and Body at the reverent and religious Name of the Lord 
Jo Ars - 
5. Kneeling' at the receiving of the Lords Supper, this hath 
been anancient cultom in our Church, neither can | conceive 
how any moderate-minded mancan judge it any way unlawful 


or unfitting at that time ro humble our ſelves to the very dult, 


and to kneel upon our knees at ſuch a time when we come to 


acknowledge our unworthineſs, to contels-our fins and bewail 


them with hearty ſorrow, whereby we have offended God; to 
beg pardon of him and reconcilement by the merits of the 
Lord Jeſus, to gain again the favour and mercy of God held our 
unto us by his golden Sceprterin the merits and meCiation ot his 
S0n and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt at the receiving of this bleſſed 
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' Sacrament, the remembrance whereof we'Go there celebrate and | 
receive thoſe bleſſed*myſteries.. To-confirm our faith and to | 
give us an aſſurance of the performance ofll the promiles gf © 


mercy made unto us in the Lord Jeſas our alone Saviour , we 


cannot bur judge him unworthy of pardon,who having offended - 


his Prince and ju{tly deſerved puniſhment, ſhall be 1o high 6: 
unchankful char he ,refuſech ro receive his pardon upon his 


knees. 


a fetlowſhip with our Saviour Chriſt, & afellowſhip 
ſeives., And that it cometh neareſt to that, 
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When Even wat core, he ſate down with the Twelve: But the Greek 
word there for it, which in the original , is evixils we 3 
&%Jxe which 7 reweltizs tranflateth , Diſcumbebat 3, Bezla diſs 
cubuit 3 the word there you ſee is evizers from avant, 
the proper Engliſh whereof is, He /ay dow» 3 the ſame word is 
again by Ir. Alark.. Mark I 4. 18, x «rexel: roy ev $/} 
the Engliſh is ſtill, And as they [ate at table and did edt, &c. 
/ diſcabn:ſſent, ſaith Beza , Ouumgq; diſcumberent \ laith 
7 remelli44, the proper Engliſh being, And they lying dawn, or 
when they lay down. But St. Luke makech uſe of another word, for 
y Chriſts command his Dilciples had 
he ſaith Lukg 22. 14. 4572 tyvimnuscy avi 
* Aud when the howr was come , be [ate down, 
and the T welye Aps/tles with bhim,The Greek word there is dvertor 
from dravinT» , which Tremellizs interpreteth by the word 
Accubmt; Beza Keenbuit , the Englith for it being 
fell down, lay dowy, or lay all along. | 
our Saviour did rather lean or lic down upon a bed at the eating 
rand inftiturion of this Sacrament of the Lords 
Supper : This will better appear if we ſearch what was the an- 
cient poſture of their bodies at their Meals, and their faſhion of 
- eating Meat in thoſe times; by all likelihood it appeareth char 
ure of our Saviour at the Table was ſuch as the Romans 
uſed, andatthat time (as itſeemerh) wasin uſe among the 
Jews which (as our ancient records tell us) was thus. Their 
Tablewas placed in the midſt, round about the Table were cer- 
ometimes two, fometimes three, ſometime more, 
| accordingto the number of their Gueſts, upon theſe Beds they 
lay down in manner as followeth, each Bed contained three per- 
ſons, ſometimes four, ſeldom or never more ; if 56ne laviupon 
the Bed, then ne reſted the upper part ofhis body on his let: El- 
bow, the lower part lying at length upon the Bed, bur if many 
lay uponthe Bed, then the uppermotlt did lie at the Beds head, 
laying his feet behind, behind the ſeconds back, in like manner 
the third or fourth did lie, each reſting his head inthe others bo- 
ſom , accordingly we findir expreſſed by | 
Tohn13,23., That John rhe beloved D'(ciple of Chriſt [eaned ar 
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Supper on Teſus boſom, and Fob 21, 20. it is ſaid of that Diſciple 
whom Jeſus loved, That he leaned on his breaFt at Supper, Their 
Tables were perfeRly round, whence their manner of fitting 
was termed ( Meſibab) a ſitting round; and their phraſe of iny1- 
ting their Gueſts to fit down was, Sir round, This was in uſe 
(as it ſeemeth) in Ezek/els time, as may appear by that Speech 
of God by his Prophet to Samaria and Jeruſalem under the 
namies of Aholab and Abolibah, Exck, 23.41, Thou ſateſt upon a 
ftately Bed and a T able prepared before it; ſothat if we may believe 
either the Origin tongue,or our Ancient records, our Saviour 
Chriſt did rather lean or lie down upon'a Bed, then fit at the 
zn{ticution of this holy Sacrament, 

You may reply now, why doth the Scripture ſay then in the 


- Bible, He ſate down, &c. it our Saviour Chriſt did not fir, bur 


leaned or lay down upon a Bed at Supper. 
To this we may anſwer thus, - 
1, Becauſe that kind of poſture of their Bodies at their Meals 
was their Table geſture, and anſwerable to our fitting ar 
our Tables and at our Meals, C 

2, Jt was thought good thus to tranſlate ir, to fit the Capa- 
city and Underſtanding of the common people, to make 
it ſnitable to them who would wonder to diver that he lean- 
ed orlay down upona Bed at Supper, and think ſtrangely 
of it, That which ſcemerh decent to one according to the 
cuſtom of times and places,many times ſeemeth uncomely 
to another, | * 

3. Becauſe it might be ſometimes when he raiſed up himſelf 
cotake any thing upan the Table, for the time he mighc 
beina fitting poſture, though he did preſently lie down 
again, 

Butif it be granted that our Saviour Chriſt did ordain it fic- 
ting, and gave it to his Diſciples ſitting, yet we think there is 
no more neceflity to tie us to follow the example of our Saviour 
Chriſt inthis, more then there is required in any of the other 
circumſtances of his Inſtitution, Ir is certain that our Saviour 
Chriſt waſhed his Diſciples feet before his laſt Supper, that he 
did inſtitute it after Supper in unleavened bread, that be did ad- 
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| 
| 


- Miniſter itin the Night or in the Evening, to Men alone and to 


Women, to Twelve only in number (it #»das did receive) and 
no more. Yet becauſe there 4s no precept inthe Goſpel for 


theſe things, no Chriſtian Church at this day preciſely obſer-/ 


veth all theſe Circumſtances, but every Church taketh liberty to 
ir ſelf for Decency, Order, and Edification, to appoint 'F uſe 


FYAance 
receive this Sacrament ſtanding, the Netherlands generally re- 


ceive this Sacrament ſitting, we here in Ewgland are to receive ic 


kneeling. 


But ſome do objeR, to kneel at the oy of the Lords | 


Supper is Arec-Larrie, a worſhipping of the Brea 
and Superſtition. ' | 
We anſwer, Many Ignorant, Raſh, and Self conceited| peo» 


, yea Idolatry 


ple are too forward to exclaim againſt the ancient Rites and 


Cuſtoms of our Church (becauſe they do not underſtand the 
Grounds and Reaſons of them) as Popiſh, 1dolatrous, and Su- 


-perſtirious , yea ſome (rhough themſelves know not rightly 


what Popery, Idolatry, or Superſtition is) yet it they can| blaſt 
and but ſtigmatize any ancient Cuſtom with any of theſe terms 
(chough neyer ſo unjuſtly) they think oy have done enough, 
they have won the field, The old Prover 

any, Scientia non habet inimicum .m(i ignorantemz there is not a 
greater enemy to Knowledge then an ignorant man. If theſe 
men had Learning and Knowledge, and regd Antiquity, and did 
rightly examine the Grounds of old Cuſtoms, they would be 


wiſer then they are, and not ſo raſh in Judging, Cenſuring, and 


Condemning that which they do not underitand, Bur go the 
Point and Matter. _ - 
1, For A»to-La:rie the worſhipping of the Bread ,, I ſuppoſe 
there is none among us ſo ſenſeleſs and void of underſtanding, 
that doth or can think that in kneeling at the receiving of the 
Lords Supper we kneel tothe Bread, or worſhip the Bread : 


' They may as well think and ſay, that when in our prayers we 


kneel down before our ſeats, that we kneel to our feats and wor- 
ſhip our ſeats. And for Tranſubſtantiation, it is well known 
that our Church doth utterly diſclaim it in her Docrine,, and 
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openly, as contrary to Senſe, Reaſon & Religion, contrary tothe 
Principles of all theſe,& therefore doth not nor cannot acknow- 
leds their Breaden God, We profeſs to the world, That the bread 
of Sacraments is to help our weakneſs , to ſtrengthen our faith & 
ro confirm it tn the Promiſes of God. For God necdeth them 
not to confer his Graces on us,but in Mercy he doth ordain them 
20 help our underſtanding by our Senſes, to lead us by the Lighr, 
and to raiſe our minds trom. the conſideration of the Natural, 
© earthly and ſenſible things, which we ſee with our eyes, to the 
andertcndiog and conceiving of ſpiritual and heavenly Graces. 
For in every Sacrament there is the outward ſigngwhich is viſible, 
and the Inward Grace, which being ſpiricual and Inviſible, is by 
. that Sign repreſented to us, and as it were laid before our eyes, 
To ſhew what Chriſt our Saviour hath done and ſuffered for us, 
and what he hath promiſed to do for all that by faich do lay hold 
upon him. Neither are they bare Signes Signifying , Bur Seals, 
Pledges and Aſſurances of the Promiſes of God to be received by 
Faith, and of that Communion which we have with Chriſt. Signs 
on mere Significatiyua ſed Exh:bitiva , as Muſcalus ſpeaketh on 
Mat. 26, Inſtruments alſo by Gods appointment and Bleſſing 
on them to conveigh Grace unto our Sou's, Notas if of them- 
. ſelves they did SanRtifie and Save (Ex Opere Operate) by the bare 
work done without faich, But by the vertue of Gods word and 
<our applying the Promiſes to our {Elves according to the Ordi- 
nance of God. For Noz dant Sacramenta , quod datuy per Saran 

menta, The Sacraments of themſelves do not give, that which 
God is pleaſed to give by the Sacraments, Fideles Salutes ex iſt 
Elemeatts non querunt , ets in Iſtis querunt., Nonenin Iita tri- 
buunt, quod per [/ta Tribmitur , as Hugo ſaith ; The faithful do not 
look tor, ſeek or expe& Grace or Salyation from thoſe elements, 
thongh they do expect it by and in the uſe of them, They ot 
themtelves do not give, that which God is pleafed by the Power 
of his word and tor his promiſe fake to give by them to thoſe 
which receive them by taith, as he hath Ordained, They are not 
Phyſical Inſtruments of our Salvation, as having in themſelves 
any vial efficacie , but only Moral Inſtruments of Gods Grace. 
The ule whereof is in our hands, the effect in Gods,as ghar lears 
aed Hoter peaketh, | 2. For: 
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2. For Idolatry, We conceive that Idolatry isthe worſhip- 
ping ofa Strange God inſtead of the true God, The ſettin i of 
a falſe God in our hearts, or the worſhipping of the true God in 
a falſe Ind wrong manner. Now we worſhip the true God, ac- 
cording to that Rule and way which he hath preſcribed to us in 
the Scriptures, which we take to be his revealed word, to dire 
us how to worſhip him according to his will, that we may pleaſe 
God. We worſhip God aright, without Hereſie, Blaſphezay, or 
idolatry. Not denying, but there may be ſome ſmall faults, Er- 
. rours and Corruptions inthe matter of ourReligion , or in the 
manner of our Worſhip, (becauſe we do not profeſs. PerfeRion} 
but none ſuch as may or do overthrow the Ground and Founda- 
tion of Faith, David, his Princes and Prieſts erred in carrying, 
che Ark.2 Sam.6, contrary to the Law. Nam.7.9, yet was the true 
Church of God, they fſacriticed in the high places, 2 Reg, 14. 
which ſhould have been done art Jeruſalem,the Paſſover was neg- 
leted,2 K4,23.yet the Church of God. The Church-of Corizth was 


foulely tainted with errou s in Doctrine and corruptions in| man= - 


ners, as you find throughout the firſt Epiſtle of St, Paul to the 
Corinthians, yet the Apoſtle callerh ir the Churc hof God. 
1.2, Andin adminiſtring and receiving the Sacrament of the 


Lords Supper , no man can fay truly that we commir Idolatry;. 


For we worſhip the true God maker of Heaven and Earth,and his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, whom we profeſs to be our Saviour , and here 
we uſe this Ordinance to the right end, in remembrance of his 
Death and Sufferings, and we obſerve it accordingto his own in- 
{ution for the. manner of it, And whereas we find no dy rms 
commanded or preſcribed in Scripture to be uſed at the receiving 


of it, though we count it as a thing indifferent in it ſelf, yer the : 
Church for order, Decency and Edification, hath adjudged and. 


eſcribed this poſture of kneeling at it,to be molt fitting tg ſhew 
our true Humility and Reverence to God and to his holy Ordi- 
nance. | oY EE 
2, For Superſtition. This 15 a word {as many ufe it } [ot fe 
{arge an extent, that I cannot tell how to fathome it of well 


what to make ofit, But I conceive it muſt be taken' from one. . 


of theſe three , either from Sper /tes , or from Su; ex Satut wr, 


£: from Swper fare, | 1, [Lrom 


| Cor. 
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_ upon it, tor you mult remember that we confine Superſtition ro 
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1, From Swperſles, Thus we may count that to be Superſti- 
on, which hath outlived his right uſe, and overlived his righe 


time, ſo cometh to be abuſed and perverted from the firſt end, 


for which it was firſt appointed, and from the firſt uſe ro which ir 
was put; Thus many things have been and till may be abuſed to 
Superſtition, which art their firſt ſetting up were good and law- 
full, or at leaſt not faulty, bur indifferent 1n themſelves, Imazes, 
and PiRures and Statues had at firſta fair ſeeming Beginning. 


When a father loſt a Son dearunto him whomDeath had. ſudden-* 
ly raken away , he cauſed his Statute to be made to remember . 


him When a great man dyed, and ſometimes when they Aatte- 
red a great man, they caufed his Image or Statute ro be ſet up, 
which in proceſs of time was abuſed to Superſtition, They offe- 
red Shatienh, Ceremonies, and Divine Honoutsto it, making ic 
a God, fo you find it written , #5/. 14. 13, 14, 15, 16. Thus 
came up the greateſt part of the Idolatry of the heathen, moſt of 
their Idols were at firſt the Images and Statutes of Men , whom 
Tyrants at laſt inforced the people to worſhip as Gods, Thus the 
Brazen Serpent was abuſed to Superſtition by Gods own people. 
it was at firſt commanded to be made and ſetup by God himſelf. 
Nw, 21. for the benefic of the people and cure of them, which 
were bitten by the fiery Serpents. But in proceſs of time, the peo- 
ple offered incenſe to it; Therfore Hezekiah brake it in pieces, be- 
ing Superſtitiouſly abuſed, 8& called it Neh»ſhtar.2 Reg, 18.4. Thus 
fome are of opinion that Gzdeors ephod was ſer up at firſt only to 
be a monament of his great and miraculous victory over the 24:- 
diaxztes; but in proceſs of time it was abuſed to Idolatry, as it is 
ſaid, F«dg. 8. 27. All Iſrael went a Whoring after ir, which was 
the deſtruRion of Grdeox and his houſe , all theſe had out-lived 
their right uſe, and over-lived their right time , were abud to 
Superſtition and ſo might well be accounted and called Superlti- 
tious, | | 
2. From Swper Statutum, Above that which is commanded, 
.thus alſo we may call that Superſticious which is more then God 
commandeth, when we add any thing to that which God hath 
commanded in his law, putting holineſs in it or laying a neceſlity 
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matters of Religion and thoſe things which concern the ſervice 
and worſhip of God, the Rule which God giveth for his Service 
and worſhip is ſet dowh by eoſes, Dew. 4. 2: Te ſhall put nothing 
to the word which 1 command you, neubey ſhall you take any thing ther e- 
from, that you may keep the Commandements of the Lord you God, 
Which I command yew, Thus the Jewes were noted to be Very Su- 
perſtitious, They added ro Gods commandments, the Traditi- 


ons of their Elders, putting holineſs in them, & laying a — 


upon them, as our Saviour telleth them, Mar. 15. 3. Tranſgre 

ling the Commandmevrs of God by their Traditions , and tea- 
ching for Doctrines the precepts of men, vey. 9, Not only equa- 
ling their Traditions to the written word , but breaking Gods 
Commandments by their Traditions, Mark 7. 8.. Laying apart 
the Commandment of God,& obſerving the Traditions of men, 
preferring them before Gods Commandments, So again Chriſt 


 complaineth of chem, Mar, 23 5,They made broad their Phy. 


laReries and made long the Fringes ot their Garments , not bur 
that theſe things were commanded, as you find Numb. 15.3839. 


| burthey would make them larger andlonger then was required, 


to have the praiſe of men, They were much noted alſo for their 
ſtri& keeping of the Sabbath, they added that Sabbacn/um (as it 
was called ) That addition of time annexed tothe Sabbath, ſome 
beginning it ſooner then others,as the Jews dwelling at Tiberias, 
Some continuing it longer then 'others, as they that dwelt ar 
T {epphore, Again ſome thought they were too preciſe in many 
things, as in dreſſing no Meat upon the Sabbath, extending that 
Exodxs 16. 23. to all Ages, which'others thought was proper 
only to the time of Maza,in kindling no fire upon the Sabbarh, 
grounding on Exodws 35, 3. which others reſtrained only to the 
fre for the furtherance of the work of the Tabernacle, and ab- 
ſtaining from all manner of work, without exceprion upon the 
cabbath. They would not ſo much as fight to preſerve themſelys 
againſt their enemies,aflaulting them on the Sabbath day, where- 
by(as Joſephus writerh) they became a Prey unto their enemies, 


þ "firſt to: Aztiochus ( Foſeph, '6b, 12, cap. $. ) whereupon Matthias 


made a decree, thatit ſhould be lawful on the Sabbath to refiſt 
their enemies, which decree again they underſtanding ware 
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xf it did give only leave to Reſiſt, when they were aRually aſſaul- 


ted, and not by any labour that day to prevent rhe enemies rat- 
ſing Rams, Serting of Engines, Under minings;, &c. they be- 
came a Prey the ſecond time to Porpes.They wereſo preciſe that 
they held it unlawful to roaſt an Apple, gather an Hearb, climb a 
Tree, to kill or catch. a Flea upon the Sabbach-day;you know the 
Rory of the Jew, who falling into the Jakes would not be helped 
out becauſe it was their Sabbath-day. This we count Superlti- 
tion , Super Statwruwrs. To add any thing to Gods Law , or to 
be too ſtrict in Tying our ſelves to more then God requireth of 
— Ba hs 
2, From Super-Staye, thus T conceive we may not unfitly call 
him Superſtitious, who in matters of Religion ſtandethtoo much 
upon his own opinjon, Judgment, will or affetions, who is ſo 
high in his own conceit,and wedded to his own affeftions,puffed 
up with his own pride and ſelf conceit, that he will not yeild an 
Inch co the Judgment of others, ſtanding upon Trifles and poor 
needleſs things, which in their own nature are indifferent, ſo ma- 
king a Rupturezbreach and Schiſm in the Church,as if thoſe poor 
indifferent things were ſuch, as wherein the very Soul, ſubſtance 
and heart of Religion, did conſiſt, and-were the ſumm of all and 
life of all, whereas. they are ſuch as ſcarce come nigh to touch the 
Fringe of Chriſts veſture, and very unworthy to be made matter 
and tuel of contention in the Church. We ſhould all itrive to pre- 
ſerve Peace and Unity in the Church, bearing one with another 
and ſupporting one another, yea yielding one to another in 
things which in themſelves are indifferent, Indeavouring to keep 
the unity of the Spiritin the Bond of Peace, 
Thus a man may Swper-Stare,and be accounted this way Super- 
{titious two manner of ways. | 
1, In his opinion and judgment, When he ſtandeth roo much 
' pon his own judgment, and is too wiſe in his own:eyes. Thus 
ro00 many are to00 ſtrongly & too highly conceired of themſelves, 
lifted up with the conceit of their own Wy As}. Sifrs and Parts, 
g_ themſelves wiſer then all others, and ſo will not veuch- 
ſafe to ſubmit to, not ſo much as to ask or hear the judgment of 
others or their reaſons, Yet Solomon doth tell us, #rov, 26. 1 2. 
; = : Scelt 
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Seeft thou 4 Man wiſein his own eyes? there i: more h:pe of a fool then 
of ſuch a one, Helis one of S-l-mons incurable fools, Bray him in a 
Mortar, yet will his folly return, ſay what you will,| you cannoc 
Convince him, All the Reaſon in the world cannot bear him down. 
Some we know in thele late times of Liberty, have been bold to 
| Brand all the Rites, Cuſtomes, and Ancient Faſhions, which were 
Inſtituted by our Forefathers, with the name of «>a and Su- 


' peritition , yea Chriſtian Burial ir ſelfe : That for a Miniſter to ac- 
company the Dead Body to the Grave, and there to give an Ex- 
horcation was Idolatry and Superſtition, yet there | we neither 
Worſhipped the Dead, nor Prayed for the Dead,onely gave an Ex- 

| horcation to the —_— and at that time and there ih that place 
at the Grave, to give ſome honour to the Dead : To put ſome dit. 

. ference between the Burial ofa Chriſtian and che Burial of a Beal}, oo 
Surely our Saviour made no ſuch difference of places |by his own - | | 
Example, bur one may be as Lawful to Teach in'as atother, He +- | {4 

' Taught ſometimes upon a Mount, ſometimes in the |Synagogue; 

. ſometimes in a Houſe, ſometimes in a Ship by the Sea-lide. Some 4 
again have conceited our Fonts to be Superſtitiduſly placed inthe | 
lower part of the Church : Though our very Churches/and all that 
belong unto our Churches ( if that people did underſtand the 

' Grounds and true Reaſons of thoſe things) were Ordered, Setled, 

and Diſpoſed of withſo much Knowledge, Wiſdome and Dilcre- 
tion, that no man who underitandeth himſelf can juſtly except a- 

; Saint them. For all that was done by our Foretathers (though 
we judge our ſelyes to be much wiſer then they were ) all that - 
was Inſtituced, and appointed by them in thoſe things| for Order, 

Time, Manner, Place, nd all ſuch Circumſtances, was very Sig- 


T- 'f nificant, (though all know not the Grounds of them ) as may 

- eafily appear by Particulars, EE | 
ch} 1. Our Churches are all generally Built upon Mounts, Hilfs 
i and Hillocks, withan Aſcending up unto them. To teach us, that : 
5 | when we come up unto the Church, we ſhould Mount] up in our 118 
5 þ Hearts and Aﬀections unto God, Jeaving all earchly thoughts and '- 3h 
b- things below, Setting your affett ions on things above, and nt npenthings - _ 
of | beldw, as is is, Coloſs. 3.2, | "i 
2. | 2, Our Churches are all Uniformely Built : Set Eaſtand Weſt, 


and the Seats for the People, both in Hearing che as to and in 
| | | Praying 
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Praying to look Eaſtward. And why? To remeniber us of the Be- 
nefits, which we have by the Lord Jeſus our Saviour: The firſt 
News: of whoſe Birth was brought to Jeruſalem by the wiſe Men, 
Hatth, 2.2. from the Eaſt -: The Jews counted the Ealt to be a 
- Coaſt . 

3- Hateful, becauſe there was the firſt ſin committed by Adam 
and Eve in Paradiſe in the Garden of Eder, which was Eaſt- 
ward, Gen, 2.8. Eating the Forbidden Fruit, 

2, Unclean, becauſe there the firſt Blood was ſhed by Carr, 
who ſlew his Brother Abe/, and was an Inhabitant of the 
'Eaſt, Gey, 4, 26. 

3, Curſed, becauſe there was-the firſt Curſe 13id upon the 
Earth, Ger. 3, 17. forthe ſin of Man , Curſed be the Earth for 
thy ſake, &c. ' 

Therefore God in his wiſdome appointed , That as the firſt be- 
inning of ſin was'in the Eaſt, ſo thence ſhould come the firſt 
'News of our Salvaiion, by the Birth of our Saviour Chriſt Jeſus, 
The uncleanneſs of che Eait, ſhould be purged, by the appearing 
of the Star in the Eaſt, and the Curſe laid on the Earth taken away 
and blotted out by the Bleſling of Chriſt, Wherefore, whereas the 
Jews did ordinarily Pray towards the Weſt ; The Moores and 
Saracens toward the South ; WeChriſtians Pray towardsthe Eaſt, 
and it was the Ancient cuſtome in Baptiſme, when they Renounced 
the Devil and all his Works, To turn themſelves toward the Weſt, 
but when they made Confeſſion of their Faith, to look and turn 
towards the Eaſt, Anditis an Ancient Tradition of the C hurch, 
That when Chriſt ſhall come to Jadgementar the laſt day, He ſhall 
firſt ariſe and appear in the Eaſt, and accordingly (you ſee) we 
make our Graves for the Dead, and lay in our Dead with their 
Faces toward the Eaſt, as if they ſhould riſe and ſtand upon their 
Feet (at the ReſurreRion) to meet the Lord in the Eaſt. 
3. Our Fonts are placed uſually in the lower part of the Church, 
and nor far from the Entry into the Church : To ſhew that by the 
Sacrament of Baptiſm, we are admitted intothe Church, Matricu- 


lated, and fo made Partakers of all the Priviledges of the Church, - 


For the Sacrament of Baptiſm was called by the Ancients, Sacya- 
 mentnm Intiations, Fanua Celi, Primus Chriſtianornm [ntroitns. 
The Door of Entrance intothe Church, The Door of —_ 
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( 59 ) | 
The Gate of Heaven, Out of the Church there is n ) Salvatton. 
He chat hath not the Church for his Mother, ſhall never have God 
for his Father, | 


4. The very Yew Trees,which in moſt places of our Coaſt (capa- t 


ble of their Growing ) were formerly Planted generally in our 
Church-yardsneer to the Church, though therein they might have 
ſome Politick and civil conſideration, thereby to. defend the 
Building of the "Church from the violence of Wind and Weather ; 


. yer I cannot conceive, but they had a Myſtical and Moral Signifi- 


cation in it, That they had an intent to teach us ſomewhat by it, 
becaule this Yew Tree (asI imagine) may be accounteda fir Em- 
blem of a Chriſtian, a fit Picture, Patern and Reſemblance for a 
C hriſtian to Obſerve, when he looketh upon it, You'lſee it hath 
little outſide Rinde or BarKe, onely a imall Filme. To teach us noc 
ro make a fair outſide and Formality of our Religion tothe world, 
but co be without Hypocriſie, Formality or Diſlimulation. Then ic 
is a very Firme, Faſt, Sound and Hearty Ty.mber, by |tar harder 
then Oake, to ſhew the Soundneſs and Si:cerity of a} Chriſtian, 


It hath many and ſpreading Branches large and fair growing out, to 


remember us to be plentiful in good Works, It is always green and 
proſpering,to declare unto us That a Chriſtian ſhould always thrive 
and grow in Grace. Yea, Green in Winter and in the Hardeſt 


weather, To ſhew thar a Chriſtian is beſt in Afiction, Adverſity 
and Perfecution.. Yea then it hath Berries on ir, to teach us, as then * 


weare the beſt Chriſtians, ſo then and always to bring| forct” the 
Fruits of Righteouſneſs. It is a long living and laſting Tree, To 
bea Type unto us of Immortality and Eternal Lite, Thus you lee 
a Man may Read a LeRure of Divinity and Chriſtianity to you, by 
the Obſervations which may be gathered from this Tee : Now 
then let wiſe men judge whether thoſe Anciencs, who did all upon 
ſuch good Grounds and Reaſons, or theſe Young elferconcented 
Men, who cenſure and condemne all Antiquity, and the Ancient. 
Orders of the Church of Superſtition ( becauſe they do not under- 
{tand the Reaſons of them) be moſt Guilty of Superſtition, and 
whether theſe men do not Super Stare, Stand roo much upon their 
own Opinion and Judgement, making diſturbance in the Church 
about ſuch things, and inthis regard, may not thus be called and 


accounted Superſtitious chemlelyes, | 
| I 2 | Wo. In 
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3. In his Witl and AﬀeRions, Thus Kkewiſe a man may Sper 
Stare, ſtand coo much upon his own Will, Humour and Aﬀections: 
Though his Judgement be convinced, yet he may count it a diſpa- 

- ragement to yeeld and to ſubmir, and therefore meerly out of wil- | 
fulneſs will ftand againſt thoſe Orders which.are Required, Im- 
poſed and Commanded, Ir was an old ſaying of Sexecathat Divine 
Heathen, Regts animum intra ſe quiſque babet, Every man hath 
the mind of a King within him : He would Command over others, 
but cannot indure to be Commanded by others. The Obſervation 
was of old, Nitimur in vetirumt ſemper cupimuſque negats, It is na- 
tural toall to deſire that which '1s Forbidden, and to Kick again(t 
that which is hnpoſed and Commanded, and ſome ( I fear) are ot. 
ſuch a Humour, ſo croſs and perverſe a diſpoſition , that they wall 
not ſubmir bur {tand up againſt that which is Commanded ſome- 
times, though they can give no other Reaſon for it, but onely be- 
cauſe it is impoſed and Commanded , They will not be under Au- | 
thority. Yet I make no queſtion but ſome are right honeſt men, | 


and truely pretend Conſcience, That they cannot ſubmit to ſuch 
Orders, and to ſuch and ſuch Rites, There is great and good Rea- 

| ſon, that every man ſhould ſatisfie his own Conſcience, and not fin 
againſt his Conſcience, but yet we muſt not purpoſely make and l 
frame our ſelves a Conſcience : A good Conſcience is and ought to 
be grounded on Judgement, and that Judgement ſhquld be Re- 1 
_ and Setled by right Reaſon, therefore he that defireth to F 
atisfie his Conſcience in any thing, muſt lay aſide his Aﬀecions, :0 
and all Self-conceits and prejudicate paſſions, and muſt defire and | 

Ma indeavour to be informed in the Truth of things, eſpecially ſuch 
ſ things as are doubtful to him, to Hear and Examine the Judgement 

of others, and their Reaſons, and to weigh them in an equal Bal- 

iÞ | lance without Prejudice, Paſſion or Self-conceit ; otherwiſe we 
'} | frame a Conſcience to our ſelves and make it Erroneous;and an Er- 

'F '  roneous Conſcience can do us no-good, but deceive us. I fear that 

many of theſe honeſt-minded Men are miſtaken meerly through 

Ignorance, becauſe they donot ſearch into the Grounds and Rea- 

ſons of things, nor rightly underſtand them. How theſe Ceremo- 

nies, Rites and Orders firit came up inthe Church, how they are 

_—_ and Uſed, whether they be accounted things indifferent 

_ inthemſelves, or whether they put Holineſs in them, or lay any 
| | | | | ER necef[i. , 


FO _ "FE 
neceſſi:y upon them for Salvation, or are onely Commanged and 
uled tor Order, Decency and Editication, Surely it thele men be- 
ins men of moderate Spirits, were rightly informed, an would 
lay atide all prejudice, pailion and felf-conceit , they "oy be tul- 
ly ſatisfied in their Conſciences and ſubmit unto them, Yet wee 
cannot but be afraid again, that ſome are ſo high in their] Spirits, 
that they are aſhamed to Submit, They have opened their Mouths 


ſo much hererofore, and been fo high in their Speeches and Invec-. 


tives againſt this Government, theſe Rites and Orders,(being igno- 
rant of the Grounds of their firſt Inſtitution, and not'dreaming ot 
a Change, that now, though their Judgement be Convinced and 
Satisfied, yet they are aſhamed to own them, to come 1n and Sub- 
mitunto them, for fear they ſhall be Derided of all, Jad Re- 
proached of all, and therefore (tand out, pretending Conſcience, 


whereas they do purpoſely frame themſelves a Conſcience, and it 


is nothing but Humour, Will, Peeviſhzeſs and wilful AﬀeRions;, 


which make them to ſtand our, and fo do maintain a Fire and . 


Faction inthe Church. Theſe ſurely do Sper Stare, As the other 
ſtood too much upon their Opinion and Judgement, being wile in 
their own eyes, and ſo counted Superſtitious, in the ſame manner: 
Theſe ſtand upon their own Will, Wilfulneſs and corrupt |Aﬀectt- 


ons, reſolving to be croſs to all for fear they ſhould come into - 
Contempr, and ſo in this reſpe&t may be likewiſe accounted Su-: 


perſtitious. | 

Theſe things being rightly conſidered, How can this Ceremony 
of Kneeling at the Receiving of the Lords Supper be accounted 
Artolatrie, |dolatry or Superitition ? We worſhip not the Bread 
but the true God, and in a right Manner, we diſclaim all Superititi- 
on; we do not abyſe this Ceremony of Kneeling to pur any bolinefs 
init, or lay any neceſſity upon it ; but account it as a thing indiffe- 
rent init telf, The Church doth Command and Require it, onely 
tor Deceacy, Uniformity and Order, Judgeing it to be the fitre(t 


Geſture to ſhew our Humility.to God, and our Reverence to the 


Ordinance of God. | 
Object. This Bock of Common-Prayer ts too much Idolized by many 
and C logged with Popiſh Ceremonies, The Croſs and Surplice, which 
are Contrary to our Chriſtian Liberty, = 
Anſw, It is confeſled, that Cexemonies and Traditions a 
| y 


(62) \ 
by the Authority of man, if they be Repugnant to the Word of 

od, are not to be kept or obſerved by any man. Burt yet we 
cannot deny, but every Particular and National Church, may 
Ordain, change and aboliſh Ceremonies and Rites, Ordained 
onely by mans Authority, So that all things be done to Edifying, 
tor Decency and Order, as the Apoſile ſpeaketh, 1 Cer, 14.40. 
Now for our Ceremonies, No man can prove, that any of them - 
are Repugnant or Contrary to the Word of God, and fo unlawful 
in chemlelves, - Bur the long diſuſe of them in theſe Late broken 
times, and the fierce clamour of ſome hot Spirits againit rhem, not 
rightly underitanding the firit Grounds and beginning of them, 
nor the true manner of our Churches Impoſing and Requiring of 
them : Suppoſing that She layeth ſome kind of neceſlicy upon 
them for Salvation, and .putteth ſome kind of Holineſs in them, 
hayemuch Exaſperated mens minds, and raiſed a greater Prejudice 
againſt chem then they-do deſerve, or otherwiſe would have been, 
Bur to Anſwer to Particulars ; 

I, For the Idolizing ofthis Book, We muſt acknowledge , Wiſe 
men and Good men, they have not onely their AﬀeRions, but their 
Erronrs and Failings, There is too much bitterneſs among us, 
Some perhaps may overvalue this Book and dote too much upon 
ity as it there were no other way ſo good, whereby we might ſo 

ve Godasto pleaſe Him. Yer then again we may ſee that others 


1" qe itas much, *ſpeak as contemptuouſly of it and againſt 


Ir, as if this way of Service were abomination before God. What 
is there whereof all conceive alike ? The Spider draweth Poyſon, 
where the Bee ſucketh Honey , That which is one mans Meat (as 
the Proverb goeth) is another mans Poyſon. There ſhould be a 
Spirit of moderation among us, We profeſs that this Book is the 
Work of Man, andas by Man it was firſt made, fo by Man it may 
be at any time altered or put down, and there is no Work of Man - 
{ov Compleat and perfeRt but may have in it ſome ImperfeRion, or 
'be Tainred wich ſome Errour or Corruption, And again, that 
this Forme is not ſetup and Impoſed , as if it were of abſolute ne- 
cetlivcy : That we could not ſerve God axight without it, bur onc- 
ly for convenience, as Judged moſt Expedient to prevent Miſ- 
carriages, to repreſs, ſtop and reſtrain Schiſmes, Factions, . He- 


relies and Errours in the Church ; which haye grown (as we J wWge) 
| an 


(6) E 
and multiplied much among us by reaſon of that Liberty given to 
every one to uſe what Form he would. It is onely to preſerve 
Peace, Unity, Order and Uniformity inthe Church : Now let. ic 
be granted, that this Book is too much heightned by ſome (which 
perhaps may be done in oppoſition to others, who underyalue it ſo 
mich) yer as long as it 1s lawtul in it ſelf, not contrary ro the 
Word of God, and Injoyned and Impoſed by Authority, what 
good Reaſon can be given by any Man, why we may not uſe it, 
nevertheleſs ina fair moderate way. | E 

2, For theſe Ceremonies, The Croſs and Surplice, which they 
call Popiſh, Ir cannot be proved that the Pope brought) theſe in- 
to the Church, Ir is certain, "that theſe are far more Ancken chen 
the Pope; yet we cannot think that the Popes fingers are ſo foule 


(as Peter Martyr ſpeaketb) that they defile every thing he touch-. 


erh, or that we may not uſe ſome things, which the Papiſts uſe, 
ſo that we do not uſe them in that Superſtitious m— which 
the Papiſts do, ]f we may make uſe ot nothing, which they do 
or have abuſed, we mult forſake all our Churches, caſt off not 


not onely the Creed, but the Lords Prayer and the Sacraments : 


Neither do we borrow theſe Ceremonies of the Papiſts , for from 
the beginning of our Reformation theſe were never remoyed, but 
Rill retained in! our Chyrch, not by Popiſh Order, but» by the 
Princes Law, Armas indifferent in themſelves, and uſed onely in 
a Politick and Civil way, for diſtinction of Perſons, Order, Decen- 
cy and Comelineſs, not plaging any Religion in them, or holding 


them as neceſſary to Salvation, We have ſhewed you already what 


Popery is; we cannot Judge or Cenſure all to be Popery which 
the Papiſts uſe, but Popery is properly the Errours, Corruptions, 


- Superititions, Idolatries and abominations of the Church of Kome, 


either in Docrine or Worſhip. And for theſe Ceremonies it 1s 
eaſie to be proved, that they wereuſedin the Church ' before the 
Name of Pope was known, or was extant in the world, !The Bi- 


ſhops of Roxe for three hundred years after Chriſt and more were . 


Godly Biſhops, and moſt of them Martvrs,asall Hiſtories, ſhew. 
And though Antichriſt was born (as ſome imagine) under \Conſtax- 
tixe, when (as ?/at:xa writerh) there was a voice heard from Heaven 


Semmat um e#t yenenym in Eccleſia, Yet molt of the Learned agree, 


that he was never let in bis Throne cill che tune of Phocas the Em- 
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perour, who flew Mauritins his Lord, and took his Room, whici 


was between five and fix hundred: years after Chriſt, Then this' 


Phocu the Emperor granted to Bomface the Third then Biſhop of 
KR zme the Stile of Biſhop Occ «men:cl or Bifhop Univerſal,co have the 


Power and Sup:riority over all Biſhops and Cliurches, Then was 
the Biſhop of Komee ſer up as Pope. Now theſe Ceremonies were 
in uſe long before that time, as may eakly appear, if we inlitt upon 
them ſeverally, 

1. For the Sign of the Croſs, This was very Ancient. 

I. Though Jews and Gentiles derided both the-Apoſtles and 
Chriſtians for Preaching and Believing in him who was Cru- 
cified upon the Croſs, yer chey rriumphed and rejoyced in 
the Ignominy of the Croſs. The Apoltle ſaich, 1 Cor. 1, 18. 
Kor the Preaching of the Croſs us to ther that periſh, foclihneſs : but 
unto 14 who are ſaved, it ts the power of God, Compriſing under 
the Name of the Croſs not onely Chriſt Crucifted, but the 
Merits of his Deach, with all the Fruits and Benefirs we 
pertake thereby. | 

2. Becauſe the Name of the Croſs was ſo hateful to Jew and 


. Gentile, but eſpecially to the Jews, therefore the Chriſtians, either 
4n the Apoſtles time or ſhortly after uſed much the Sign of the 


Croſs in ail their Actions, thereby making a Profeſlion ( to the 


. Amazement of the Jew) that they were nor aſhamed to acknow- 


ledge Him for their Lord and Saviour, who died for them upon the 
Croſs, This Sign they did not onely uſe themſelves with a kinde 


_ of Glory, when they met with any of the Jews, but Signed therc- 


with their Children when they were Baptized, educating them by 
that Badge to the Service of him in whom they did Believe. And | 
this uſe of the Sign of the Croſs in Baptiſm was cofftantly held in ' 
the Primitive Church,as well by the Greek Church, as by the Latine 


. Church, by the Eaſt and Weſt Church with one:conſent, as is appe- 


rent and evident. by many teſtimonies of the Ancient Fathers: 
Qr.04 omnia Chriſt Beneficia recordari nos f aciat, ſaith Cyril, Becauſe it 
makerh us to remember all the Benefits of Chriſt. And DoRor# e 
tells us, That the ChriKians in the Primitive Times Anciently uſed 
the Signing of the Body-with the Sign of the Croſs, to theſe Ends 
-- 2, To profels to the World, That they were not aſhamed co ac- 
knowledge Chriſt Crucified for their Saviour, ; 
2, 1nat 
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2, That they were not aſhamed of the Perſecutions and 
Croſſes, which befell them for his ſake. [2 
3. That they hoped tor Redemption and Salvation! by Chrif 
Crucified, whom the Jews and Gentiles deſpifed, | 
 Bni the Sign of the Croſs was the Sign Tranſient; made with 
the Finger, Mr. Perki»s faith, That the Sign of the Crols (made 


with the Finger) was in uſe and Common in the Purer Church. 


but the Sign of the Croſs inany Merttal not till four hundred years 
after Chrilt. And Chemret:4 ſaith, In the Primitive times there 
was not any Image or Figure of the Face of a Man, having his 
Armes ſpread outard Nailed to the Croſs, But in the daies of 
Teriullian ard afterward, the Chriſtians did faſhion a Tranſverſe 
Figure as it were a Croſs, and did Sign themſelves. 'But. this Sign 
Tranſient was not a Sign of Worſhip or Adoration, for [that there 
was not any thing really ſubſiſtent in that Sign, but it was onely a 
Profeſſion, a Proteſlion and Remembrance, That they ſhould be- 
lieve in Chrilt Crucified and put all their Hope and Confidence in 
Him. Now there could not be the like Superſtition in the Croſs, 
as it is a Sign Tranſient, as there may be in it when it isa Sign 
Permanent, made-of Wood or Mettal, And that the Sign of the 


_ Croſs was had in great regard, is plain, becauſe Con/tantize, and 0- 


ther Chriſtian Princes at this day ufe the ſame' Croſs in their Armes 
and.Banners both in Peace and in War, in token that they fight un- 
der the Banner of Chrilt. ' | - £ 

3. It muſt be confeſſed, That in Proceſs of time the Sign of the 
Croſs was greatly abuſed in the Church of Rowe, eſpecially . after 


that the Corruption of Popery had gotten the Head. They did A- 


dore the Croſs, giving to it Divine Worſhip, and did aſcribe unto 
it ſtrange effeRs, to the bare. Sign of the Croſs, Ex Opers Operate, 
That the bare Signing of themlelves with the Sign of the Croſs, 
had Vertue and Power againlt Magick Spels, Sorcery, Witchcraft 
and the like Illuſions of the Devil : Indeed we read of ftrange Mi-' 
racles wrought by God in the Primitive times, Adhibuo Sipro Cry-' 
cis, But they were not done by the bare Sign of the Croſs, but by. 
the Faith of them that Believed on Chriſt, who was Crucitied upon 
the Croſs. If ſuch things were done as we Read |of, ſurely they 
were not wrought by the Vertue and Power of the Sign of the 
Croſs. but by Ezith in Chriſt , who dyed upon the Croſs, by 
1 K | the 
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elie vertue and power of Faith in Chriſt. 

Now the Church of E-g/an4 being to make a| Reformation in 
her Do&rine and, Worſhip, and Contuering Tha 
athing doth not take away the Lawtul uſe of it, Among other 
Ceremonies re:ained this Ancient one, bur purged from all Po- 
piſh Superſtition and Efror : The Sign of the Croſs (not in, bar 
after Baptiim) being approved by the Judgement| and Practice of 
thoſe Reverend and Godly Divines, which were in the days of 
King Edward the Sixth, and Queen Elizabeth, and many ſince : 
| But with theſe Cautions following, 

1, That the Sign of the Croſs is no part of the Subſtance of the 
Sacrament of Baptiſm, nor addeth to the perfeRion of it an 


[. 
| 
| 
| 


thing. nor being omitted doth Diminiſh any thing of the Effet of 


Baptiſm. So that the Church layech no Neceflity upon it, as if ic 
were Neceflary to Salvation, + Lis 
2. That the Infant Baptized, is by vertue of Baptiſm, before 
itis Signed with the Sign of the Croſs, received into the Con- 
gregation of Chriſts Flock as a pertet Member thereof, and nor 
by any power aſcribed to the Sign of the Croſs, - So that the 
Church putteth no Holineſs in it, | 
3, Thatche Church of Ezg/and following the praRice of the Pri- 
mitive Churches, doth upon theſe Grounds retain the Sign of the 
Croſs (after Baptiſme) thus purged from all Popiſh Superiticion & 
Error, putting no Holineſs in it, nor Neceſſity of it, but accoun- 
ting it onely as a thing indifferent in it ſelf, yet a Lawful outward 
Ceremony and Honourable Badge, whereby the Infant is Dedica- 
red to the Service of Him thar died upon the Croſs ; Dedicated, not 
by way of Conlecration, but Declaration and Proteſtation, that is, 
Not as a token of Grace received from God by ſuch a Sign made. 
But as a token of Duty, which afterward the |Perſon Baptized 
ought to periorm concerning his conſtant and viſible Proteſſion 
of the Chriſtian Faith, £ | 
Thus there is a vaſt difference between the Papiſts and us in the 
Uſe of this Sign of the Crots. The Papiſts uſe it immediately be- 
fore Baptiſm, and pur Holineſs in it, afcribing/to it Miraculous 
Effects, driving away Devils, expelling Diſeaſes, ſanRifying the 
Perſons, &c. Therefore, our Church to croſs the Superliticion of 
Papiſts bath ordained , Thar the Sign of rhe Croſs ſhould be _ 
| | after 
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aſcer that Baptiſm 15 rully ended, pucing no Holineſs in it, nor lay- 
ing any Neceflicy upon 1t, acknowledging no vertue 11 it, but uſe 
it onely as Primitively it was uſed; that is, onely as a Token, 
whereby there 1s a Protelitation made of a future Conktanty in the 
Proteſlion of Chriſtianity ; And Zaxchie ſaich, That\this uſe of 
the Sign of the Creſs To teſtifie that we arc; not a 
Chriit Crucified , is not to be diſliked, " | 
Object. But it maybe ſaid, If we hoid and Tudge 1his\ Sirm of the 
Croſs robe athing ind fferent #n it ſelf, and put no Holineſs Fo Vertre in 
ut, nor lay axy neceſſity upon it, why us it then impoſed 41d reqnircd tobe 
uſed in the Adminiſtration of this Sacrament ef Baptiſm? | 
Anſw, Be pleaſed to take ſeriouſly into your conſideration this 
Anſwer :. Becauſe many ſtick much at this, and Cannot rightly 
diſtinguiſh between things. |! 


ſhamed of 


There is a double Neceffity of things. is Frags Yites Iopeſecs ' 
| : | | 2. Neceſſitas Ohedientie. 

1.' There is Weceſſizas Impyſttoms, ANeceſlity of the Impoſition 
of arhing, when a thing or Ceremony is ſuppoſed 8nd Com: 
manded as a part of- Gods worſhip, or as having power and ver- 
tue in it to ſandtifie the worſhipper , or as any way Neceſſary to 
Salvation: Then there is a Neceſlity of the Impoſition| of it, be- 
cauſe without it the Worſhip and Service of God is maymed and 
wronged,, Butifthe Thing or Ceremony Commanded be a thing 
indifferent in it ſelf, and uted. in the Worſhip of God'|onely for 
Editication, Decency and Order, and being uſed; addeth nothing 
ro the pertection of that Service, and being omitted and left our, 
diminiſheth nothing from ehe Effect of it, there can be no[Neceſlicy 
of the Impoſition of i, 1nregard of the Thing or Cerempay In- 
poſed and Required, | 

2, There 1s Neceſ/:tas Ovedizntie, A Neceſlity of our Obcdi- 
ence to our Lawtul Magittrates in Church and Common-wealch, in 
things Lawiul indifferent, and not contrary tothe Word} of God, 
for Order and for Government : Thus we are Commanded 'Z*m, 
13.1. Let every Seal be ſubjett ro the kigher power; , 1 and without this, 
If we deny our Rulers this power , That they have no Authority to 
make Laws in indifferent things, we do not onely weaken the Arme 


of Authority, but we break all Government in Church and 
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(63) =. 
Common wealch,and cannot bur ſee what unnatural Conſequences 
of all Diſorder are like to inſue upon it , in Church, in State, in 
Families, inall Societies of the world ; Confuſion will, and of Ne- 
ceſlity muſt follow, if they Fave no power to make Laws for Edi- 
fying, Decency and Order in Things indifferent,and not contrary 


to the Word of God. Bur if they have power ifcrenr to Regu- 


late the Circumſtances of Gods Worſhip in indifferent things for 
Peace, Unity, Order and Decencyx as the Apoſtle adviſeth, 1 Cor, 
14. 40. Let all things be dove Decently and in Order : Then *. muſt 
needs be granted, that it is our Duty to- Obey them in ſuch their 
Determinations, Thus you ſee, there is and will be a Neceſliry of 
our Obedience, To apply this plainly and fully, we acknowledge 
there is no Neceſlity of the Impoſition of this Ceremony of the 
Croſs in Baptiſm or after Baptiſm, becauſe we neither Judge it in 
it ſelf neceſſary any way to Salvation, nor put any Holineſs in ir, 
- butin that reſpe& it may be as well left out and omitted as uſed . 
"neither can we think that our Governours themſelves put any 
Opinion of Neceſlity or Religion init, ſeeing they do openly 
Declare themſelves to the contrary inthe Do&ine of our Church, 
as you may eaſily perceive, if you look upon our Book of Canons, 
and'Examine the xxx, Canon : Thericle whereof is, The Lawfut 
Uſe of the Croſs in Baptiſm Explained. Burt ſeeing this Ceremony 
hath been ſo Anciently and Conſtantly Uſed|in the Primitive 
- Churches, ſtill uſed in our Church, and never pa down by any 
 Lawful Authoricy, but {till recained and. Eſtabliſhed by our Laws, 
yet onely for Diſcipline and Order, and upon no other account ot 
Holineſs or Neceſlity : There. is a Neceſlity of our Obedience in 
ittothe Command of our Governou:s,and tothe Authority of the 
Church, as long as the.: Ceremony it ſelf is Lawful in it ſelf, nor 
Contrary to the Word of God, may be Lawfully uſed upon this 
Accaunt, and that it is the pleaſure of King and Parliament to In- 
* Joyneit, Requireir, and Command it, Things in their own na- 
rure Indifferent, being Commanded or Forbidden by a Lawtul 
Magiſtrate, do in ſome ſort alter their nature in reſpect of che Tie 
of our Obedience, And therctore, becauſe ay Ceremony is Pre- 
ſcribed and Commanded by Authority , the | Church expeReth 
Obedience at onr hands. , Thus you may plainly perceive the 
difference between the, Neceſlicy of the Impoſition of it, om 
| | + Necellity 
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Keceſſity of our Obedience and Submiſſion to it, whep ic is Im- 
poſed and Injoyned, ; | 


2. For the Snrplice, there is no reaſonable Man but will allow | 


of DiſtinRion of degrees among Men. Then how ſhall they be 
known but by their ſeveral Veſtments, Cloaths and Habites 2 
Judges are diſcerned by their Rohes, Serjeants at Law| by their 
Coites, Aldermen by their Gowns, Schollers in the Univerſities, 
and their ſeveral Degrees, by their .feveral Habites, Caps and 
Hoods; why then ſhould ir be any way inconvenient or accounted 
an Indecorum or unſeemly thing in Miniſters, to have ſome Diſtin- 
Rion in their Apparel! from others, to be known and differenced 
from others ? and if we Examine this Veſture of the Su plice, we 
ſhall find it Uſed before Popery was in the wor'd. So that Diverſ- 
ty of Apparel (and more particularly of this Veſtment) had not his 
beginning from the Pope, £uſeb:ws Recordeth out of the mot 
Ancient Writers, That fohn the Apoſtle wore at Epheſus a Bifhops 
Attire upon his Head, terming it: Pelatum ſeu Lamina Pontificalis > 
and Poxtius the Deacon Writeth of Biſhop Cypria» the! Mart 'T. 
That a little before he ſhould be Beheaded, he gave to him - al 
ſhould Behead him: his Veſture called Birr, and to his Deacon 
his Veſture called Patmatica, and ſo ſtood himſelf in Linnen. And 
that the Apparel of the Prielts and Miniſters of the Church was 
Diſtin& from Lay-men in the old Church of the Primitive Times, 
is Apparent by the Eccleſtaſtical Hiſtory of T heodorer, lib. 2, cap, 


27. And by the Writings of Secrare, /rb. 6. cap, 22. Yea, there 
was a Diſtinct Apparel þerween the Chriſtians and Gentifes , we 


find it was the Cuſtorhe when Chriſtians were firſt Converted and 
came to Chriſts Religion, and were admitted into the Church, 1n- 


ſtead ofa Gown they did wear a Cloak, for which cauſe when they - 


were mocked of the Gentiles, Tertul:as Wrote a Learned Book 
De Palli», In defence of the Cloak of that Faſhion and Cuſtome. 
And as they had their ſeveral DiſtinRions of Apparel between 
Chriſtians and Gentiles, ſo eſpecially between Minilters and Lay- 


people, And that white Linnen for Miniſterial Appare! was uſed 
in the Church, 1s plain to all, Chry/e/tome in his Hom1il. 38. on ©. 


Matthews Goſpel, ſpeaking of Miniſters faith, This is your Dig- 
nity, your Stay, your Crown, not that you walk through the 
Church in white Yellments, &c, And Hierem, lib, 1. contra 
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Pelatzum, ſpeaks of the Ecclefiaſtical Order, which in the Admi- 
niſtration of the Sacrifices went in white Veſtures, We find thar 
that the Jews ( Gods own people) _—_— che Nobler tort of 
them, were wont to Wear, and were much. delighted in white 
Cloaths, Therefore Semen ſpeaketh thus to the Epicure, Eccleſ, 
9. 8, At all times let thy Garments be White, that 1s, Be merry, 
put on thy belt Cloaths and keep Holy day, Their Nobles were 
called in the Hebrew Tongue (Chorin) that is, Candid, White, 
Thus you ſhall find ic,. x Keg, 21, 8, Jezabel there ſent Letters in 
' Ahabs Nam: Seal:a ns:h his Seal, ta the Elders and Nobles of the 
City where Naboth dzeled, Whointhe Hebrew Tongue are there 
called Chorim, and hence we may ſuppoſe came the Word Caz- 
aidati, which is ſo much uſed among our Lattin Authors; for Men 
12 Office, Men of Note, or in-Authority, becauſe they were 
uſually Cloathed in White. Iris worth our obſervation, which 
the Evangeliſts note' out unto us- You find that the Souldiers of 
Pilate the Romane I puty put upon our Savigur Chriſt a Scarlet 
Robe, 17atth, 27, 28. oras Mark hath it, Mark 15.17. and Joh, 
Jch. 19.5, 4 purple Garment, which is allo a very pleaſant Red. 
But.the Souldiers of Herd King of Jewry (as you read Luk, 23.17, 
araied Chriſt in White and ſent him again to Pilate, Both was in 
mockery, yet it ſheweth the different Faſhion of thoſe two Na- 
tions, The' Jews and Romans , and that White was the Colour 
of Honour among the Jews, Andno mancan deny, but that the 
Chriſtians in the Primitive times, hada great YVeſlel called (x:2vu- 
_ 6i See) in their Churches, and that in thoſe hot Countries , they 
who were Baptized were firſt dipped in the water of that Veſſel with 

their naked Bodies, and after covered with new White Veltmencs 
to ſhew the Purity of a Chriſtian, Whence the Lords day after 
Eaſter {which Faſter was their Chie! time of Baptizing) was called 
(and is ſtill ſo calied in all your old Books }| Domir44 in Alb. 
The Lords day in White, ' Becauſe, then all that were Baptized at 
thar time, were wont to wear White Garments or VW hite cove- 


rings for an outward Sign of Regeneration, Purity and Newnels of 


Life. We Read alſo in the Scripture that the Angels alwaics ap- 
peared in White Veſtments. At our Saviour Chriſts Reſurrection, 
Matth, 28, 3. it is ſaid, there dppeared an Angel, Hs conunterance 
was like Lightning, and bu Ratment White as Snow, And Mark, 16. 5, 
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You hear of a Young man Cloathed ina long White Robe, But Joh. 20. 
12, we Keadof I wo Arge's which appeared iy; tþ te, a at Chriſts 
Aſcenſion, . It is ſaid, 44s 7,16. Two men /'ood by in Hihite Appar 
rel and (fake? wnts the people, Yo that as Peter Atartyr ſpeuks in tis 
Anſwer to Biſhop Hoopers Letter, The Defenders of this Cere- 
mony may pretend ſome honeſt and juſt Signifcation, tor the Mt- 
niſters of Godare called Angels, Afa!. 2.7. The Prieſts Lips hal 
preſerve knowledge. they (hall [eek the Law at his mouth, for hes Ane 


gelus Domini , The Meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſtes. And Reve/,;, 1, 


Write unto the Angel of. the Charch which # at Sardis, Fc. And Zep- 
pers himſelf ſpeaking of the Papiſts , ſaith thus,” We Read nothing 
of the Superſtitious Habires and Hiitrzonical in the Monuments of 
Antiquity, except onely of the White Velture, Q#:u4 ſtr fre 
Superſtitions in Signnm 7, Commonefaitionem h:n: ſtatus ite! Sothat 
(it we look upon Antiquity ) we need not much marvel at the 
White Rochets of the Biſhops, or the White Surplices of the Mini- 
ſters. They were doubtleſs at ficſt ordained and appoinred 
1, For the Honour of the Miniſterie , that they might be ac- 
counted and received as the Miniſters,-Servants and Meſſen- 
gers of God, _ | 
2, Not onely for their Eſtimation, but for Diſtinction |ſake. to 
have them known and diſcerned from others, that chey 
might have that Honour and Reſpect given them, which was 
due to their Perſons and Places, BR 
3, To ſhew the Puritie and Holineſs , The dnſpotredneſs of Iffe 
and Converſation, which 1s required in the Miniſters of the 
Church, | 
Bnt ſome may conceive the Surplice to be Borrowed from the 
Linnen Ephod of the Levites, and ſo a Levitical Rite brought into 
our Church, | 
We cannot deny but in the Levitical Law God conn ed an 
Ephod to be made, and to be uſed, and pur on by the Prieſts when 
they ſhould do Sacrifice 3 and we find that there were two kinds 
wf 1, | | | 
1. There was one which the High Prieſt onely uſed and-fid pur 
on, It was made of Purple, Violet colour Silke, and Scarlet. 
It had Gold wroughr in it and ſundrie kinds gf moſt Pretious 
Stones, as you may ſee, Exod, 28, 28, | 
| | 2:1 There 
| 
| 
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2. There was another called Ephod Bad, that is, A Linnen 
- Ephod, which the Levites alſo uſed in Holy Services, You 
Read, 1 Sam.2, that Hannah made every year jor Samuel 4 /itile 
Coat and an Ephrd, when ſhe had given him| to the Lord to 
Miniſter in the Tabernacle, Yea David being grrvt with as 
Ephod, 2 Sam. 6.14, danced before the Ark, Its there ſaid 
7 hat David danced before the Lord with all his might and was 

girded with a Lineen Ephod, | 
But you mult know, that the Ephod though it come over their 
Shoulders, yet came not down much farther then|their Waſte, not 
down to the Ground as the Surplice doth, and was Girded on, 
wherewith they did uſually Truſs up and Gird up their other Gar- 


ments. But the Surplices are long Veſtments to come down to 
the feet, and are to hang looſe and not to be] Girt about us, 


therefore cannot be thought to be the Levitical Ephod. And if 
we may believe Platina In Vita Stephani, Stephen Biſhop of Rome , 


' who was a Godly Biſhop and a Conſtant Martyr under Deciz 


known inthe World, andever ſince Retained i 
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the Emperour, was the firſt Inventor and Appointer of the Sur- 
plice, who lived Anno Dom. 256. Two hundred fifty and ſix years 
after the Birth of our Saviour Chriſt, long before Popery was 
the Church, 
I. Partly for the Honour of the Miniſtry. | WE 
2. Partly for the DiſtinRion of the Miniſter from the People, 
3. And partly again, to ſhew the Purity, Holyneſs, and Un- 
ſpottedneſs of Life and Converſation which is required in the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel. | 
3. For the laſt Particle of this laſt ObjeRtion, That the Impo- 
ſition of theſe Ceremonies 15 Contrary to our Chriſtian Liberty : 
Be pleaſed to take notice, that we deny not [Chriſtian Liberty, 
we know the Charge St. Pau! giveth to the Galatians, Gal, 5, 1, 
Stand faſt in the Liberty wherewnth Chriſt hath made us free and be mit 
In:angled ag un with the Toke of Bondage, But then we muſt con- 
ſider again , what kind of Liberty thatis, wherewith Chriſt hath 
made us free, wherein it doth Conſiſt, and how far it doth Extend : 
You cannot take it to be a general Liberty and Licentiouſneſs, A 
Carnal Liberty to do what we liſt. No, mark what the Apoſtle 
there ſaith, v.13, Brehren, ye have been called unto Liberty, onely uſe 
mot your Liberty 4s an Occaſion tothe Fleſh, but by Love ſerve one another 


Neither 
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Neither is it meant of a Civil or Corporal Liberty of qur Bodies 
from all kind of Service and Servitude under others, The 
Apoſtle tells us to the Contrary , t Cor, 7. 20,21, 22.23. Let 
every \\.an able in the ſame Vocatu;n or Calling wherein hy ts called : 
Art thou called being a Ser Vt ? care mit for it; but if thiu mayeſt be free, 
uſe it rathey, &c, Here you ſce we are adviſed to comnue in the 


-ſame Particular and Private Trade, Profetfion, Quality and Con- 


dition, wherein we are Set and Called in the Common-wealth, 
though we be partakers of that General and Effeual(Calling ot 
a Chriſtian, Though we be Converied and Called to be Cliri{ti- 
ans, yet we muſt not Change our Particular Vocatipn, State , 
Quality and Condition , though we be Servants, we mutt abide 
and continue in it, Chriſtian Liberty doth noc Exempt trom 
Obedience thoſe that are any way under the Government of others, 
Their Chriſtian Liberty dorh no way Croſs their Private and Par- 
ticular Calling, or any way infringe or take off their ourward duty 
in their Place and Calling to their Superiours, or Exempt them 


from Obedience to the Juſt Laws of Men , though they be Servants. 


Neither is this Liberty (called Chriſtian Liberty) meant or inter- 
ded to take us off or Exempt us from Obedience, to the Magiſtrate 


and Laws of the Land Injoyning that which is Lawtful and Honelt, 


and not contrary to the Word of God. You know again the 
Charge of the ſame Apoſtle, Kow. 13, 1, Let every Soul be {ub'et! 
to the Higher Powers: For there 16 no power but of God, ard the Pow:r; 
that be are Ordained of God, yeav.y. Ye mu't be [ub rf not on: 1» be- 
cauſeof wrath, but for Conſcience ſake. - That is, in reſpe& of the 
Ordinance of God which commandeth us to Obey thole Laws of 
the Magiſtrate whichare not Repugnant to the Laws of Ged, This 
Liberty alſo the Apoſtle giveth ro the Church co- make ſuch O-- 
ders as tend to Editication, 1 Cr, 14- 26. Let al!t'ings| be done 19 
Edifying, And again, 1 Cr. 14 40. Let all thirgs be dons Decent!) 
ard in Order, Thoſe ARtions, Things and Rites, which in thet: 
own nature are Indifferent, neither preciſely Commmanded nor 
expreſſely Forbidden in the Word of God; As to Eare ſuch a day 
Fleſh, and ſucha day Fiſh, to keep ſuch a kind of dterat 6ne time, 
and ſuch a kind at another : To wear at ſuch a time fuchland ſuch 
Veſtures and Garments (eſpecially upon a Politick and Civil Ac- 
count) being Commanded and Required by the Magittrate, arc 
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then not to be accounted indifferent to us, becauſe they are Injo.y- 
ned to be obſerved of us, and required by the Magiſtrate ro whom 
we owe Subje&ion by the Law of God. Thus you ſee this Chri- 
ſian Liberty whereon we ſtand, is not aLiberty of Licentiouſneſs., 
ro do what we liſt , neither is it a Civil or Corporal Liberty of our 
Bodies from all kind of Service and Servitude under others ; Nei- 
ther is it ſuch a Liberty as doth Exempt us from Obedience to our 


Lawful Magiſtrates and to the Juſt Laws of our Land, requiring 


nothing of us which is contrary tothe Word of God. | 

You will ſay now, What kind of Liberty then is it which the 
Apoſtle doth here perſwade us to ſtand fait in wherewith Chriſt 
hath made us Free? | | 

We anſwer, it is a Spiritual Liberty of the| Soul and Spirit, 
whereby we ſerve the Lord Chriſt willingly and cheerfully in Spiric 
and Truth , being-freed from the Bondage of the old Law. If you 
look upon the Words there going before and following after, you 


will plainly find, (andall Interpreters do _= upon it): that the 


Apoltle St. Paul ſpeaketh there of that Liberty whereby we are 
freed by Chriſt from the Obſervation of the Law, which he callech 
there the Yoke of Bondage. Thus St. Peter alſo ſpeaketh of them, 
Atts r5. 10, Why tempt ye God to lay a Tokg on the Diſciples Neckes 
which neithsr we nov our Fathers were able to bear ? For preſently atf- 


ter St, Pas! infiſteth upon Circumciſion, becauſe! Circumciſion was 


the Ground of all the Service of the Law, and that which was 


chiefly urged by the falſe Apoſtles. Thus he ſpeaketh there, +. 2. ' 


Behold | Paul ſay unto you , 1f you be Circumciſed, Chriſt ſhall profit you 
zothing , that is, If you- be Circumciſed with that mind and mean- 


' ing (which the falſe Apoſtles pretend) as that you look and Be- 
lieve to be Juſtified by Circumcifion, and by keeping of the Law, ' 


then ſhall Chriſt profit you nothing. Chritt profiteth onely them 
which Renounce their own Righteouſneſs, the Righteouſneſs of 
the Law, and fly tothe Promiſe of Grace made in Chriſt by Be- 
lieving, and by Faith applying to themſelves the Merits of the 
Death of C hriſt, and reſting upon him alone, and upon that Pro- 
miſe of mercy made in him for the Forgiveneſs of their Sins, and 
tor the Salvation of their Souls, For no man can keep the Law, 
therefore no man can expect to be Saved by the Law: Bur the 
Curſe of the Law mul} needs lic upon him without Chriſt, This 
if. 
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is that Liberty which the Apoſtle there doth inliſt upon, If you de-- 
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ſire to be farther ſatisfied in this Point of Chriſtian Liberty ; Be 
pleaſed to take it in theſe Particulars. | 
Our Chriſtian Liberty Conſiſteth E-2) 

1,InaLiberty or Freedom from the Power or Dominion of Sin, 
25 the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, Rom. 6.14, For fn hall not have the Doms- 
110% over you, for you ave nt wder the Law but wader Grace, From 
the Tyranny and Bondage of Satan. Hebr, 2. 14,15. Chnift took 
part with ws, that be might deſiroy through dea:b, him that had the power 
of death, which 15 the Dewvil , and that be migh: deliver them which for 
fear of death were all theiv life timme ſmbjeft unto Bondage , And from the 
Torments of the Second Death. Rom, 8, 1, T here ts w condemnation 
to them that are im Chrift Jeſws, So that true Believers, though 
they have fin {till dwelhng and abiding in them , yer are delivered 
from the Power, Raign, Rule and Dominion of fin, | are not 
Slaves and in Bondage under Satan, nor in danger of Eternal 
Death. | | 

2. In a Liberty and Freedome from the Moral Law, but not 
in reſpe& of Obclicnce, bur in reſpe& of the Rigour, Curſe and 
Condemnation of the Law; The Obligation to puniſhment : For 
whereas the Law requireth of us perfe& Righteouſneſs, we do 
not look to be Juſtified. by che Righteouſneſs of the Law), but by 
the Righteouſneſs of: Chriſt , according to that, Galath. 3. 13: 
Chrift hath redeemed us from the curſe of the Law, being made a curſe 
for us ,, for it ts wruten, Curſed ts every one that hangeth on a Tree, 

3. In the Liberty of the Spiric, The gift of the Holy Ghoſt 
which doth inwardly Seal unto us the former Mercies, Kom, 8 15, 
16, For we have net Recerved the Spirit of Bondage to fear again, but we 
have Received the Spirit of Adoption, whereby we cry Abba Fathry. 
This Spirit of God taketh away the vail of Ignorance, Darkneſs, 
and Blindneſs from our Hearts, Inlightneth us by the Preaching 
of the Goſpel, in the true ſaving knowledge of Chriſt , Converr- 


ng us to God, and Quickning us with thehfe of Grace, willingly 


and cheerfully to obey God, according to that, 2 Coy, 3,17. Now 


the Lerd « that Spirit ; and where thr Spirit of the Lord is | there 


Liberty, 


[ 
| 
| 


4, Ina Freedom from the Ceremonial Law of Moſes, trgm the 


Sacraments, Sacrifices and Services of the Old Law, which were 


L.2 'Impoſca 
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Impoſed on the people of God, and were Types and Shadowes of 
thinos to come, and ended in Chriſt, The Apoſile tells us, Gal-r, 2.4. 
of falſe Brethren witch were craft ily ſent in and crept in privily (ſaith he 
of thoſe times ) 22 fþ.e out our Liberty, which we have in Chriſt Jeſus, 
that they might bring 8 into Bonaage, To oj we gave not place by 
Sub/ection for an hour , that the Truthof th Goſpel might continue with 
17089. And from the necellity of obſerving thoſe Legal Rites, 


* Orders and Ordinances which concerned thingsIndifferent, The 


choice of certain Meats, thz Obſervations of daies and the like ; 
#As alſo from all the Traditions of Men Inſtituted in the 'worſhip 
of God. as neceſſary to Salvation or putting Religion in them. 
Chrilt hath delivered us from all theſe, Yet notwithſtanding all 
this, Chriſtian Liberty doth not ar all Exempt us from our Obe- 
dience to our Lawtul Magiſtrates or to the Laws of our Land , - 
Commanding and requiring that which is Lawful and not contrary 
to the Word of God, and Inſtituting and 1njoyning thoſe things 


' without any -opinion of plating any Religion, Worſhip or Ne- 


ceſli:y in them, butin a Civil and Politick manner, onely for the 
Editication of the Church, onely for Order, Difference and De- 
cency. Thus you plainly fee, This Chriſtian Liberty (which is 
pretended ) cannot be Extended to things Indifferent in them- 
ſelves, or to theſe Ceremonies, being Indifferent in themſelves 
and Lawful in themſelves,' no way Repugnant to the word of God, 
and Inſticyted and Injoyned onely in a Civil and Politick way for 
Difference, Order and Decency, without laying any neceſlity up- 
on them for Salvation, or placing any Religion or Holyneſs 1n 
them, Therectore, Theſe that either Stubbornly contemne them, 
or Odiouſly contend againſt them , cannot but give juſt Occaſion 
of Scandal and Offence; As they are guilty of the Breach ot 
Charity, ſo they Break the very Bond ot Order, and deny thei: 
Obedience which is due unto the Magiſtrate. | W_ 

But you will ſtill Reply ; We -cannot be perſwaded , that you 
take theſe Ceremonies to be Indifferent in themſelves, to be done 
oz left undone : But that you lay ſome kind of neceſlity upon them, 
becauſe ey are ſo ſtrictly Urged, Required and Commanded ; 
and thereby our Chriltian Liberty is Infringed. - 

To this we Anſwer , All acknowledge, that theſe things are in 
their own nature Indifferent , which are neither. neceſſary to be 

[TT cone 
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Cone nor ſinful being done , may be done or left undone without 


ſin, which 'are morally neither Good nor Evil, and in Scripture 
neiches Commanded nor Forbidden. Thus theſe. things, Theſe 
Ceremonies in their own Nature ate neither Good nor Evil, neis 
ther Commanded in no nor Forbidden : But being ſer up, 
zppointed and-Commanded by our Governours and Magiſtrates 
our Qbedience to them is neceſſary (as long as no Impiety is foun 

inthem, as not contrary to the Word of God) and not Indiffe- 
rent, We haye ſhewed you already the Difference | between 
the Neceility of the lmpoſition of aching, and our Neceſlity of 
Obedience to ir, when it is Impoſed : To cleer it farther ,to you 


take it thus, | 


There be two Kind of Neceſlicies, which are incident to Hu- 
mane Ordinances inthe caſes of Indifferent things, 

1. The Neceſlity of Obedience to the Commandment ,- This 
Neceſlity of Obedience to Humane Precepts and Commands in 
chings Lawful and Indifferent, is ſo far from prejudicing Chriitian 


Liberty. , that God himſelf hath Eſtabliſhed this Neceſſity in his 
Church, Row, 13. 1, 1 7et.2.13. Eph. 6,7. Tit, 3.1, This Ne- 


ceſlity of Obedience cannot properly contradict our Chriſtian Li- - 


berty, though accidentally by reaſon of the multitude of Impoſi- 
tions it may be much wronged. 1. 

2: The. Neceſflity of the Docrine of that Commandment, 
The Opinion of the Neceſlity of the Impoſition of ic, This Do&ri- 
nal Neceſlity is, whena Man ſhall give to any Humane Conſtituti- 
on any of thoſe Properties, which are Eſſential to Divine Orditans 
ces. Theſe Properties, arc principally Three, | 

1. Immediately to Bind the Conſciences of Men, | 

2. Tobe a Neceflary. meanes to Salvation, | 

3. Tohold it altogether unalterable by the Authority of Man. 

| Thefe Poings do Infer a Doctrine of Divine Neceſllty, 

Such kind of Preſcriptions and Orders which' contain in them 
any Opinion of Doctcinal Necellity, whenſoever they ſhall be Or- 
dained of Man, though they concern onely the ci Ceremo- 


10, 11,12,15, We may not ſtamp the mark of neceſſity upon 
any Dofrine, whereupon God hath ſet his Stamp of In 


' nies of Gods worſhip, yet are contrary to the Word of dry Arts 
d 


ferency. 


to uſe it ox not to uſe it, So. that it is the Docrinal Opinion Con- 


| cerning 
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cerning Ceremonies, That is, the onely Proper cauſe of depriving 
Chrittians of that Liberty in Queſtion, which Chriſt commended to 
his Church in reſpe& of things Indifferent, Po/anws reduceth thoſe 
Errours which make Circumſtances of Worſhip truely Superſtiti- 
ous, to Four Heads, | Eg | 

1. Merit', when thereby we think to purchaſe Gods Favour, 
To Merit at Gods hand, and that he 1s bound to reward our 
Inventions. ; | 

2, Cul:w Der, when things are required as Eſſential parts of 
Gods Worſhip, when we put Holineſs in them, | 

3. Perfectionis, when we think that the Perfection of Chriſtianicy 
conſiſteth in Humane Inventions, - | 

4. Neceſfiratis, when ſuch things are required as ſimply Ne- 
ceſſary in their Nature, when they are but things Indifferent, 

Dmew expreſſing the ſeveral Properties ofthe Opinion of Ne-. 

ceiſity, whereby Chriſtian Liberty is diſſolved, reduceth them allo 
to theſe Four : When there is an Opinion, | + _. 

I, That Humane Ceremonies are Neceſſary to Salvation, 

2. When they put Holineſs in them. | 

3. When they place an Opinion of Merit inthem, 

4: When they make them Neceflary Parts of Gods Worſhip, 

And Chemmitiz: faith, Opinio Neceſitatis tollit Libertatem, So that 

by all theſe you ſee , that Chriſtian Liberty is properly impeached 
by a DoErinal Neceſsity, by teaching Men to believe ſome thing _ 
to be Neceſſary in it ſelf, which our Saviour Chriſt by the power of 
his New Teſtament hath left to his Church as free aud Indifferent. 
Thus Calvin ſheweth, that it is not the Neceſlity of Obedience to 
Mans Commandment, but the Neceflity in Opinion of the Com- 
mandment of Man. The Opinion of the Neceſlity of the Com- 
mandment of Man that annuileth our Liberty, onr Chriſtian Li- 
berty in things of themſelves Indifferent : Now though our Church 
doth challenge a Neceffity of Obedience to her Command, yer doth 
ſhe not Command or. Teach any uſe of theſe Ceremonies in any 
Opinion of the Neceſiity of them , but that they are Recained for 


Diſcipline and Order, and on juſt cauſes may be altered and 


. 


changed, and not to be equal to Gods Law. 


But till Three Obje&ions may be made. 
ObjeR. 1, T here ſhould be no Laws made for the Governmert of the 
s [- Church 


p 
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| Church beſides tne Expreſs Rule of th 
by Chriſt, Deur. 12, 32. Whatſoever I command youtake heed 
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ro do it : Thou ſhalt put nothing thereto nor take ought therefrom, 


f God by Chriſt Jeſus hath given full and perfect Laws for bis Church, 


Jam, 4,12, There is one Lawgiver, who is able to Save and to 
Deſtroy. | 
- Anſw. We acknowledge Chriſt to be the Head of the Church, 


aSit is, Coloſ., 1.18, And that he hath given full and perfe&t Laws to 


his Church foi the Matter and Subſtance of his Worſhip, and in 


ſome things for the Manner of his Worſhip, But we muſt know 
Laws are of Generals : Thus there be General Rules| or Laws 
given by Chriſt, which for matter of Subſtance may not bealtered, - 
we may neither adde to them, nor diminiſh from them; but for 


matters of Circumſtance, that being Indifferent and yariable in 
the Particulars, they may be altered or aboliſhed as the/Peace and 
Edification of the Church ſhall require, So that Chriſtian Prin- 
ces with the State and Church may. Qrdain ſuch Orders by thoſe 
General Rules, as may be Judged fitting by them for Order , 


_ 'Decency and Edification of the Church ,- ſo that the Service of 


God be not put in them , but appointed onely for Diſcipline and 
Order. This is no addiczon to Gods Command , we adde nothing 
Eſſential to the Dorine or Worſhip of God. That which 1s 
added is onely Accidental and Circumitantial, the better to inforce 
Gods Command, and the becter to perform the Serviceand Wor- 
ſhip of God, There is an addition of Corruption, and an addition 
of Preſervation, We may not adde any thing to Corrupt the 


| Doctrine and Worſhip of God, thereby to wrong it, weaken it 


or,adulterate it , but theſe circumſtantial Additions are onely the 
better to preſerve the True DoErine and the Pure Worſhip and 
Reverent Service of God, And that the Church hath taken Liber- 
ty intheſe things that are ſuch, may eaſily appear by many mſtan- 
£cs in the Old and New Teſtament, We find many Ceremonies 
by Man Inftituted in the Service of God, not preſcribed by the 
Word of God, S»/om9rs Altar which he made occaſionally, 1 Reg, 
$, 64, had no particular Warrant from the Word of Gad, The 
Feaſt of Purim ordained by the Jews, Eftth, 9. 27. and comman- 
ded to be kept throughout their Generations, and the! Feaſt ot 


| the Dedication of the Altar laſtituted by the Afarchaters and the 


| peo ple, 
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(80) 
people, 1 Mackas. 2.'59. which Chriſt himſelf/did honour wich his 
pretence, Fohy 10, 22, were not preſcribed by the Law of God. 


And the Jews had Synagogues tor the Reading and Preaching of 


the Word of God, yet we find no command in the Old Teſtament 
for the Building of them: Again, in the time of the New Teſtament, 
In the Apoſtles time, there were their Feaſts of Charity, as appea- 


- reth by chat in che Epiſtle of Jade v,.12. and they had their O/cu- 


lum Pacis, their Holy Kiffe, Roms. 16. 16, 1 Cor. 16, 20, which 
was S:pnaculum Reconciliationts, 1 Theſſe 5,26, 1 Pet, 5. 14, yet 
neither of thefe preſcribed by God. If any man ſay theſe were 
Apoſtolical Inſticutions, yet they were nor Divine ; but in them 
the Apoſtles Ated as Governours of the Church. For we count, 
that Divine Inſtitutions are ſuch, as were Ordained for Perpetual 
uſe in the Church, Apoſtolical ſuchas were Ordained by the Apo- 


_ Niles; with a power to alrer them-as they ſaw good, and thoſe were 


altered; Eccleſiaſtical, ſuch whichithe Church after the Apoſtles did 


anywhere Ordain, which are likewiſe ſubje& to alteration, All 


know that it was the Univerſal Cuſtome in all Chriſtian Churches 


'throughout the world , That in the Primitive times they uſed 


(ſtanding ) intime of Publick Prayers, upon all the Lords daies 
between Eaſter and Whitſontide , which was Appointed by the 
Church in thoſe times, to fignifhe their Faith of Chriſts Reſur- 
retion. And the Fealts of Eaſter and Whuſon:de or Pentecoſt, In- 
Kiruted by the Church, were alwaies obſerved and kept to this day. 
To all theſe I may Adjoyn the Ancient Practice of the Jews, who 
unto the Inſtitution vt thar great Feaſt of the Paſſeover preſcribed 
to them by Moſes, had (as the Rabbines witnels ) added och Signs , 
and Words; adding their Sawce called (Charaſeth) thick like 
Muſtard, to be a Memorial of the Clape, wherein they wrought in 
e/Eoypt, therein dipping the bicrer Hearbs, and drinking Wine, 
with theſe Words to Both, Take and Eatetheſe tn Remembrarce, &c. 
Drink _this in Remembrance, &c, Upon which Addition and Tra= 
dition of theirs, our Saviour (as ſome lay) Inſtituted the Sacrament 
of His Laſt Supper, in Celebrating ic with the. ſame V'ords and 
after the ſame Manner, Thereby approving the Fa& of theirs in 
Parricular and generally , That a Church may Inſtitute ſome Ce- 
remonies *igniticant, God commandeth us in his Law to Worſhip 
ard to Serve him; But Times, Places and ſome Particular Geſtures 

: mn 
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in hi3 Service are counted among things Indifferent, |and matters 
of Circumſtance , and ſo left ro the Prudence of the Governours 
of the Church, to order them and diſpoſe of them as they ſh, ! 
judge moſt fit for Edification, And if 1n theſe there ſhould be no 
ſet Order , What diſturbance and contuſion would there be? -T! e 
Chriſtian Magiſtrate may drive the negligent to hear the Word ot 
God Preached , may alſo puniſh wicked Diſpiſers, Blaſphemers<, 
Hereticks, Schiſmacicks, Idolaters and the like : And how can 
this be done but by Laws Made and Eſtabliſhed by the Church ? 


Then ſome Laws may be added about Particular Circumſtances . 


whichare variable, Yet we do not take the power of making Laws 
out of Gods hand, or any ways adde to the Laws of God ;, we do 
onely Inforce the: keeping of Gods Laws for Order, Decency ard 
Diſcipline , that all may be done Decently and Orderty in the 
Church of God : We acknowledge, that the Kingdome. ot Chrilt 


is Spiritual, All the Kings of the Earth and Men ot this world. can- 


not Convert one Soul to Chriſt , That is done by the Holy Ghoſt, 
by the lively Word of Faith, But the Civil Power is an outward 
mean to drive Mento hear the Word and Goſpel Preached, and 
ro keep Order and obey Diſcipline. Chriſts Subjects: again are 
willing SubjeRs, ſo far as his Word and Spirit hath wrought upon 
| themto ſubdue them. But before Men be Converted, Compulii- 
ons even with Penalties are often and ordinarily a way and-means 
to bring chem to that, whereby this work of Converſion is wrought, 
It is ſaid of that good King Jos, 2 Chror, 34. 33. That he took. 
away all the abominations out of all the Conntries that pertained te the 
Children of Iſrael, and compelled, all that were foxnd in Iſrael to ſerve 
the Lord their God. And of Aſa King of, Judab, 2 Chror, 14, 4, 
T bat he commandrd Judah to ſeek, the Lord God of therr Fathers, &c, 
But in 2 Chron, 15, 12, That they made « Covenant to' feck. the Lo:d 
God of their Fatheys, and v, 13, That they laid a Penalty ; 7 hat wbox 

ſeever would not ſeek the Lord God of their Fathers, be ſpouldbe ſlatr, 
QbjeR. 2. T hat the Lawsof Meu do not bind the Conſcience, ant 
that there is no Guilt before God, but for violating and breaking the Laws 

of God, | Rs 

4 A»ſw. We acknowledge, that the Authoricy which doth Irame-. 
diately and DireRly bind the Conſcience of Man, ſo-as to make his, 
rranſgreſſion damnable before God «Y Autboricy muſt pravced 
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ences of men by way of Conſequen e, not Immediately, bur re- 


- ning Obedience to the Jult Laws of men, Kew, 13, 1.. and », x5 


= lyneſs in them , or laying a Neceſſity upon them, or 


' Word of God, fo belides the ſame ought ic not to inforce any thing 


\ rity tO Ordain, Change and Aboliſh Ceremonies| and Rites, Or- 


| (82)  _—- 
from God alone, who in ys Law doth forbid it and threatneth ts 
puniſh jt, Burthe Laws of men may be ſaid ro bind the Conſci- 


flectively and indireAly, by vertiue of Gods Command, Injoy- 


For Conſcience ſake, and 1 Per. 2,13, Por rhe Lords ſake. Not Im- 
mediarely, but Mediately as it is the Ordinance of God , we muft 
not confound Forum Cal: and. Forum Sol: we muſt wiſely diſtin» 
Suiſh between the Court of Heaven and the Conrt'on- Earth, 
Between the Laws of Men 'and. the Laws of God: ' Gods Laws 
properly bind the Conſcience 3 Mans Laws in reſpe& of that 
Obedience which God by his-Law commandeth to be given to 
them for Order , Government and Niſcipline-amons men, ' 
ObjeR.-- 3. Ve know not the minds of our Governonys in theſe "Litvy. 
for ought we krow , they may Impnſe and requirertheſa Ceremonies which 
we Scruple at, upon ſome ſuch Superſtitions Grounds, as « rehearſcd! 
Either upon an Opir10n of Merit , or #pon An Opinuo of parting Ho- 
Tap fre them as 

Parts of Gods Worſhip, ard thus may bring m Superſtition and / dolaty;, 
Axfw, 1f youdefire to receive full ſatisfa&tion in this, you muſt 
look upon the DoErine of our Church, whencethe- Grounds of 
the Impoſition and Practice of theſe Ceremonies are drawn, -Thar 
is the Trueſt and Sureſt Rule to go by : Examine the xxxix. Arti- 
cles, agreed upon by all our Divines, +»#v Dow, 1562. which are 
called by ſome Our Engliſh Creed, containing the ſumme of our 
Faith, and the Doctrine of our Church, The x81, Article ſpeak- 
eth plainly inthe end of it, Thoughthe Church be the keeper of 
Gods Word : Yet, asit ought not to Decree any thins againſt the 


to be Believed for Neceſlity of Salvation, And again, in the end 
of Artic. 34. Every Particular or National Church hath Autho- 


gained onely by . mans Authority, ſo that all things be done'to 
Edifying. And for Particulars, ſearcli the Canons of our Church 
made 40 Dem, 1603, where in the 30th, Canon |the lawful uſe of 
the Croſs in Baptiſm is fully Explained thus : That it is no part of 
the Subſtance ot that Sacrament ; being nſed, addeth nothing to 
the PertcRion and Vertue of Baptiſm,nor being © irted;derracterh 
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Cans / , 
any thing from the Effe & and Subſtance of ic, bur _ onely 
(as Primicively 4s a Lawful outward Ceremony and Hononrab'e 


a» 


Badge, whereby the Infant is Dedicated to the Service of him that _ | 
died upon the Crots, And for Decency of Apparel —_— to. 


Miniſters in Can, 74. thus; All which Particulars concerning Ap- 
parel preſcribed , our meaning 15 not to Attribute any Holinets 
or ſpecial Worthinelſs to the ſaid Garments, but for Decency, Gra- 
vity and Order, Now if you find in the General U'o&rine of our 
Church (which 15 Viſible and ought to be (in Charity) -the Rule of 
Judging Particulars) that ſhe doth nor onely diſclaim thoſe Super- 
{titious Grounds, but doth farther declare , The Grounds of tuch 
General Impolition of all theſe Ceremonies to be onely ina Civil 
manner to be Impoled for Diſtin&tion, Order, w— Uni- 
formity, and not for any Religious Opinion that they pur inthem z 
you have little Reaſon to be Jealous'or Suſpicious of any Nl meanin 
in your Goveragurs, to whom you owe « harity (which thinketh 
no Evil) as well as Obedience and Submiſſion, - 

Here you lee fully and plainly , that « riftien"Liberca not a- 
cainitche Duty and Obedience which we owe to our Governours 
and Lawful Magittrate+, but rather Tieth us (in things Indifferent, 
' Lawful, and not Contrary to the Words of God) to all kind of 

Duty to all our Lawtul Governours. To Fathers, to Maſters, to 
Husbands, to Paltours, to Magiſtrates, Kings and Rulers, and by 
the ſtrongeſt Bonds ot Obedience, Of #rarh, (as the Scripture. 
ſpeaketh) Of Conſcience, ard for the Lords ſake, | 

Thus I have done my Indeavour to give Satisfaction |, 1 ſpeak 
as to Wiſe, Underſtanding, Rational and Moderate Men , Free 
from Paſſion, Prejudice and ſtrong Aﬀections, to' Jdgearlgh oE 
things. You know that Innovations are dangerous either in Church 
or State- Ir was art approved faying of Sexeca, that Divine Hea- 
then of Old. Non expedit Concutere Fel cem Statum, It 15 neither 
the p.rt of a Wiſe Man, nor yet accounted Safe, to take or dif- 
quieta well ſeried State, Nay Remember that Old Rule in. Po- 
licy of State ; Malum beye poſirgern nn eſt movendum, An evil (as 
onely Inconveuient } being placed well, is not to be Removed, lc 


is no Wiſdone, 1t a Stone ſtand a little out of ſquare ina great 


Building by Pulling it out to 11danger the Fall, weakning or ſhake- 
ins the whole Frame, An lnconvenience is better thena 
; | M 2 uh; 


iſchief, 1 
If / 


_ _ we Gain. 0, 


. ( as Mr. Fox Recordeth ) in his Examination, jar. 223. Anne 


| 
| 
| 


(34) 
if it could be found and proved, that there were ſome Errours in 
this Book of Common Prayer , It they be ſmall,zthey might be borne 
with : If they be ſuch as ſome may Judge them not to be Tolera- 
ble , yet they may be Corrected and Amended, and not the whole 
Frame pulled down : But we may make that Challenge to all our 
Adverſaries, which Mr, Deering in a Book called, A ſparing re- 


| ſtraint, &c, doth. againſt Mr, Harding; Look it any Line be 


blameable in our Service, and take hojd of your Adyantage , I 
think Mr, Jewef will accept it for an Article, Our Service is 


$00d and Godly, Every cittle grounded upon Holy Scriptures ; 


and wich what Face do youcall ic Darkneſs ? If this Book ſhould 


. now be put down afcer ſo-many years Continuance in our Realm, 


and a New Form ſer up to ſatisfie the Scruples and Fancies of ſome 
Self-conceited people, who are never long content with any thing : 
Think what ſad Conſequences would follow upon it ; The Papilts 
would and migte Triumph and Inſult, chac our Church is Cor- 
rupt and Impure, and hath been tull of Errours and Corrupti- 
ons from the firit Beginning and from the firſt Foundation of ir 
(che putting down of it upon ſuch an account muſt needs be a 
Confeſſion and Acknowledgement of Errours in it to all the 
world, ) The No» Conform ſt;, They would alſo|crie our, (and 
ſeeming Juſt.) that they have been wrongfully Preſented all this 
while, onely becauſe they would not Submit and bobſcride ro Er- 
rours; And the Common people would generally take a Nev Li- 
turgy to be a New Religion. Thus that weighty ſaying of St, A«- 
Laſtine would fall UPON US; Ipſa Autatio Conſue: Ink, etiam gat 
adiuyat Piiili ate, Novitate pertarbat, The very Novelty of ſuch a 
Change would more offend, then the Profit ot it would do Good. 
Reaſon well rell us, it this be yeelded to, the ſame Reproof mult 
juſtly come upon Our Liturgy , of Variety, Aa oben Uncon- 
ttancy , which Dr. S#:«/iffe in his Book De Miſſa chargech truely 
upon the Romane 4ſal , and what Obloquie an Reproach will 
this Occaſion-to usand to vur Religion? But to cleer Our Book 
from all ſuch Aſperſions, and to Conhrm the PerteRion of it, we 
have the Teſtimony of 'that Learned ard Glorious Mertyr 
Dr, Rowland Tayloar, given-above a Hundred years agoe, Who 


Dom, 1555. betore Biſhop Gardiner then Lord Chancelour, and 
| other 


EE 


(83) 


other Commiſſioners, ſpake thus ; There was { ſaith he ) fer forth 
by the moſt Innocent King Edward ( for whom God be| praiſed 
everlaiſtingly ) the whole Church Service, with great deliberp- 
rion and the Advice of the beſt Learned in the Reaſm, and Au- 
chorized by the whole Parliament, and Received and Publiſhed 
gladly by the whole Realm ;, which Book was never Reformed 
but Once, and yet by that One Reformation .was ſo. fully Per- 
feed according to the Rules of our Chriſtian Religionin eve- 
ry behalf, that no Chriltian Conſcience could be Offended 
withany thing therein Contained, Here you have his Judgement 
not onely of the Perfe&ion of this Book of Common Prayer, 
bur alſo of the very firſt Making and Compoſing ef this Book , 
who doubtleſs knew the Truth and ſpake the Truth, For this 
was ſpoken by him within Four years (it you Examine the time) 
after this Book was made and Confirmed by that At of Parlia- 
ment of King Edward the Sixth, So that no man can truely 
fay or Judge that this Book of Common Prayer is Popery, or 
was taken out of the Popiſh Maſs Book , much leſs that ic was the 
Maſs Bork Tranſlated, Seeing it was ſet forth by King Edward 
( as heaffirmeth ) made with great Deliberation and the Advice 
of the beſt Learned of the Realm.. For al! the World will ac- 
knowledge and bear witneſs, that King Edward and his Divines 
were no Papiſts, but the great and onely Oppoſers of Popery, 
Oppoſing ic ſtrongly and ſtoutly to the Dearth, the moſt ot 
them ſuffering as Martyrs and Sealing our Religion with their 
Blood, | mn 

I will Conclude with the Anſwer of our Engliſh Divines which 
were at otraxibwurge, to their Engliſh Brethren ar Frazkeford . 
who were all forced by Queen Mary Anno Drm, 1554. for their 
Religion to fly beyond Sea to ſave their lives. They at |Fraxk- 
ford being friendly Entertained, ſubmitted too eaſily to the Or- 
ders of the Churches there uſed, and did not onely leave off 
Our Communion Book ( then ſo called) our Book of Common 
Prayer themſelves, and the' Orders of the Church of Exg/axd, but 
wrote to their Brethren of Se-ansburge, perſwading them to joyn 
wich them and to do the like, But they of Srran'barge wile- 
'y conſidering the Inconveniences which would fall. upon it, 
it they did Conſent unto them, vpon mature Deliberation. 
Reſolved 


| 
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(86) 
Reſolved to keep ſtill the Orders and Lorgy of the Church of 
England, and not to Change, ſending their Anſwer, dated Novers/, 
28, Subſcribed viith Sixteen Hands in theſe W rds, This were 
(lay they) ro. Condemne the Authors of this our Book (of Com» 
mon Prayer ) who moſt of them Suffered as Martyrs. Ir would 
give Occaſion to our Adverſarics to Accuſe our Doctrine of Im- 
perfetion, and us of Vutability , To make the Godly to Doubt in 
that Truth wherein before they were perſlwaded And to Hinder 
their Coming hicher, which betore they. had purpoſed, Think ſe- 
riouſly of theſe things, Do the Vartyrs no wrong : Do our 
Church, our Religion no wrong : Do the Godly ( Living and 
Dead) no-wrong : Do your Selves no wrong. Remember the 
Story which Feſephus Rela'erh in his Fift and Sixth Book , De Bell 
Fudaico, Of thoſe who called themiclves ( Zelore) among the 
Jews, pretending much to Religion; who when Yeſpatrians Army 
came up azainſt } erwſalew, took upon them to ſtand for the main- 


tenance of their Religion ; to defend the City, and eſpecially to 
preſerve the Temple. Bur by their Diſſentions between them 
and <zer and Fohn\, who all pretended to defend. the Temple, 
they were the Chief and onely cauſe and occaſion of Burning the 
Femple down, much againſt the mind of 7#4s the Emperour 
(their Enemy) who deſired to fave it, and Laboured what he could 
with his Souldiers to quench the Fire and to preſexve the Temple, 
though all in vain, But they all pay*'d dearrat laſt and perithed 
miſerab'y in the end. You know what they of Athens ſaid of 
their Diviſions, Axximm Philippam Prſſentionmbus Noſtris, We 
have- much Increaſed the power of Philip King of Macedo» our 
great Adverſary by our Diſſentions; and what can we expect 
to be the Iflue of our unhappy Differences; but the Strength- 
ning and Increaſing of the Power and Malice of our Adverlaries 
againſt us, and in the End ( without Gods Mercy ) the utter 
Ruine and Deſtruction both of our ſelves aud of our Religion ? 
Let there be no Strife, 1 pray thee (faith Abrahams to Lot, Gen. 13.) 
between thee and me, between thy Herd/men aud my Herdſmen, jr 
we art Brethren, Abraham tearing the. danger of Diviſion, thougi! 
the Elder and Better, yet Submitteth himſelf for Peace , goet! 
to Lor his Nephew, and offereth any Conditions for Peace , 


we ſhould remember that we all proteſle our ſelves to Aa 
Children 


(87) 


Children 'of Abraham; we are Brethren ;” we ſhould herein 


Imitate Abraham our Father, Submit one to another for 


Peace, looſe any thing rather then Peace, and not take Offence 
at eyery thing, making a Difference, Breach and Diſturbance 
about Trifles , things of ſo poor and ſmall concernment , but 
think upon the danger of Contention, and take the Apoſtles 
Counſel, Rom. 14, 19. Let m1 follow after the things which make 
for Peace, that as Kom. IF, 6.1 wo may with one mind and one 
mouth Glorifie God; and may all Indeavour to keep the Unity of 
the Spirit-in the-/Bond of Peace, | 


SY 


